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Outline of Suggested Activities  
 

Topic of Inquiry:  Reform or Revolution? 
 

Suggested 
Levels 

S4 to S6 
  

Related 
Curricula: 

Senior Secondary History Curriculum, Compulsory Part, Theme A: 

• Modernisation and Transformation of Hong Kong － role of 
Chinese elites in the first half of the 20th century 

• Modernisation and Transformation of China － modernisation 
attempts in the first half of the 20th century 

Senior Secondary History Curriculum Elective Part： 

• Local heritage studies 
 

Learning 
Objectives:  

Knowledge 

1. To distinguish the views of “reform” and “revolution”; 
2. To understand the role of Hong Kong in the 1911 

Revolution; 
3. To understand the contributions of the reformists to the 

modernisation of Hong Kong in early 20th century 

Skills 

1. To develop skills for interpreting historical resources, e.g.: 
judging, comparing, citing, evaluating, elaborating, 
explaining and inferring; 

2. To develop historical empathy; 
3. To develop creative thinking. 

Attitude 

1. To guide students to appreciate how local Chinese leaders 
contributed to the modernisation of Hong Kong and 
mainland China in early 20th century; 

2. To enhance sense of national identity; 
3. To inspire enquiry spirit; 
4. To enhance the interest in studying local history. 
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Suggestions 
for teaching: 

1. Classroom Activities 
• Watch the video of the history drama ‘One Stormy Night (風雨橫斜) 

and then begin various classroom activities. 
• Ten activities have been suggested. Most of them adopt pedagogies 

such as “inquiry learning”, “source studying” and “open-ended 
discussion”. Teachers may select and adapt the suggested activities to 
suit the needs of the students. 

• Teachers may recommend the drama script (Chinese version only) 
which contains rich historical elements to students as extensive reading 
materials.  

2. The 1911 Revolution Historical Trail 
• The resources pack contains maps, guided tours notes, and a video 

record of a guided tour led by Mr. Patrick Pak Yiu-charn (could be 
shown in sections). Teacher may watch the video first and then explain 
to students on-site. 

• Teacher may use the guided tour video record to train up student 
docents who will then visit the historical trail with junior form 
schoolmates, under the onsite supervision of teacher. 
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Activity Chart 

Item Content 

Timeline • Timeline of major events in Hong Kong and mainland China 
in the Late Qing Period 

Decoding the Plot • Chart showing characters in the drama 

Activity 1 

What memorable 
dialogues are there? 

• To select memorable dialogues and share thoughts with 
classmates; 

• To develop students’ historical empathy through observing 
personal feelings and expressing personal opinions. 

Activity 2 

How much do you 
know about the 
history? 

• To guide students to do historical association and utilize 
personal historical knowledge with the dialogues of the 
drama; 

• To enable students to understand the historical background 
of the drama through historical association. 

Activity 3 

Did they support 
revolution? 

• To analyze and identify the political stand of characters in 
the drama; 

• To let students practise judging people from their words and 
deeds. 

Activity 4 

What are the 
contributions of the 
Guan family in the 
modernisation of Hong 
Kong and mainland 
China? 

• Data-based questions practices; 

• To enable students to understand how local Chinese elites 
were influenced by the unique social, political and economic 
situation of Hong Kong; 

• To enable students to understand how local Chinese elites 
promoted the modernisation of Hong Kong and mainland 
China, and their contributions. 

Activity 5 

How did local Chinese 
elites participate in the 
modernisation of Hong 
Kong and mainland 
China? 

• To comprehend, compare, reconstruct, judge and summarize 
historical resources; 

• To identify the similarities of the opportunities, 
achievements and contributions of local Chinese elites in 
Hong Kong in those years;  

• To enable students to differentiate political attitudes with 
people’s thoughts and behaviour. 
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Activity 6 

What role did Hong 
Kong play in the 1911 
Revolution? 

• Data-based Questions practices; 

• To explore the attitude of the Hong Kong government 
towards the Qing government and the revolutionaries during 
the late Qing period, using short stories about Yang Quyun. 

• To enable the students to understand the role of Hong Kong 
in the 1911 Revolution. 

Activity 7 

Were there people from 
Hong Kong among the 
martyrs of the 1911 
Revolution? 

• To read aloud and analyze a passage; 

• To guide students to immerse themselves in historical 
circumstances and understand history with their imagination, 
using a passage with compact plots. 

Activity 8 

In search of the 
footprints of our 
martyrs 

• To match historical events with historical relics; 

• To prepare students for historical trail study; 

• If teacher cannot organise a historical trail tour for students 
due to time constraints, he/she may ask students to watch the 
guided tour video in their spare time, and then conduct 
Activity 8 in class for consolidation of their understanding. 

Activity 9 

Decoding a photograph 
of the Four Desperados 

• Data-based Questions practices; 

• To guide students to reflect on the impact of adding / 
removing details into / from historical data on historical 
study 

Activity 10 

Which is better, 
revolution or reform? 

• Data-based Questions practices; 

• To guide students, using the dialogue of a heated debate, to 
differentiate the similarities and differences between two 
solutions to national misfortune; and to perceive and think 
about the feelings and opinions of people holding different 
stances towards the issue; 

• To enable students to appreciate that knowing the past helps 
them deal with the present, and to ponder on how they can 
respond to the needs of their time.  
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Timeline 
Major Events in China Year Major Events in Hong Kong 

First Opium War (First Anglo-Chinese 
War) broke out in 1840. 1841 

25 January, British troops landed on Sheung 
Wan’s Shui Hang Hao, which was then called 
the Possession Point. 

Treaty of Nanjing was signed.  1842 Britain started to administer Hong Kong 
Island. 

Rise of the Taipings.  1851  

Second Opium War (Second 
Anglo-Chinese War) broke out. Treaty of 
Beijing was signed.  
Beginning of Self-Strengthening 
Movement 

1860 Britain started to administer Kowloon 
Peninsula. 

Tongwenguan was set up in Beijing. 1862 Pastor James Legge founded the Central 
School。 

The Qing Court sent the first batch of boys 
abroad to study in the USA. 1872 

Chow Shouson became one of the first batch 
of boys to sent abroad to study in the USA.  
Tung Wah Hospital was founded.  

Sino-French War 1884 Sun Yat-sen joined the Central School。 

First Sino-Japanese War broke out. 
Xingzhonghui was founded in Honolulu. 1894 

Guan Jingliang graduated from the College 
of Medicine for Chinese. 
Outbreak of plague. 

Treaty of Shimonoseki was signed. 
Canton Uprising failed. 
Lu Haodong was killed. 

1895 

Xingzhonghui, Hong Kong Branch, was 
founded, with Yang Quyun as its first 
Chairman. 
Next year, Sun Yat-sen was forbidden from 
carrying out activities in Hong Kong.  

Hundred Days Reform and 1898 Coup 
d’etat. 
Scramble for Concessions.  

1898 

The Second Convention of Beijing was 
signed.  
Sun Yat-sen ordered Rong Xingqiao to 
participate the revolt of the Army of 
Self-independence as representative of 
Xingzhonghui. 

1900 Boxers Uprising.  
Revolt by the Army of Self-Independence 
in Hanzhou failed.  
Huizhou Uprising failed.  

1900 
Chen Shaobai became Chief Editor of the 
anti-Qing newspaper China Daily. The 
newspaper office was also the place for 
Xingzhonghui gatherings.  

Boxer Protocol was signed.  1901 Yang Quyun was assassinated. He was buried 
in Hong Kong Cemetery in Happy Valley. 

Tongmenghui was set up in Tokyo. 1905  

The Qing Court made preparations to draft 
a constitution.  1910 

Guan Jingliang founded the Association of 
Cutting the Pigtail but Keeping the Costume. 
The Kowloon-Canton Railway began 
operating.  

10 October, Wuchang Uprising. 
Republic of China was set up. 1911  

Response 
1 

Reform:  
Refers to 
political, 
economic, 
social, 
cultural, 
religion and 
other 
changes and 
innovations 
carried out 
within 
existing 
political 
regime or 
institution. 
Changes by 
reforms are 
more 
moderate 
than those 
by 
revolutions.   

Response 
2 

Revolution: 
The pursuit of a 
new system and 
order by 
overthrowing 
existing political 
regime or 
institution. 
Changes are 
tremendous, 
drastic and 
radical, often 
involve violence.  
It usually refers to 
political 
revolution, but 
there are also 
economic, social, 
cultural, religious 
and other 
revolutions. 
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Information for Better Understanding the Story 
 

  Characters in the Drama   

 

             

 
Husband 
& Wife        

         
A Fang* 

Domestic helper 
of the Guan 
family. 

 

Mrs Guan 
(1840‐1902) Full name: 
Guan Li Ya Mei; Guan 
Yuanchang’s wife; age: 
61; retired teachers of 
Ying Wah Girls’ School; 
Head Nurse at the Alice 
Ho Mui Ling Nethersole 
Hospital; court 
Interpreter. 

 

Guan Yuanchang 
(1832 – 1912) Age: 
69; retired dentist; 
first registered 
dentist in Hong Kong; 
Renowned as the 
Founder of Dentistry 
in China; Elder of the 
London Missionary 
Society. In 1888, he 
participated in 
founding To Tsai 
Church, the first 
Chinese 
self‐managed 
churches in Hong 
Kong. 

   

     

 

                                 
                               

Guan 
Jingliang 

(1869‐1945) the 
7th son of Guan 
Yuanchang; age: 
32; registered 
doctor; fellow 
student and 
dorm‐mate of 
Sun Yat‐sen; 
often discussed 
revolution with 
“the Four 
Desperados”. 

  Rong Xingqiao 
(1865‐1933) 
Yueying’s husband; 
one of the third 
group of Chinese 
children sent to USA; 
member of 
Xingzhonghui; 
compradore for a 
Russian tea company 
in Hankou. 

Husband 
& wife 

Guan Yueying 
(1870‐1962) Guan 
Yuanchang’s 8th 
daughter; age: 31. 
teacher, midwife, 
Rongxingqiao’s wife. 

  Guan 
Yuexia 

(1874‐1942)
Guan 
Yuanchang’s 
10th 
daughter; 
age: 27. 
Church 
preacher. 
single. 

 

                       
       

friend 
 

               
        Zhou Zhaoyue 

Member of Chinese 
Patriotic Mutual 
Improvement Society 
and Xingzhonghui 

  * All characters in the drama, except A 
Fang, are genuine historical figures. 
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Activity 1：What memorable dialogues are there? 
 

Figure 1.1 shows a few dialogues from the history drama ‘One Stormy Night＇. Read the 
dialogues carefully. Then select 2–3 of them that you consider to be memorable. Write the 
dialogue codes in Figure 1.2 and give your reasons. Share your selections and thoughts with 
your classmates. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A    Can’t there be fewer people 
got killed? Can’t there be no 
people got killed? Just change 
slowly, step by step.

E  He wants to be a revolutionary, that’s 
his business. Just leave my son alone! He 
wants to be a revolutionary and not a doctor, 
fine. Then Jingliang can be a doctor instead 
of a revolutionary. People need doctors 
anyway! 

C Jesus said, “Render unto Caesar the 
things which are Caesar’s”. Let’s not 
bother ourselves with politics. We can’t 
do much with it anyway.” 

F  Don’t keep calling him Bastard Sun. 
Big Brother Sun has high ambitions. I 
would say China needs people like him to 
save it. 

I  Being a doctor is to save people too. Now 
our son has listened to us, and not joining the 
Xingzhonghui. … Yet, it’s hard to tell, given 
the current situation. 

L  11th January 1901 is the day 
on which, for the first time, one of 
us, people of Hong Kong, sacrificed 
his life in our own place for the 
Chinese revolution. The people of 
Hong Kong would never forget. 

J  This pigtail is a 
humiliation to us, Chinese. 
I’ll definitely cut it off 
someday! 

H  That’s why I asked you to 
study medicine and engineering. 
This can still bring benefits to 
the society and the country.  

G  We’ve been trying to reform for a long 
time! We’ve tried to reform since the Self-
Strengthening Movement, and it’s been several 
decades! What changes have we made? 

K  I’m Chinese too. I always respect martyrs who 
sacrificed their lives for us, ordinary people. So I 
must know their names, then I can remember them.  

D  “Who would attack the evil for me? 
Who would be willing to stand up for me?” 
Big brother Yang, Yat-sen and Ba-jie-fu are 
those who are willing to come out as God’s 
vanguards.  

B  If there is no 
revolution, more people 
may die! 

Figure 1.1 
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Think about this: Why are they memorable? 
 

Fill in the dialogue code first. Then think about why they are memorable, and put a  in the 
appropriate box (may be more than one box). Write down your own thoughts if you tick 
“Other reasons”. 

 

Dialogue 
Code 

Funny Easily 
Understood 

Sentimental Reasonable Convincing Speaks my 
Thoughts

Other Reasons 

  

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catering for learners’ 
diverse needs: 

The teacher may decide whether to ask the students to fill in 
“Other Reasons” in the light of how fast they work. 

Figure 1.2
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Activity 2:  
How much do you know about the history? 
 

Tell how the dialogues reflect the history of the time. Study the table below. How much do 
you know about the historical figures and events that are underlined and bolded? In the table 
below, write a concise account of the relevant historical event with 20 – 40 words.  

 

Catering for learners’ 
diverse needs: 

The teacher may vary the number of words required according to 
students’ interests and ability in writing.  

 

 

Character Dialogue Historical conditions at the time 

Guan 
Yuanchang 

I didn’t intend to watch it. At the moment 
Li Hongzhang is in Beijing, negotiating 
with the representatives of the Eight 
Power Joint-Expedition Army. Don’t 
know what’s going to happen. How can I 
enjoy it? ... 

Any relevant information. 

e.g.: Li Hongzhang represented the 
Qing Court to negotiate with the 
Joint-Expedition representatives. It 
is a major national affair. The 
Chinese were much concerned 
about its outcome.  

A Fang  That’s true. Those Boxers claimed to be 
bullet-proof just by worshipping a few 
statues and reciting a few chants. That’s 
not going to deceive me! Cixi’s the 
worst. It’s she who caused the Powers to 
launch the Joint-Expedition. She’s such 
an evil! 

Any relevant information  

e.g.: Cixi trusted the Boxers and 
encouraged them to attack 
foreigners in China. The Boxer 
Incident was ridiculous. Even an 
ordinary Chinese maid 
understood that. 

Guan 
Yueying  

While people believe that the 
concessions are safe places, they are 
very dangerous indeed. Since everyone 
thinks that it’s out of the control of the 
Qing Court, they would do anything 
there.  

Any relevant information  

e.g.: The Qing Court lost control 
over the concessions. Thus they 
became no man’s land. Different 
kinds of good or vicious people 
were found there.   

Rong 
Xingqiao  

My respectable in-law, We’ve been 
trying to reform for a long time! We’ve 
tried to reform since the 
Self-Strengthening Movement, and it’s 
been several decades! What reform have 
we succeeded? 

Any relevant information  

e.g.: The Self-Strengthening 
Movement was merely a reform 
movement at the technological 
level. The Qing Court remained 
corrupt, and the country remained 
poor. Many people lost confidence 
of reform as a way to save China. 
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Guan 
Yuexia  

The Heavenly Kingdom of Hong 
Xiuquan was by no means peaceful! He 
was a fake Christian. All his words 
belonged to weird magic. But Elder 
Brother Sun and Elder Brother Yang are 
true Christians. They don’t just want to 
overthrow the Qing Court. They even 
want to end monarchy and set up a 
republic. That’s so right, so insightful. 

Any relevant information  

e.g.: Hong’s clique had little 
understanding of Christianity. 
What Hong Xiuquan advocated 
and carried out was different in 
essence from what the 
revolutionaries want to do. 

 
Figure 2

 
 
Marking 
Guidelines: 

L1 Vague answer, with content elaborated from the selected dialogue. 
L2 Clear and accurate answer, with content elaborated from the selected 

dialogue. 

12 



 

Activity 3： 

Did the characters in the drama support the 
revolution? 

 
1. The characters in the history drama One Stormy Night held different views about 

revolution and supported revolution to different extents. To assess the political stance of 
the characters, it is necessary to identify their words and deeds which reflect their views 
and attitude.  Fill in Table 3.1 with clues of their deeds from the script or the video. 

 

Character Words Deeds Background  

Guan 
Yuanchang 

“Can’t there be fewer 
people got killed? 
Can’t there be no 
people got killed? Just 
change slowly, step by 
step.” 

He joined the 
“Association of Cut the 
Pigtail but Keep the 
Costume”. 

• He upheld the family 
admonitions and 
hoped his children 
would become 
medical practitioners 
to help people or study 
engineering to build 
the nation; 

• opposed his son 
Jingliang’s 
participation in the 
revolution; and 

• was empathetic to the 
revolutionary 
movement. 

Mrs. Guan 

“Let’s not bother 
ourselves with politics. 
We can’t do much with 
it anyway.” 

She banged on the table 
loudly to stop Jingliang 
from taking money for 
Yang Quyun’s burial.  

• She dreaded disorder, 
most concerned about 
the safety of her 
family; 

• disliked 
revolutionaries such as 
Sun Yat-sen; and 

• strongly opposed her 
son joining 
Xingzhonghui. 
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Guan 
Jingliang  

“This pigtail is a 
humiliation to us 
Chinese. I’ll definitely 
cut it off someday!” 

He assisted in raising 
money for Yang Quyun’s 
funeral, and founded 
the “Association of 
Cutting the Pigtail but 
Keeping the Costume”. 

• He strongly sided with 
the revolutionaries; 

• observed the family 
admonitions and his 
parents’ demand, did 
not join 
Xingzhonghui; and 

• while he could not 
become a vanguard of 
the revolutionary 
movement, he played 
a supporting role in it. 

Guan 
Yueying  

“Only until this 
moment that you said 
you care about your 
son? If you really care 
about him, you 
wouldn’t have joined 
the revolution! Don’t 
you want your son to 
lose his …?” 

She worried about the 
safety of her husband 
Rong Xingqiao and her 
son.  

• She placed family in 
the first position, was 
unhappy about her 
husband joining the 
revolution. She 
worried that he might 
encounter danger and 
cause the family to 
break up. 

• She did not oppose the 
revolutionary 
movement. 

Guan 
Yuexia  

“Don’t keep calling 
him Bastard Sun. Elder 
Brother Sun has high 
ambitions. I would say 
China needs people 
like him to save it.” 

She quoted words from 
the Bible to explain to 
her mother that 
revolution was a just 
cause and was in God’s 
will. 

• She admired 
revolutionaries such as 
Sun Yat-sen and Yang 
Quyun very much, 
seeing them as the 
hope of China.  

Rong 
Xingqiao  

“It’s a joint-expedition 
of eight countries! The 
Qing court is hopeless! 
Are we Chinese 
destined to be like 
this? To be slaves of 
foreign invaders? 
What I’m doing is to 
overthrow the 
Manchus, so that you 
and Qidong can lead a 
good life in the 
future!” 

He joined the uprising 
of the Army of 
Independence led by 
Tang Caichang.  

• He participated in the 
frontline of the 
revolutionary 
movement, and 
experienced the danger 
of being a fugitive. 
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A Fang 

“I’m Chinese too. I 
always respect these 
martyrs who sacrificed 
their lives for us 
ordinary people.”  

She covered Rong 
Xingqiao in his escape 
from the Guan mansion 
to hide in Lan Kwai 
Fong temporarily. 

• She did not participate 
in any revolutionary or 
reform movement. 

• She held high respect 
for people who died in 
their attempt to 
overthrow the Qing 
government, such as 
Lu Haodong and Tang 
Caichang. 

 
 

2. Distinguish the level of supporting the revolution among the Guan family members. Fill in 
their names into a suitable part of the “political spectrum” (Fig. 3.2).  

Catering for 
learners’ diverse 
needs: 

Consider students’ analytical power to decide the number of levels in 
the classification table (Fig. 3.2) of the “Political Spectrum”, that is 3 
or 7 levels.   

 

Suggested Answers  
 

Weakest spectrum              Strongest spectrum 
(Least supportive)                  (Most supportive) 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weakest spectrum               Strongest spectrum  
(Least supportive)             (Most supportive)
    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Extended thinking:  Are there any character in the drama oppose the revolution? 
Answer: None. “Not supportive” does not mean “oppose”. 

  
Mrs. Guan; 
Guan 
Yueying; 

 
Guan 
Yuanchang; 
A Fang; 
Guan Yuexia;

 
Guan 
Jingliang; 
Rong 
Xingqiao; 

Mrs 
Guan 

Guan 
Yueying 

Guan 
Yuanchang

A 
Fang

Guan 
Yuexia

Guan 
Jingliang

Fig. 3.1

Fig. 3.1 simple version

Fig. 3.1 challenging version 
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Activity 4： 

What are the contributions of the Guan family in the 
modernisation of Hong Kong and mainland China? 
 

Data-based Questions 
Study Sources A, B and C, and answer questions (a) - (b). 

 
Source A 

Below is the “family admonitions of Master Yuanchang”
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Source B  
Below is a brief account of the career of Guan family members.  

 Brief accounts of life, work / activities 

Guan Yuanchang  
(1832-1912) 

• He was the first registered dentist in Hong Kong, was 
renowned as the “Founder of Dentistry in China”; 

• He was an elder of the London Missionary Society. In 1888, 
he participated in the setting up of To Tsai Church, the first 
Chinese self-managed church in Hong Kong. 

Mrs. Guan  
(1840-1902) 

• She was a teacher of Ying Wa Girls’, the first female teacher 
in Hong Kong. 

• She was the first female court interpreter in Hong Kong; 

• She was also a Head Nurse at the Alice Ho Mui Ling 
Nethersole Hospital. 

All generations should believe in Christ, 
practise Christian teaching, 

support the poor and the weak in society, 
and benefit the people; 

build the nation 
by practising medicine 

or studying engineering. 
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Yueming  

(1st child: daughter) 
Dedicated in social services 

Jingyun  

(2nd child: son) 

Chief Officer on a warship of the Nanyang Fleet; Customs Officer; 
merchant; dealt with affairs of the Merchants’ Bureau of Hankou 

Jingdao (3rd child: son) Personnel of the Nanyang Fleet; member of anti-smuggling crew of 
Customs Office 

Jingyuan  

(4th child: son) 
Died in fourth month after birth 

Yueping  

(5th child: daughter) 

Dedicated to the work of the Church; Chairperson of the Zhenjiang 
Christian Women’s Association for Recovery from Alcoholism 

Jingxian  

(6th child: son) 

Dean of Hospital for the Navy; Executive Officer of Forts Along 
South Bank of Jiangnan; Imperial Medical Consultant of Empress 
Dowager 

Jingliang (1869-1945) 

(7th child: son) 

• Medical Officer of Forts Along the South Bank of Jiangnan; 
registered doctor in Hong Kong; 

• He set up the “Association of Cutting the Pigtail but Keeping 
the Costume” in 1910 as a silent protest against the Qing 
government. 

• A co-founder of the Chinese Medicine Association and the 
Hong Kong Yeung Wo Nursing Home (forerunner of the Hong 
Kong Sanatorium and Hospital) 
( http://www.hksh.com/en/about/history.html). 

• Club Manager and Chairman of the Chinese General Chamber 
of Commerce, Chairman of the Hongkong and Yaumati Ferry 
Co. Ltd., etc. 

Yueying (1870-1962) 

(8th child: daughter) 

• She became the first registered midwife in Hong Kong; 

• She was committed to church services and community 
volunteer work throughout her life, was ordained as the first 
female Elder of To Tsai Church. 

Jingzhong  

(9th child: son) 

Anti-Smuggling Officer for Customs along Rivers and Seas; 
Executive Officer at the Imperial School of Inland Revenue 

Yuexia (1874-1942) 

(10th child: daughter) 
She took preaching as her career. She never married. 

Yuehua  

(11th child: daughter) 
Midwife by western delivery methods 
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Jingxing  

(12th child: son) 

Worked as General Officer of the Yingkou Health Bureau of 
Tianjin 

Jingshen  

(13th child: son) 
Committed in mining and industrial enterprises in Southeast Asia 

Jingkeng  

(14th child: son) 

Chief of Branch of the Hong Kong Bureau of Hospitals; Chief of 
Medical Officer of the Clinic of the Baiyang Kai Luan Bureau of 
Mining; Medical Officer of the Bureau of Rail Transport 

Jinghui  

(15th child: son) 

Plotted to bomb Cixi at Beijing, failed and was arrested; later on 
was rescued by the 6th elder brother Jingxian 

Some of the information is adapted from “Xianggang kai bu yu Guan jia＂
(“The Guan Family and the Development of Hong Kong＂)

 
 
 
(a) “The family admonitions of the Guan family reflect influences of Western thoughts.” Do 

you agree? Explain your answer with reference to Source A and using your own 
knowledge.               (4 marks) 

 
(b) To what extent did Guan Yuanchang’s children put their family admonitions into practice? 

Cite evidence from Sources B and C to support your answer.          (4 marks) 

 

Marking Guidelines:  

(a) Agree or not agree that “the family admonitions of the Guan 
family reflect influences of Western thoughts” 

(4 marks)

L1 Able to state that the family admonitions of the Guan 
family reflect influences of Western thoughts, but 
fails to provide any relevant elaboration. 

(max. 1 mark)Level 
Marking 

L2 Able to state that the family admonitions of the Guan 
family reflect influences of Western thoughts, and 
clearly provides an example as elaboration. 

(max. 4 marks)

 e.g. • The family admonitions of the Guan family demand children of all 
generations to believe in Christ. Christianity is a religion had 
originated from West Asia, and then became prevalent in Europe. 

• “Nationalism” encourages people to “build their nation”. Such an 
idea arose during the period of French Revolution (1789) and the 
Napoleonic Age, and soon spread over Europe and reached China in 
the late 19th century. 

  • Contemporary Western society places much importance on technology 
and engineering. There are many examples of strengthening the nation 
with engineering. 
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(b) To what extent Guan Yuanchang’s children put their family 
admonitions into practice? Cite evidence from Sources B and C 
to support your answer. 

(4 marks)

L1 Merely states “to a larger extent”; vague answer, and 
unable to make proper reference to the sources. 

(max. 1 mark)

L2 Lopsided, merely states “to a larger extent”; able to 
explain clearly and make proper reference to the 
sources.  

(max. 3 marks)

Level 
Marking 

L3 Comprehensive, able to consider both “to a larger 
extent” and “to a lesser extent”; able to explain clearly 
and make proper reference to the sources. 

(max. 4 marks)

 e.g. Except for the fifteenth child Guan Jinghui who resorted to radical 
revolutionary actions by attempting to assassinate Cixi with a bomb, most 
children of Guan Yuanchang worked as professionals such as doctors or 
nurses in Hong Kong and mainland China, or participated in the 
modernisation of the country by taking up western businesses such as 
mining, customs, tax, navy and preaching.  
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Activity 5： 
How did local Chinese elites participate in the 
modernisation of mainland China and Hong Kong? 
 
In the late 19th century and the early 20th century, in addition to the Guan family, there were 
many other local Chinese elites who made even more influential contributions to the 
modernisation of Hong Kong and mainland China. Read carefully the “Profile Charts” 
(Appendix 1) for information on five Hong Kong Chinese elites mentioned in the drama, and 
then answer Questions (1) and (2). 
 

1. What are the similarities among the five Hong Kong Chinese elites, Wu Tingfang, Ho Kai, 
Chow Shouson, Yang Quyun and Tse Tsang Tai? Make your comparison with regard to the 
following areas and write your answers on Fig. 5.1.  

(a) Place of birth, (b) Education, (c) Experience of studying or living abroad,  

(d) Profession, (e) Creativity 

a Place of Birth Four of them were born in places that were beyond the jurisdiction of the 
Qing government, such as Hong Kong, Australia and Malacca.  

b Education All of them received Western education in Hong Kong. For example, 
Yang and Wu studied in Paul’s College, while Tse, Ho and Chow studied 
in the Central School. 

c Overseas 
Experiences 

Ho and Wu studied abroad in Britain. Chow studied in the United States. 
Wu was even an envoy to a foreign country. Tse was born in Melbourne, 
Australia and moved to Hong Kong with his father at the age of 15. 
While Yang did not study abroad, he stayed overseas for five years when 
he fled China to avoid arrest by the Qing government. He had extensive 
knowledge of overseas since he had been to various places in Southeast 
Asia, India and South Africa. 

d Expertise, 
career 

• All of them were bilingual, proficient in both Chinese and English 
languages. 

• All of them had a westernised working environment. For example: 
- Yang was once teacher at a western school and deputy manager of 

a foreign firm; 
- Tse was a comprador for a foreign firm, drew one of the earliest 

political cartoon, and ran a newspaper with a westerner; 
- Ho was a professor of medicine; 
- Chow did foreign business and owned a bank; 
- Wu was a barrister and an envoy to a foreign country. 

e Innovative 
activities 

All of them had the boldness and ability to innovate. For example: 
- Yang and Tse founded the Furen Literary Society which was the 

earliest politics-discussion organisation in Hong Kong and even in 
mainland China. Yang was the first Chairman of the organisation 
and advocated republicanism. He was also the first person from 
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Hong Kong who sacrificed his life for the revolution.  
- Tse founded the South China Morning Post. He also drew the 

earliest political cartoon and was China’s first airship designer. 
- Ho founded the Alice Memorial Hospital and the Hong Kong 

College of Medicine to develop western medical studies.  He also 
founded the St. Stephen’s College.  

- Chow founded the Bank of East Asia. He was also the first Chinese 
member of the Executive Council. 

- Wu was the first Chinese who obtained the qualification of a foreign 
lawyer. He was the first Chinese barrister and first Chinese 
unofficial member of the Legislative Council, Hong Kong. 

  Fig. 5.1

 

 

2. In what ways the local Chinese elites mentioned above were beneficiaries of the early 
modernisation of Hong Kong? 

Any sensible answers. 

Examples: 

• All of them received western education in Hong Kong.  They had opportunities to study 
English language and thoughts which promoted modernisation in the West. 

• All of them had experiences of studying, working or living overseas, and witnessed the 
great gap between development in China and the West.  With these experiences, they 
were able to become pioneers in various fields. 

 

3. In what ways the local Chinese elites mentioned above repaid the society. What 
contributions did they make?  Choose any one of them as an example to illustrate your 
answer. (You may take Appendix 1 and other sources as reference.) 

Suggested answer 

They participated respectively in the development of commerce, transport, medicine, 
banking, jurisdiction, diplomacy, administration and education, even the revolutionary 
movement. 

Example (Appendix 1 as reference)  

Name Wu Tingfang 
Commerce  / 
Transport  / 
Banking / 
Medicine  / 

Reform 

Jurisdiction Hong Kong 
• He was the first Chinese barrister in Hong Kong, 

bringing western law into the Chinese community; 
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• He opposed discrimination against the Chinese. He 
demanded the abolition of evil laws such as public 
flogging and bad practices such as girls trading, so as 
to raise the awareness of equality and humanism among 
local Chinese. 

The mainland 
• He signed China’s first equal treaty with Mexico on 

behalf of China, further removed obstacles on China’s 
path to modernisation.  

• With reference to Western laws, he drafted China’s 
earliest commercial laws and Western-style procedural 
laws. He also proposed the jury system, etc. 

• He was the Chief Justice of the Nanjing Provisional 
Government. 

Diplomacy  The mainland 
• He was an envoy to a number of countries on behalf of 

China. When he was Envoy to the United States, during 
the time of strong anti-Chinese sentiment, he made use 
of Western laws to bargain for the rights of overseas 
Chinese on behalf of the Qing government. 

Administration Hong Kong 
• He was the first Chinese unofficial member of the 

Legislative Council. He participated in British-style 
administration and unfolded its localization process. 

The mainland 
• Minister of Foreign Affairs of Duan Qirui’s government; 

defended the Constitution; resigned as a result of 
refusing to sign a Parliament dissolution act.  

Direct 
participation 

/ Revolution 

Indirect 
participation 

• After the outbreak of the 1911 Revolution, he wrote a 
letter to the Qing Court to persuade the Emperor to 
abdicate. He represented the Military Government in the 
South in the North-South Peace Negotiation. 

• After resigning from Duan’s government, moved to 
Canton to follow Sun Yat-sen.  He was appointed to 
posts of Foreign Minister, Finance Minister, Governor of 
Guangdong, etc. When Sun Yat-sen went north for the 
Northern Expedition, he was the Acting President. 
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Name Ho Kai 
Commerce  / 

Transport  / 

Medicine  Hong Kong 
• He founded the Hong Kong Alice Memorial Hospital, with 

the College of Medicine for Chinese attached to it.  
• He was Chairman of the Fundraising Committee of the 

University of Hong Kong. In 1913, he combined the College 
of Medicine for Chinese, which he founded, with the 
University of Hong Kong. 

Education  Hong Kong 
• He founded the St. Stephen’s College. 

Banking / 

Jurisdiction / 

Diplomacy  / 

Reform 

Administration Hong Kong 
• He participated in the localization of British administration. 

He was a Chinese member of the Legislative. 
The mainland 
• He published plenty of political essays to promote reform, 

abolition of the imperial examination, implementation of 
constitutional monarchy, and development of modern 
industries and commerce. His essays were compiled into a 
book, which had influence on people such as Kang Youwei 
and Liang Qichao.  

Direct 
participation 

/ Revolution 

Indirect 
participation 

• When studied in the Hong Kong College of Medicine, he 
was a student of Ho Kai. 

• When the Xingzhonghui was mapping out the Canton 
Uprising in Hong Kong, Ho Kai gave it secret support and 
drafted a declaration for it. 

• After the success of the 1911 Wuchang Uprising, Sun 
invited Ho to return to Guangdong to be the Chief 
Consultant of Hu Hanmin, the Military Governor of 
Guangdong. Sun specifically told Hu to seek Ho Kai’s 
advice on all foreign affairs matters.  
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Name Chow Shouson 
Commerce  The mainland 

• When Yuan Shikai became Provisional President of the 
Republic of China, Chow resigned from his official posts and 
went into business in Hong Kong. 

Transport  The mainland 
• He was appointed to be General Manager of the Tianjin 

Office of the China Merchants’ Steam Navigation Company. 
• He was appointed Managing Director of Peking-Mukden 

Railway and assisted in the setting up of the School of Rail 
Transport. 

Medicine  / 
Education  Hong Kong 

• He donated a large amount of money to finance the setting 
up of the University of Hong Kong.  

Banking Hong Kong 
• He founded the Bank of East Asia, Hong Kong’s first 

Chinese bank, with Fung Ping Shan.  
Jurisdiction / 
Diplomacy  The mainland 

• He was sent to Korea to assist in customs tariff affairs. He 
was promoted to Acting Consul in Incheon. 

• He handled the Chinese neutrality issue in the 
Russo-Japanese War successfully. 

Reform 

Administration Hong Kong 
• He was appointed Member of the Sanitary Board (forerunner 

of Urban Council) and then Member of Legislative Council. 
• During the Canton-Hong Kong Strike, he acted as a 

mediator and was much relied on by the Hong Kong 
government. 

• He was appointed Member of the Executive Council and its 
first Chinese member, thus the monopoly of the highest 
authority by the British came to an end. 

• After Hong Kong had fallen into Japanese hands, Chow and 
other Chinese leaders joined the “Local Assembly of Hong 
Kong Chinese from All Sectors” to assist the Japanese in 
managing social order of Hong Kong. 

The mainland 
• He was posted as Superintendent of the Military Defense 

Circuit at Shanghaiguan. 
Revolution Direct 

participation 
/ 
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Indirect 
participation 

/ 

 

Name Yang Quyun 
Commerce  Hong Kong 

• He was a General Secretary at China Merchants Group, and 
Assistant Manager at Sassoon Matheson. 

Transport  / 
Medicine  / 
Education  Hong Kong 

• He was a teacher at St. Joseph’s College (founded in 1875). 
Banking / 
Jurisdiction / 

Diplomacy  / 

Reform 

Administration / 

Direct 
participation 

• He organised and chaired the Furen Literary Society. Its 
mission was to “liberate people’s mind” and “be patriotic 
without reservation”. The Society bought books and 
newspapers that advocated new learning, discussed China’s 
development and reform directions. It was the earliest 
politics-discussion organisation in Hong Kong, and even in 
China during the late Qing period. 

• When Xingzhonghui was integrated with Furen Literary 
Society, he was elected to be its first Chairman. 

• When Xingzhonghui planned the first Canton Uprising, he 
was its General Director. 

• When the Hong Kong government forced him to leave Hong 
Kong, he expanded Xingzhonghui in various Asian places. 

• He was shot dead by an assassin sent by the Qing 
government in his home in 1901. He was the first person in 
Hong Kong to sacrifice his life in the late Qing 
revolutionary movement for the revolutionary cause.  

 

Revolution 

Indirect 
participation 

•  
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Name Tse Tsang Tai 
Commerce  Hong Kong 

• He was a comprador and manager for foreign companies. 
Transport  • He was also the first airship designer. He intended to 

promote the development of China’s aviation industry, but 
his proposal was not accepted by the Qing government. 

Medicine  / 
Education  • He drew the “Map of East Asia – Political Situation”, the 

earliest political cartoon in modern Chinese history. 
Banking / 
Jurisdiction / 
Diplomacy  / 

Reform 

Administration Hong Kong 
• He was a clerk for almost ten years in Public Works 

Department of the Hong Kong Government. 
Direct 
participation 

• Tse founded the Furen Literary Society with Yang Quyun. It 
was the first politics-discussing organization set up in Hong 
Kong during late Qing. 

• He announced the first declaration of Xingzhonghui to the 
public. 

• He participated in plotting the Canton Uprising which 
failed. He then assisted Yang Quyun to flee.  

• He arranged to set up branches of Xingzhonghui in various 
places. 

• He arranged for Yang to be buried in the Hong Kong 
Cemetery in Happy Valley and designed the tombstone for 
Yang.  

• He plotted a second uprising in Canton. 
• He founded the South China Morning Post with journalists. 

As its editor, Tse often wrote articles to advocate revolution.
• He published, in form of English diaries, his memoirs titled 

Secret Revolutionary History of the Republic of China) on 
the South China Morning Post, in which he described 
Xingzhonghui activities and preserved some important 
historical documents related to the early stage of the 
revolution. 

Revolution 

Indirect 
participation 

•  
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4. People hold different views towards revolution. They participated in various degrees.  
Consider the political orientation of the local Chinese elites mentioned above, work out 
their revolutionary spectrum with Fig. 5.2. 

 

 

Weakest spectrum            Strongest spectrum  
(Least supportive)                  (Most supportive) 
              

Wu 
Tingfang

Ho 
Kai 

Tse 
Tsang 

Tai 

Yang 
Quyun

Fig 5.2 

Chow 
Shouson 
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Activity 6： 
What role did Hong Kong play in the 1911 
Revolution? 

 
Data-based Questions 
 
1. Study Sources A, B, C and D, and then answer questions (a)-(d). 

 

Source A  
The picture below was taken in 1895. Its title is: VIPs of the Xingzhonghui in 1895. 

 
 

Source B 

 It can be said that the Furen Literary Society formed by Yang Quyun, Tse Tsang Tai, 
etc. in 1890 was the forerunner of the Xingzhonghui in Hong Kong. At the time some of 
its members exchanged genealogical records to become blood brothers. Among them 
Yang Quyun was the oldest, and so he was elected the leader. Initially, the Society’s 
mission was to liberate people’s mind, study new knowledge and discuss current affairs. 
As China’s decline aroused indignation among young people, the Society gradually 
became a patriotic literary organization with revolutionary ideologies. In March 1892, it 
thus moved to 1/F, 2 Pak Tsz Lane, Central and was named “Furen Literary Society for 
Restoration”. Its members publicly discussed state affairs. 

 In the autumn of 1892, Yao Lie introduced Sun Yat-sen to Yang Quyun. Yang and 
Sun quickly became good friends when they first met, and they expressed their 
revolutionary aspiration to each other. In February 1895, they founded the 
Xingzhonghui together, Furen Literary Society then ceased to exist. For five years, Yang 
was the Chairman of Xingzhonghua, until 1900. 

Special Issue on Yang Quyun 

Adapted from article “Yang Xing’an, Xingzhonghui zhi yingxiong gandan” (興中會之英雄肝膽) published in 
the Special Issue on Yang Quyun edited by Yang Xing’an. Yang Xing’an was a nephew of Yang Quyun. 
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Source C 

The Furen Literary Society played the role of a forerunner. When Xingzhonghui was 
founded in Hong Kong, Furen Literary Society had existed, and was combined with 
Xingzhonghui into a new organization. If not, Sun Yat-sen might not be able to recruit a 
large number of members. 

(Dr. TING Sun Pao) 

Xianggang Lishi xilie – Xinhaigeming zai Xianggang, produced by RTHK, 18 December 2008. 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JfsyA0xX1Ow) 

 

Source D 

 The Huizhou Uprising (October 1900) was staged, and it went quite well initially. 
Unexpectedly, Sun Yat-sen was cheated by Japanese merchants, and the armaments he 
purchased from Japan was not delivered. Without the replenishment, situation became 
desperate. To reverse the situation, Quyun sent Shi Jianru and Song Xiaodong to Canton 
where they would bomb the Viceroy’s residence. … They failed, and the Second 
Revolution ended in failure. De Shou, the Viceroy of Liangguang, got Jianru’s deposition 
and knew that Quyun was the mastermind behind the bomb attack. De Shou hated Quyun 
so much that he secretly offered a reward for the head of the “sheep” (sounded “yang”). 

Yang Quyun Jia Zhuan (The Family Story of Yang Quyun)

Adapted from Yang Quyun Jia Zhuan (The family story of Yang Quyun), which was written by Yang Quyun’s 
cousin Yang Ba in 1955. In 2010, Yang Ba’s son Yang Xing’an included it in a book with his own stage play Wu 
Ming Bei (The Nameless Stone Tablet) and other articles, but kept the same name Yang Quyun Jia Zhuan for the 
new book. 

 

(a) Refer to Source A. Why was Yang Quyun’s picture placed in the middle? What was 
being hinted by such an arrangement in the light of social etiquette?  (1+1 marks) 

• He was in the middle because he was the Chairman of the Xingzhonghui at the 
time. 

• In the light of social etiquette, it was hinted that his position in the Xingzhonghui 
was higher than those of Tse Tsang Tai and Sun Yat-sen. 

 

(b) What were the aims for setting up the Chinese Patriotic Mutual Improvement 
Society? What changes occurred to it later on? Explain your answer with reference 
to Sources B and C.                         (2+4 marks) 

Aims • Initially the aims of the Furen Literary Society were to enhance 
people’s wisdom, study new knowledge and discuss current affairs. 

Changes • As China’s weakening aroused indignation among young people, the 
Society gradually became a patriotic literary organization with 
revolutionary awareness, and its members publicly discussed state 
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affairs. 

• 1895 Sun Yat-sen returned to Hong Kong from Honolulu and set up 
the Xingzhonghui in Hong Kong. Yang Quyun and other members of 
the Furen Literary Society joined the Xingzhonghui, and the name 
Furen Literary Society ceased to exist.  

 
 
(c) Yang Quyun was a Hong Kong resident. Why was he an assassination target of the Qing 

government? Explain your answer with reference to Source D.         (2 marks) 
 

• In 1900 the Huizhou Uprising occurred. Yang Quyun ordered Shi Jianru and others 
to stage a bomb attack at the Viceroy’s residence in Canton. The attempt failed.  

• The Viceroy of Liangguang heard that Yang Quyun was the mastermind behind the 
bomb attack. He hated Yang so much that he offered a big reward for whom who 
killed Yang Quyun. 

 
 
(d) In the late Qing period, the Chinese people were able to promote and plan anti-Qing 

activities in Hong Kong. At the same time the Qing government could have its political 
enemies assassinated in Hong Kong. What do you think was the relationship between the 
Hong Kong government and the Qing government at the time? What would the Hong 
Kong government’s attitude towards anti-Qing elements? Explain your answer with 
reference to Sources B and D.             (2+2 marks) 

• The Hong Kong government’s attitude towards anti-Qing elements was tolerant, or 
else their activities would have been constrained.  

• The Hong Kong government and the Qing government were not on friendly terms, or 
else the former would have assisted the latter by restricting the activities of the 
anti-Qing elements earlier. However, the Hong Kong government was not in a 
confronting position with the Qing government, therefore it did not protect the 
anti-Qing elements.  

 

  

2. Answer questions (a)-(c) with reference to Sources E, F and G. 

Source E 

According to Sun Yat-sen’s own words, “Over a number of years I always spent my 
spare time after lessons on advocating revolution. I frequently travelled between Hong 
Kong and Macao to talk a lot about revolution without restrain and taboo. At the time 
only three persons from Hong Kong agreed to what I said. They were Chen Shaobai, 
Yao Lie and Yang Heling. Another one from Shanghai was merely Lu Haodong. … 
Chen, Yao, Yang and I resided in Hong Kong, and kept in touch almost every day. We 
only talked about revolution, thought about revolution, and studied about revolution. 
The four of us were very close. Nothing could make us happy except talking about 
revolution. It went on that way for several years. So our relatives and friends in Hong 
Kong and Macao called us “the Four Desperados”. These words of Dr. Sun Yat-sen were 
quoted in Chen Shaobai’s Xingzhonghui geming shi bielu (革命史別録) and Feng 

30 



 

Ziyou’s Geming Yi Shi (革命逸史). The above story was also adopted by Sun 
Zhongshan Nianpu Changbian (孫中山年譜長編), the second edition of which was 
published in November 2003, with its chief editor being Chen Xiqi. 

 

 

 

Source F Source G 

The picture below shows the Alice 
College of Medicine. In 1887, in memory 
of his late wife Alice, Ho Kai founded the 
Alice Memorial Hospital with the London 
Missionary Society and set up the College 
of Medicine for Chinese, Hong Kong, in 
the hospital. In the same year, Dr. Sun 
Yat-sen transferred from the Canton 
Hospital to the College to receive medical 
training. He graduated in 1892 with 
outstanding results. Guan Jingliang was a 
junior of Sun and they live in the same 
hostel. Later on, the College of Medicine 
for Chinese was incorporated into the 
School of Medicine of HKU and ceased to 
exit. The old Alice Memorial Hospital 
moved to No.2 Bonham Road, and its 
name was changed to Nethersole Hospital. 

The picture below shows No.24 Cough 
Street, which is the old address of shop 
Yang Yao Ji. The shop was the ancestral 
shop of revolutionary Yang Heling. Yang 
was a childhood friend of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, 
so he used the first floor inside the shop 
for gathering with his friends, where they 
would talk about revolution. Dr. Sun 
Yat-sen, Chen Shaobai, Yao Lie and 
Madame Yang often came here for secret 
discussion and planning anti-Qing plots. 
They were called “the Four Desperados”. 
After the setting up of the Republic, Yang 
took hermitage, while the shop was sold 
and turned into a new building.  
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(a)  The Four Desperados is mentioned in Source E, who are they?  According to Source E, 
describe briefly their friendship.         (2+2 marks) 
 
• From left to right, they are Yang Heling, Sun Yat-sen, Chen Shaobai, and Yao Lie. 
• When the four lived in Hong Kong, they were very close friends, seeing each other 

every day. They frequently talked about revolutionary thoughts openly and freely. 
Both Sun Yat-sen and Chen Shaobai mentioned this in their memoirs. 

 

(b)  In what ways were the Four Desperados related to Sources F and G?  Explain your 
answer with reference to the sources and using your own knowledge.      (2+2 marks) 

 
• Source F shows the Alice College of Medicine, which was once attended by Sun 

Yat-sen who was one of the Four Desperados.. 
• Source G shows the former site of Yang Yao Ji. The “Four Desperados”often 

gathered here to discuss revolution without reservation. 
 
(c) Identify the importance of Hong Kong in the late Qing revolutionary movement with 

reference to Sources E, F and G and using your own knowledge            (2 marks) 
 
Hong Kong was the breeding ground of the revolutionary thoughts of Sun Yat-sen and 
other revolutionaries. 
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Activity 7：  Were there people from Hong Kong 
among the martyrs of the 1911 Revolution? 
 
1. Story-telling / Reading episode aloud – Assassination of Yang Quyun  

There are different accounts of how Yang Quyun was assassinated. The text below is 
adapted from the book Yang Quyun Jia Zhuan (楊衢雲家傳) written by Yang Bafan in 
1955. The writer lively recorded the assassination scenario at the time based on the 
remembrance of Yang Quyun’s eldest daughter.  

(a) Before class, ask a student to prepare the passage in Source A, and present it in 
the way as story telling in class. Or 

(b) Ask each student in class to select a sentence or a part, practise reading it aloud, 
and then present it to the neighbouring classmate or to the whole class. Ask them 
also to share their feelings about reading Source A.  

 
Source A 
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At the time Quyun’s wife Ms. Poon was in the rear room, breast-feeding their young daughter 
Xiuxia and trying to lull her to sleep. The first and second daughters were also in the rear room, 
doing housework. Hearing light bangs of gun shots, Quyun’s wife looked at the front room 
from a distance and saw it was dark. She thought that it was the tube of the hanging oil lamp 
had burst, and told the eldest daughter Jinxia to take a look. After entering the front room, 
Jinxia saw nothing in the dark, but on the floor she felt a foot without shoes, and realized 
something had happened. She cried out for her father, went up to her father, and saw him lying 
on the floor wounded, still holding his pistol for self-defense in his hand while her little brother 
Zuozhi was still hiding under the desk. Seeing his daughter, Quyun said, “Someone tried to kill 
me.” He told her to fetch a silk scarf and a blanket to wrap around his head and his chest. He 
said if the wounds did not get exposed to air and if the bullets inside the body stayed in their 
positions, then there was chance he could be saved. After wrapping the wounds in the light, 
Quyun was already soaked in blood. Yet he was still able to walk downstairs to ride a bamboo 
sedan chair to the hospital3 for treatment. Before leaving home, he still remembered to leave 
his gold watch with his family. His tolerance to endure pain was extraordinary. At the hospital 
he told people that the incident had to be political, as he never had personal grudge with 
anyone. The family went to see him the next morning, and saw the medical staff came out with 
a tray containing two bullets stained with blood and flesh. No one dared to see. It was such a 
painful sight! Quyun had already died before daybreak. 

Adapted from Yang Quyun Jia Zhuan (1955)
Notes:  
1 Yang Quyun taught English at his residence at 1/F, 52 Gage Street in form of private tutoring. 
2 Yang Quyun’s children were: the eldest daughter Jinxia, the second daughter Lixia, the third 

son Zuozhi, and the youngest daughter Xiuxia.  
3 The hospital that Yang Quyun was sent to was Government Civic Hospital which is now called 

Sai Ying Pun Jockey Club Polyclinic. 

10 January 1901. Just after six o’clock in the evening. It was not yet teaching time.1 Quyun 
was sitting at the desk in his teaching room, with his young son2 Zuozhi on his laps and 
teaching him to read. As it was time for students to come in, the door leading to the teaching 
room was unlocked, and secured only with a string. There were a number of assassins. They cut 
the door string, went upstairs, rushed into the front room, and shot right at Quyun. Seeing the 
bullet shot at him, Quyun quickly picked up the dictionary on the desk to block it. The bullet 
broke the corner of the dictionary, pierced through Quyun’s forehead and hit on a wall corner, 
cracked the wall brick right away. His young son on his lap escaped from death by hiding under 
the desk. Two to three more bullets rocketed to Quyun again, hitting his chest. With their aim 
achieved, the assassins shot the hanging lamp in the room and then vanished.  



 

 

Catering 
for 
learners’ 
diverse 
needs: 

• Reading aloud a passage would lead students to understand the situation 
and emotions of historical figures, thus develop students’ historical 
empathy. It also inspire the more sentimental students to become involved 
in history study. 

• Asking a student to prepare reading aloud before class would help save 
class time as well as raise students’ standard in reading aloud and their 
concentration.  

• Reading out texts with compact plots would provide a different mode of 
history study in history lessons.  

 
2. Group Discussion 

Catering 
for 
learners’ 
diverse 
needs: 

• Teacher may let students share their emotions after listening to the reading 
aloud of Source A, and then guide them to ponder Yang Quyun’s heroic 
spirit and his love for his family and country. The teacher may need to 
explain what “heroic spirit” means.  

• Teacher may, with reference to the discussion questions below, guide the 
students to express their opinions and feelings. 

 

(a) Discuss the questions below after listening to your classmate’s oral narration.  Jot 
down keywords used in the discussion. 

 
i. Yang Quyun set up a classroom at home to teach English. When he was shot at the 

desk in the classroom, his hand was “still holding his pistol for self-defense”. Why 
did Yang Quyun keep a pistol at home? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ii. Despite getting three shots, Yang Quyun “was still able to walk downstairs to ride a 
bamboo sedan chair to the hospital for treatment”.  How do you feel about this?  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

iii. Before leaving for hospital for treatment, Yang Quyun “still remembered to leave his 
gold watch with his family”. What does this tell? 
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Suggested 
answers 

(i) According to Source D in Activity 7, the Viceroy of Liangguang secretly 
offered a handsome reward for someone to get the “sheep head”. Yang 
Quyun might have heard about that and knew that he was in danger. He 
therefore kept a pistol for self-defense. Yet why did he not run away if he 
had known he was in danger? This could have to do with his death-defying 
spirit.  

*Reference:  

The script of “the Uninvited Guests”, Scene Five of Yang Xing’an’s Wu 
Ming Bei (The Nameless Monument) in Yang Quyun Jia Zhuan written by 
Yang Bafan and Yang Xing’an and published in 2010. 

Wu Xuanren’s article: “A Cold-blooded Shot a Century Ago” (published in 
Special Issue on Yang Quyuan, edited by Yang Xing’an, and first published 
on Ming Pao, September 2009) 

(ii) Yang Quyun’s endurance of pain was extraordinary, which fully reflects his 
heroic spirit. 

(iii) Yang Quyun might have realized that he would die, and therefore he left 
his watch with his family as a token of memory. People who commit 
themselves to revolution usually put death out of the bound of their major 
concerns. However, affection towards their family was still in the deep of 
the heart.  

 

 

 

Source B 
 

Yang Quyun passed away on 11 January 1901. Tse Tsang Tai 
arranged him to be buried in the Hong Kong Cemetery in 
Happy Valley.  

The nameless tombstone was erected on 23 December 1901. 
Tse was also the designer of the tombstone on Yang’s grave. 
The tombstone, engraved with the number 6348, has no name 
on it. Its design concept was one of hemispherical dome, 
carved with the “blue-sky, white Sun” pattern.  

 
 
(b) Refer to Source B. What do you think was the reason for Tse Tsang Tai not to leave any 

name on the tombstone he designed? Would you suggest adding Yang’s name on it? 
 

• Perhaps Tse Tsang Tai was afraid that the Qing government would damage Yang 
Quyun’s tomb, or even persecute Yang’s family members. He therefore did not leave 
any name on the tombstone. 

• Open-ended answer. 
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(c) Infer and think in multiple perspectives  
How would people of different stances in those days respond to Yang Quyun’s death? 
Review Yang’s death from the perspectives of a revolutionary, the Qing government, the 
British government in Hong Kong, and a Hong Kong resident, and write their thoughts 
in the table below. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 7

The thoughts of a revolutionary could be: 

The thoughts of the Q
ing governm

ent could be: 
The thoughts of a Hong Kong resident could be: 

The thoughts of the B
ritish governm

ent in H
ong K

ong could be: 

Filled with grief and indignation; hate the Qing 
government more; may consider taking revenge or 
planning another uprising so as to achieve Yang’s 

aspiration. 

An ordinary person may feel sorry for the death 
of a man of high aspiration. Some may disdain 
the Qing government’s assassination move and 

some may have fear and avoid talking about 
revolution.

Felt disturbed, the 
Qing government 
has crossed the 
border to murder. 
This act may cause 
a political turmoil 
in the colony! 
Should I make a 
thorough 
investigation 
according to law, 
or should I just 
muddle through the 

Pleased, believed 
that it has given a 
great blow to the 
rebels and 
suppressed an 
uprising as the 
leader was kill.  



 

Activity 8 ：In search of the footprints of our martyrs  
 
1. Match the historical events below  

with the historical sites by  
filling in the letters in appropriate 
boxes.

E 

C 
B  Victoria College 
Its forerunner was the Government Central 
School which moved to this place in 1889 and 
changed to the name Victoria College. Sun 
Yat-sen did not study here, but attended its 
foundation stone laying ceremony chaired by 
the Governor. In 1894 its name was changed 
to Queen’s College, and people called it “the 
Big College”.

D  The “6348” Tombstone 
After the death of Yang Quyun, Tse Tsang 
Tai and others handled his funeral affairs 
and had him buried in the Hong Kong 
Cemetery in Happy Valley. To prevent his 
tomb from being vandalized, they just 
carved the number 6348 on the 
tombstone.  

I  Former site of the Government 
Civic Hospital 

The forerunner of the now Sai Ying Pun 
Jockey Club Polyclinic was the Sai Ying 
Pun Hospital, also called the Government 
Civic Hospital, or the National Hospital. 
It was founded in 1874.  It was the first 
western-style hospital for civilians. 

C  Hollywood Road Park 
In the early time of British rule, 
there were forts and camps of 
the British troops here. Later on, 
the camps were moved to other 
places, and this site became the 
so-called “Daai-daat-dei” (the 
Night Bazzar), and then became 
the Hollywood Road Market and 
its original site was rebuilt into 
the nowadays Chinese-style 
park. 

A   No. 1 Park Tsz Lane, Gage Street.  
In 1892, Yang Quyun and Tse Tsang Tai founded the 
Furen Literary Society here. They and other 
members were mostly Christians. Its aim was to 
enlighten the people and was aspired to revolution. 
It was the earliest organisation to discuss revolution 
in Hong Kong and even in China in late Qing. 

F   Tung Wah Hospital  
In 1872, the Tung Wah Hospital was founded in 
Po Yan Street, and began giving medical 
treatment and funeral services to poor Chinese 
people. Its Directors were all important Chinese 
gentry and merchants in the community. They 
reflected people’s opinions to the government 
and became a centre of power in the Chinese 
community. 

D 
E    Hop Yat Church 
Its forerunner was the To Tsai Church. 
In 1920, the Church of Christ in 
China was founded, and was joined 
by the To Tsai Church. The London 
Missionary Society then passed the 
old site to To Tsai Church for building 
a new church, which was completed 
in 1926 and was named the Hop Yat 
Church”.G 

F G   Former site of the HK 
Xingzhonghui Headquarters 

On 21 February 1895, Sun Yat-sen 
founded the Hong Kong Xingzhonghui 
to overthrow the Qing government. This 
is where the headquarters used to be 
located. 

H    52 Gage Street 
Yang Quyun used to teach English 
and gather comrades here. In the dusk 
of 10 January 1901, Yang was shot at 
in his classroom. He was sent to the 
Government Civic Hospital. He died 
in the next morning.  

B 
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2. The historical sites below do not fall on the Sun Yat-sen Historical Trail. Why are they 
still eligible for investigation in relation to the 1911 Revolution in Hong Kong? 

Hollywood Road Park  

Suggested answer: 

In 1841 the British troops landed here. It was named the “Possession Point”. Since 
then Hong Kong became a British colony, with Western religions, thoughts, institutions 
and personnel introduced into it, and this lent an impetus to the reform and 
revolutionary movements in late Qing China.  

Tomb 6348 in Hong Kong Cemetery   

Suggested answer: 

The place is where Yang Quyun was buried. On the tomb there is a “nameless 
tombstone”, which has no name or birth date or death date carved on it. 

(Many revolutionaries were buried in cemeteries in Hong Kong. For example, tomb No. 
6781, not far away from Yang’s tomb, is that of Hong Chunkui, who led the Great Ming 
Shuntianguo Uprising in 1903. Zheng Shiliang, the right-hand man of Tse Tsang Tai 
(founder of the Chinese Patriotic Mutual Improvement Society) and of Sun Yat-sen, was 
buried in the Chinese Christian Cemetery in Pokfulam.) 

Hop Yat Church   

Suggested answer: 

The forerunner of Hop Yat Church was To Tsai Church. It was an important breeding 
ground of revolutionary ideas in Hong Kong during the late Qing period. When Sun 
Yat-sen studied medicine in Hong Kong, he loved going to the To Tsai Church to listen to 
the chief priest Wang Yuchu’s reform-advocating “preaching”. Today, the wall skirting of 
Hop Yat Church still have the stone tablet carved with the four golden characters “道濟會
堂” (i.e. To Tsai Church). 

Tung Wah Hospital   

Suggested answer: 

Tung Wah Hospital and Po Leung Kok (it was located inside the Tung Wah Hospital in its 
early stage) are social charity organizations founded by Chinese gentry and businessmen. 
It was the centre of power for Chinese in early Hong Kong society. There were also a few 
important members who secretly supported revolution. Some of its members secretly 
supported revolution (e.g. Sir Boshan Wei-Yuk ), and some were even members of the 
Tongmenghui (such as Tan Zhaokang and Tan Huantang). 

Government Civic Hospital   

Suggested answer: 

Yang Quyun was sent to this hospital after being shot by assassins in the early evening of 
10 January 1901. He died of serious injury in the next morning. 
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Activity 9： 
Decoding a photograph of the Four Desperados 
 

Source A 
The picture was taken on 10 October 1888. 
It is now a collection item of the National 
Museum of China. 

Source B 
The picture below is often seen in textbooks 
on the 1911 Revolution published before 
2011. 

   

Front row from left:  

Yang Heling, Sun Yat-sen, Chen Shaobai, 
Yao Lie. Back row: Guan Jingliang. 

 

 

1. Study Sources A and B, and then discuss questions (a) - (c) with your classmates.  

(a) Compare Source A and Source B. What are their differences and similarities? 

The picture in Source B does not have Guan Jingliang in the back row.  

 

(b) Suggest possible reasons for such a treatment of the photo. 

• Perhaps the person who treated the photo this way considered the presence of 
Guan Jingliang in the picture meaningless or perplexing since Guan was not 
one of the “Four Desperados”. He/She might even have thought that since 
Guan Jingliang did not join the revolution, it would be inappropriate for him 
to be in this picture, which symbolizes “revolution”, as his presence would 
reduce Sun Yat-sen’s revolutionary “radiance”. 

 

(c) Do you think it is appropriate to make selective additions or deletions to a genuine 
original source (i.e. primary source) when quoting it, and does not make a note of 
the change(s)? 

• First let the answer be open-ended. 

• It is inappropriate and a disrespect both to history and to the people involved. 
History is true record, and there should not be selective additions, deletions or 
amendments. 
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Source C 

 

Illustration: 

“關心焉＂(Guan Xinyan) was Guan Jingliang. According to the research of historian Jian 
Youwen and the words of Guan Jingliang’s descendents, the picture was taken in front of the 
surgery ward on the first floor of the Alice Memorial Hospital on 10 October 1888. Since 
they considered the surgery ward disagreeable to the sight, they set up a partition as the 
background. The negative of the picture had been kept by Guan Jingliang (alias “Xinyan” 
(心焉)”, who made it public and gave it to a friend after the founding of the Republic. It 
later on became a collection item of the National Museum. On the side of the original 
picture, there are illustration texts written by Guan Jingliang. 

 

 

2. Study Source C, and then discuss the following question with your classmates. 

Guan Jingliang kept the negative of Source A and had it mounted. He wrote illustrations 
on it and then gave it to a friend. Infer how he felt about the Four Desperados. Explain 
your answer using Source N and your own knowledge.  

• Let answer be open-ended. 

• Guan Jingliang highly treasured the friendship and also the photo.  
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Activity 10：  

Which is better, revolution or reform? 
Data-based Questions 

Source A 
Definitions of “revolution” and “reform” 

“Revolution” and “reform” are the two mainstream responses of the Chinese in the Late 
Qing period when they were confronted with challenges from the Western great powers. 
“Revolution” seeks to make drastic changes within a short period of time, does not hesitate 
to overthrow the existing authority and even the political system, with the hope that a brand 
new social, political and economic structure and order could be set up. Revolution brings 
about widespread consequences and rapid changes with radical means, often in the form of 
violence.  

“Reform” refers to making orderly, gradual and selective political, economic, social, 
cultural, religious and other changes or improvements within the existing political regime 
and institution. Compared to “revolution”, changes resulting from “reform” are more 
moderate.  

 
The dialogues in Sources B and C are taken from Xie Lu Huang Hua (斜路黃花), another 

local historical drama in commemoration of the centenary of the 1911 Revolution.  
The characters in the drama, Zhou Boluan and Zhou Musheng, are brothers. The elder 

brother is a traditional business celebrity who is public-spirited but opposed to revolution. He 
advocated orderly, gradual and moderate reforms. His younger brother received Western 
education in Hong Kong, a graduate in medicine and a Christian. He joined the revolutionary 
party and was determined to set up a republic by overthrowing the Qing Court.  

Both characters are fictional, created by the script writer who wanted to use the characters 
to reflect the two approaches of contemporary people with regard to the political situation at 
the time. This scene of “Great Debate between Brothers” comes from the scenario in which 
the younger brother wanted to borrow money from his elder brother, who rejected the request 
of the younger brother without hesitation.  

 

Source B 

Arguments of the elder brother Zhou Boluan 

 I won’t support revolution! Therefore, I won’t give you even a cent. First, you’re my 
brother, my biological brother. I don’t want you to die! We are all that the Zhou family has! 
Second, we are rich, but the money we have was earned by Dad with much hardship in 
starting his business. So I have to be very careful in keeping the wealth that Dad has left us. 
It’s our Zhou family’s wealth of great importance! I have to expand it, promote industry, set 
up schools and save the nation! Third, revolution? It is easy to talk about it? Revolution, 
revolution, revolution, didn’t the Yellow Turbans talk about revolution? Didn’t Huang Chao 
talk about revolution? Even Zhang Xianzhong claimed himself to be revolutionary. What 
were the results of their revolutions? How many Liu Bang and Li Shimin were there? An 
aborted revolution causes calamity to both the nation and the people! Let’s talk about the 
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Long Hairs, the Heavenly Kingdom. Doesn’t the name touching! But what did their 
revolution bring about? It caused the death of tens of millions of Chinese people! Fourth, 
yes, the Qing court is corrupt, but has it been so corrupt that it must be overthrown? What’s 
next after overthrowing it? Have you thought about these? Don’t be so naïve! Isn’t the Court 
carrying out reforms now? It’s true that conniving the Boxers and declaring war on the 
Joint-Expedition are Cixi’s major mistakes. But she’s already issued an edict to blame 
herself! Early this year, she even decreed to carry out reforms and implement new policies! 
The Administration Office for carrying out new policies has already been set up. I even 
heard that decree to forbid foot-binding for women will soon be granted! Aren’t these 
reforms? Why don’t we give it a chance? Why can’t changes be carried out slowly? Zhang 
Jian* is right. He said, “Regardless of whether it’s a big or small step, we’ll just do our best 
according to situation”. Why do we have to resort to revolution, so radical? 

* Zhang Jian: Industrialist and educationist during the late Qing period; Chairman of the 
Consultative Assembly of Jiangsu; leading figure of the constitutionalists.  
  

Xie Lu Huang Hua,  
Playwright: Pak Yiu-charn; Production: Amity Drama Club;  
premiere in January 2010; second round of shows in May 2011. 

 

Source C 
Arguments of Zhou Musheng, the younger brother. 

First, I know you care about me, don’t want me to die. But I’m not afraid of death. This is 
my wish which I hope you would respect. Second, the Taiping Kingdom failed for their 
own reasons. Hong Xiuquan has personal ambitions. He had too many fantasies. He wasn’t 
a genuine Christian. His revolution didn’t go right. It doesn’t mean that we don’t need 
revolution. Third, we don’t just need to overthrow the Qing Dynasty, we need to overthrow 
the feudal monarchy too. We’ll then set up a Republic, and let the people elect their 
President because everyone is equal in the presence of God, and every individual should be 
master of oneself! Fourth, the Qing Dynasty has been rotten to its very core. Why do you 
still have illusions about it? Beginning from the Treaty of Nanjing, then the Treaty of 
Tianjin, the Treaty of Aigun, the Treaty of Beijing, the Yantai Convention, the Treaty of Ili, 
the Treaty of Shimonoseki, and now the Boxer Protocol, how many treaties that 
surrendered China’s sovereign rights and humiliated the nation have we been forced to 
sign? And how many more such treaties will we have to sign? The Boxer Protocol this time 
requires us to pay reparations up to 450 million taels of silver, and it’s almost 1000 million 
taels with the interest included! You just talk about keeping the wealth of the Zhou family, 
but how about the wealth of our country, and that of the people? We don’t have judicial 
sovereignty. Our customs duties are collected by foreigners. Our ports have been forced to 
lease to the powers who freely divide their spheres of influences. Now, the Boxer Protocol 
even demands withdrawal of the national defense of the capital. Does our great China still 
have any sovereignty? And you still want to let such government make changes slowly? 
Can it make changes slowly? Do you believe that it will change? How would China make 
progress if we are willing to be slaves and don’t intend to be our own master again?  

Xie Lu Huang Hua by Amity Drama Club and Pak Yiu-charn, 2010
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1. Study Sources A, B and C, and then answer questions (a) – (d). 

(a) With reference to Source A, identify the differences between “revolution” and 
“reform” with regard to their scope, means, and speed.   (4 marks) 

(b) Identify from Source B the attitude of the elder brother in the. Cite one clue from 
the source to support your answer.          (1+1 marks) 

(c) What was the attitude of the younger brother towards the Late Qing Reform? 
Explain your answer with reference to Source C.           (1+2 marks) 

(d) Compare, with reference to Sources B and C, the views of the two brothers of the 
Zhou family on “personal safety” and “wealth”.        (5 marks) 

 

Marking Guidelines:  

(a) Compare the differences between “revolution” and “reform” 
with regard to their scope, means, and speed. 

(4 marks)

L1 Able to state the difference in one area correctly. (max. 1 mark)

L2 Able to state the differences in three areas correctly, but 
unable to present information in form of comparison.  

(max. 3 marks)

Level 
Marking 

L3 Able to state the differences in three areas correctly and 
to present information in form of a comparison. 

(max. 4 marks)

 e.g
. 

 Revolution Reform 

Scope Large Partial 

Means Radical Moderate 

Speed Rapid Orderly and Gradual  
 

Catering for 
learners’ diverse 
needs: 

For students with relatively weak ability in organising their writing, the 
teacher may advise them to do the comparison in table form, and then 
write their answers by turning the information in the table into 
paragraphs.  

 
 

(b) Identify the attitude of the elder brother towards revolution. (1+1 marks)

 Attitude: Opposed revolution / Did not believe revolution would 
succeed 

(1 mark)

 Clue:  

 

e.g.: - “I won’t support revolution.” 

- “Why do we have to resort to revolution, so 
extreme?” 

- “A failed revolution is going to cause calamity to 

(1 mark)
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the nation and the people!” 

- “What next after overthrowing it?” 

 

(c) Identify the attitude of the younger brother towards the Late Qing 
Reform. 

(1+2 marks)

 Attitude: It’s hopeless (1 mark)

 Explain: L1 Able to cite relevant clue, but fail to give 
appropriate explanation.   

L2 Able to cite relevant clue and give appropriate 
explanation.  

(max. 1 mark)

(max. 2 marks)

 Clue:  

 

e.g.:
 

 

- He believed that the Qing dynasty was 
already rotten to its very core, and questioned 
his older brother for holding illusions about 
the Qing government. 

- The Qing government failed to preserve 
China’s sovereignty, and so people can’t wait 
for it to change slowly. 

 

 

 (d) Compare the views of the two brothers of the Zhou family on 
“personal safety” and “wealth”. 

(5 marks) 

L1 Able to state that two persons held different views, but 
unable to support answer by citing the source.  

(max. 1 mark)

L2 Able to state that two persons held different views, and to 
support answer by citing relevant information regarding 
“personal safety” or “wealth” in the source.  

(max. 3 marks)

Level 
Marking 

L3 Able to state that two persons held different views, and to 
support answer by citing relevant information regarding 
“personal safety” and “wealth” in the source. 

(max. 5 marks)

 e.g. View Older brother   Younger brother 

Personal 
safety 

He did not want to see his 
biological brother to lose his 
life.  

He did not want to die, but 
he was not afraid of death. 
He wanted his elder brother 
to respect his wish.  

Wealth He believed that the wealth 
was earned hard by his father. 
It must be preserved and 
expanded by promoting 
industry, setting up schools 
and saving the country. 

He believed that one should 
also preserve the wealth of 
the nation and that of the 
people. 
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2. Group Discussion 

(a) Which of the two brothers of the Zhou family paid more attention to family needs? 
Was he patriotic? Support your answer by citing clues in the Source. 

(b) Which of the two brothers was right and which was wrong? Explain your answer.  

(c) In what ways does the debate between the Zhou brothers inspire you with regard to 
carrying out your obligations to your family, your school, society and your country?  

 

(a) Which of the two brothers of the Zhou family paid more attention to family needs? 
Was he patriotic? Support your answer by citing clues in the Source. 

 • The elder brother Zhou Boluan paid more attention to family needs. Source B 
shows that he intended to be very careful in preserving the wealth left with them by 
their father.  

• He was patriotic too. Source B shows he intended to promote industry, set up 
schools and save the country. 

(b) Which of the two brothers was right and which was wrong? Explain your answer.  

 • Let students share their views freely. The teacher does not need to offer judgement. 

• Remind students to make judgement of with evidence as their basis. 

• When teacher concludes class discussion, remind students: People’s views and 
behaviour are influenced by their life experience, knowledge, role, stance, etc. Even 
if we do not agree with them, we should respect their views and feelings.  

(c) In what ways does the debate between the Zhou brothers inspire you with regard to 
carrying out your obligations to your family, your school, society and your country? 

 • Let students share their views freely. The teacher does not need to offer judgement. 

• Teacher should correct if the students exhibit illogical thinking or cite erroneous 
information in their sharing.  

• Teacher may discuss the relationship between the “individual self” (小我) and the 
“greater self” (大我). 

• Teacher may share his/her personal views with the students when summing up is 
made. 
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3. Extended inquiry 

Enquiry 
questions 

(i) Assuming that the society / country is facing serious problems and 
people’s lives are in great difficulties, would implementing radical and 
rapid changes be a better way to solve the problems? 

(ii) What cost would the society / country has to pay if radical programmes 
are to be adopted? How far would the residents / citizens benefit from it? 

(iii) After reforms have been launched, which kind of programmes would be 
easier to regulate in terms of their process and speed? Radical 
programme or moderate programmes? Are there any experiences in 
history that we can learn from Western countries? 

Suggested 
topics for 
extended 
reading 

(i) French Revolution (1789) (Junior Secondary History Curriculum) 

(ii) Political Development of 19th-century Britain － Towards Universal 
Suffrage (1832-1918) 

(iii) Development of Britain, the United States, Germany and Italy during the 
Interwar Period (1919-1939) (Senior Secondary History Curriculum) 

 

Catering 
for 
learners’ 
diverse 
needs:   

• The enquiry questions given above are intended to brainstorm students who 
enjoy independent thinking, with the intention that they could be stimulated 
to conduct their own extended learning. Teacher may select a small part of it 
for class discussion so as to arouse students’ curiosity about history related to 
this them, so that they would search for reference materials from the library 
or the Internet on their own.  

• Teacher may suggest students to refer to textbooks for junior secondary 
curriculum if they did not study “French Revolution” in their junior 
secondary years.  

• It is suggested that the school library purchase books with strong history 
elements and ample illustrations, and easy to read to attract students.  
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AAAppppppeeennndddiiixxx   111:::      PPPrrrooofffiiillleee   CCChhhaaarrrtttsss   

 

WWuu  TTiinnggffaanngg  ((11884422--11992222))  

Name: Cai; Alias: Wenjue; Zhiyong  
Native place: Huicheng of Xinhui in 
Guangdong 

1842 Born in Malacca. 
1845 At the age of 3, returned to China with his father, settled in Guangzhou, where he 

received education 
1856 At 14, studied at St. Paul’s College, the first western-style school founded in 1849; 

turned into a Christian during schooling; founded the Zhong Wai Xin Bao (中外新報), 
the first Chinese newspaper in Hong Kong; later, also founded the Xiang Gang Hua Zi 
Bao (香港華字報). 

1861 Worked as interpreter at Hong Kong courts; married to Ho Miu Ling, the eldest 
daughter of Pastor Hoh Fuk Tong.  

1874 Studied law in Britain on self-finance and obtained qualification of barrister; returned 
to Hong Kong to become the first Chinese barrister in Hong Kong.  

1878 Appointed the 1st Chinese Justice of Peace by Hennessy, the Governor of Hong Kong. 
1880 Appointed the first Chinese unofficial member of the Legislative Council by the 

Governor of Hong Kong; appointed Acting Magistrate in the same year; opposed 
discrimination against Chinese, and demanded abolition of public flogging and 
suppressedgirls trading.  

1882 Became a staff member of Li Hongzhang and member of Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1896 Envoy to countries such as USA, Spain, Peru; twice Ambassador to the. When he was 
in the United States, he made use of Western laws to bargain for the rights of overseas 
Chinese during the time of Chinese exclusion. 

1899 On behalf of China, signed with Mexico China’s first equal treaty: Sino-Mexican 
Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation (中墨通商條約). 

1902 Returned to China to be the Minister of Law Amendment; drafted China’s earliest 
Commercial Laws; proposed the abolition of cruel punishment such as 
dismemberment of body; drafted western-style Procedural Laws; proposed the use of 
jury system.  

1911 After the outbreak of the 1911 Revolution, wrote letter to the Qing Court urged the 
Emperor to abdicate; represented the military government in the South at the 
North-South peace negotiations.  

1912 Appointed Chief Justice of the Nanjing Provisional Government; resigned from the 
post to live in Shanghai after Yuan Shikai rose to power.  

1916 Appointed Minister of Foreign Affairs of Duan Qirui’s government.  
1917 Resigned from post after refusing to sign a Parliament dissolution act, then followed 

Sun Yat-sen to move to Canton; appointed to posts of Foreign Minister, Finance 
Minister, Governor of Guangdong, etc. and Acting President when Sun Yat-sen went 
north during the Northern Expedition.  

1922 Rebellion of Chen Jiongming took place; passed away in Canton on 23 June due to 
illness.  
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HHoo  KKaaii  ((11885588--11991144))  

Native place: Nanhai of Guangdong 
Alias: Dizhi (迪之), Wosheng (沃生) 

1858 Born in Hong Kong; the father was Hoh Fuk Tong, the first Chinese pastor in Hong Kong; 
graduated from the Central School of Hong Kong which was the second western-style school 
in Hong Kong (founded in 1862 and later on named Queen’s College); later on studied abroad 
in Britain and obtained a Master degree in Medical Science and an Advanced Bachelor degree 
in Law. 

1887 Founded in memory of his English wife the Alice Memorial Hospital, with the College of 
Medicine for Chinese attached to it. 

1890 Appointed Chinese member of the Legislative Council.  

1895 The Xingzhonghui plotted in Hong Kong an uprising in Canton. Ho Kai secretly supported the 
plan and drafted a declaration for it. Around this time, he published plenty of political 
commentaries to advocate reform, abolition of imperial examination, constitutional monarchy 
and developing modern industrial and commercial enterprises. The commentaries were 
compiled into a book, which was published in 1895 and was called Xin Zheng Zhen Quan (新
政真詮). (Ho Kai’s original work was in English, and was translated into Chinese by Hu 
Liyuan.) The book had great influence on Kang Youwei and Liang Qichao. 

1900 During the Boxers catastrophe, he tried to rope Sun Yat-sen and Viceroy of Liangguang Li 
Hongzhang into declaring the independence of Guangdong and Guangxi but in vain.  

1903 Founded the St. Stephen’s College with a number of prominent businessmen. 

1909 Appointed Chairman of Fundraising Committee of the University of Hong Kong; 
incorporated the College of Medicine for Chinese he had founded into HKU in 1913. 

1911 Sun Yat-sen was Ho Kai’s student when studying at the College of Medicine for Chinese. 
After the success of the 1911 Wuchang Uprising, Sun invited Ho to return to Guangdong to be 
the Consultant-in-Chief of Hu Hanmin, the Military Governor of Guangdong. Sun specifically 
told Hu to seek Ho Kai’s advice on all foreign affairs matters.  

1912 Awarded the “Sir” title by the British government, and became the first Chinese in Hong 
Kong to be awarded such title.  

1913 Ho Kai’s active involvement in Guangdong’s political affairs caused Sir Francis Henry May, 
then Governor of Hong Kong, to recommend to the British government not to re-appoint him 
as member of Legislative Council although Ho had already served four consecutive terms.  

1914 Passed away in Hong Kong due to illness.   

1925 In the late 19th century, Ho Kai supported the residents of Kowloon City to campaign for the 
preservation of Sung Wong Toi (宋王臺; Terrace of the Sung kings). Later, he and a group of 
businessmen including Au Tak set up the Kai Tack Land Investment Co. Ltd. and launched a 
project to reclaim land from the north coast of Kowloon Bay near the Kowloon Walled City 
and to develop a garden city called Kai Tak. However, the project failed and the land was 
taken back by the government. Later on the land was built into an airport, which was named 
after Ho Kai and Au Tak and became the Kai Tak Airport. 
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CChhooww  SShhoouussoonn  ((11886611--11995599))  

Place of birth: Wong Chuk Hang San Wai, Hong 
Kong Island 

1872 Entered the Central School at the age of eleven. 

1874 Selected by the Qing government as one of the 3ed group of boys to be sent to study in the 
USA.  

1881 Under the pressure of the conservatives, the Qing government had to recall the boys 
studying in the USA to return to China. Although Chow Shouson had just been accepted by 
the Columbia University, he had to return to China. After returning to China, he was sent to 
Korea to assist in customs tariff affairs. He stayed in Korea for fifteen years, and was 
promoted to Acting Consul in Incheon. Later on he was appointed to be General Manager 
of the Tianjin office of the China Merchants’ Steam Navigation Company. 

1903 Appointed Managing Director of “Peking-Mukden Railway in Imperial Chinese Railways 
of North China” and assisted in the setting up of Railway Schools. 

1907 Granted by the Qing court as an award to wear “Hualing” (花翎) and the second-rank 
Dingdai (頂戴) on his official costume. Awarded by the Meiji Emperor the Fourth Class 
Order of the Rising Sun for his competent handling of the Chinese neutrality issue in the 
Russo-Japanese War.  

1909 He was posted as Superintendent of the Military Defense Circuit at Shanghaiguan. 

1912 When Yan Shikai became Provisional President of the Republic of China, Chow chose to 
resign from his official posts and go into business in Hong Kong. He donated a large 
amount of money to finance the setting up of the University of Hong Kong. He was then 
awarded the title of Justice of Peace.  

1918 Founded the Bank of East Asia, Hong Kong’s first Chinese bank, with Fung Ping Shan. 
Appointed Member of the Sanitary Board (forerunner of Urban Council) and Member of 
Legislative Council.  

1925 The Canton-Hong Kong Strike broke out. Chow Shouson acted as mediator and was much 
relied on by the Hong Kong government.  

1926 Appointed Member of the Executive Council and its first Chinese member, thus the 
monopoly of the highest authority by the British came to an end. In the same year he was 
awarded the “Sir” title by King George V.  

1933 Awarded “Doctor of Letter” by the University of Hong Kong.  
1937 Appointed “Life-long Honorary Member”. 

1941-45 After Hong Kong had fallen into Japanese hands, Chow and other Chinese leaders joined 
the “Local Assembly of Hong Kong Chinese from All Sectors” to assist the Japanese in 
managing social order of Hong Kong.  

1959 Passed away. Buried in the Aberdeen Chinese Permanent Cemetery. Before death, Zhou 
was baptized as a Christian. Nowadays, “Shoushon Hill”, “Shoushon Hill Road West”, 
“Shoushon Hill Road East” and “Shoushon Hill Road” in the Southern District and the 
“Shoushon Theatre” in the Hong Kong Art Centre have all been named after him.  
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YYaanngg  QQuuyyuunn  ((18611861--19011901））  

Name: Feihong (飛鴻) 
Alias: Zhaochun (肇春); Quyun (衢雲) 

1862 Born in Humen of Dongguan of Guangdong. He came to Hong Kong with his father at 
small age, and studied in St. Paul’s College. After graduation, he was a teacher at Saint 
Joseph’s College (founded in 1875), general secretary at China Merchants, and assistant 
manager at Sassoon Maritime Company.  

1892 Tse Tsang Tai and more than ten other people set up the Furen Literary Society in Pak Tsz 
Lane, Sheung Wan, Hong Kong. Yang became its Chairman. Its mission was to “liberate 
people’s mind” and “be patriotic without reservation”. The Society bought books and 
newspapers that advocated new learning. It discussed China’s development and reform 
directions. It was the earliest politics-discussion organisation in Hong Kong and even in 
China during the late Qing period. 

1895 Sun Yat-sen arrived in Hong Kong in January, and met Yang Quyun via Yao Lie. In 
November 1894, Xingzhonghui, which was founded in Honolulu, integrated with the 
Chinese Patriotic Mutual Improvement Society, and the resultant organization was named 
“Xingzhonghui Hong Kong Headquarters”. Yang was elected to be its first Chairman and 
Sun its secretary. The society used the “Qianheng Company” to cover up its activities. In 
October, the Xingzhonghui planned the first Canton Uprising, with Yang as its general 
director. Leakage of information made the plan known to the Qing government, which 
arrested more than 70 people, including Lu Haodong. Yang and Sun became wanted men. 
Under the pressure of the Qing government, the Hong Kong government forced the two to 
leave Hong Kong and forbade them from entering Hong Kong over the next five years. 
Yang stayed overseas in Singapore, Vietnam, India and as far as South Africa. Later on he 
went to Japan and tried to expand Xingzhonghui in various places. 

1900 In January, Yang resigned from the post of Chairman of Xingzhonghui, which was taken up 
by Sun. He then returned to Hong Kong from Japan and staged the Huizhou Uprising. He 
also plotted with Shi Jianru to assassinate De Shou, Deputy Viceroy of Liangguang. The plot 
failed. After that, he did private tutoring of English at 52 Gage Street, Sheung Wan.  

1901 On 10 January, Yang Quyun was shot by Chen Lin, an assassin sent by the Qing government, 
in his home on Gage Street. He died on the next morning, as the first person in Hong Kong to 
sacrifice his life in the late Qing revolutionary movement. Tse Tsang Tai arranged Yang to be 
buried in the Hong Kong Cemetery in Happy Valley, and designed for Yang a tombstone that 
had no name but the number 6348 on it. The design concept was one of hemispherical dome 
with the “blue-sky, white Sun” pattern. 

2011 On 24 February, the Antiquities and Monuments Office announced its decision to erect an 
illustration board beside the tombstone by the end of the year, in memory of Yang’s deeds of 
sacrificing his life for China. On the other hand, the Urban Renewal Authority and the 
Central and Western District Council have begun a revitalization plan at the former site of 
the Chinese Patriotic Mutual Improvement Society in Pak Tsz Lane, where a memorial park 
is being built and will be completed by the end of the year.  
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TTssee  TTssaanngg  TTaaii11（（18721872--19381938））
Alias: Sheng’an (聖安); Kangru (康如) 
Native place: Kaiping of Guangdong 
Place of Birth: Sydney, Australia  

1887 Brought to Hong Kong by his father along with his younger brother Tse Tsang Yip. Entered the 
Central School. Proficient in both Chinese and English.  
Worked as a clerk for almost ten years in Works Bureau of the Hong Kong Government after 
finishing school, as well as compradore and manager for foreign companies. 

1892 (Some people say it was 1890) Tse founded the Chinese Patriotic Mutual Improvement Society with 
Yang Quyun. It was the first politics-discussing organization set up in Hong Kong during late Qing. 

1895 Chinese Patriotic Mutual Improvement Society and the Xingzhonghui combined. Tse joined the 
Xingzhonghui, and published its first declaration to the public. 
He participated in plotting the Canton Uprising, which failed. Tse Tsang Tai assisted Yang Quyun 
with the route to flee to places like South Africa. He also arranged for branches of Xingzhonghui to 
be set up in various places.  

1898 He drew the “Map of East Asia Situation”, the earliest political cartoon in modern Chinese history.  

1899 Tse was also the first airship designer. In 1899, with the help of a British friend, Tse successfully 
test-flew an airship that he designed and produced. He intended to promote the development of 
China’s aviation industry, but his proposal was not accepted by the Qing government.  

1901 After Yang Quyun was killed by agents sent by the Qing government, Tse arranged for Yang to be 
buried in the Hong Kong Cemetery in Happy Valley and designed the tombstone for Yang’s grave.  

In the same year, Tse Tsang Tai plotted a second uprising in Canton with Li Jitang and Hong 
Chukui, a former general of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom. The plot was made in the flat above 
the Wo Kei Tsan Fruit Shop in Lan Kwai Fong in Central. The planned uprising was also called “Da 
Ming Shun Tian Guo Expedition”.  

1902 Tse was also a renowned journalist. In 1902 he founded the South China Morning Post with 
Cunningham and Ward. As its editor, Tse often wrote articles to advocate revolution.  

1903 Plotted an uprising in Canton but planned failed due to leakage of information. Withdrew from 
politics thereafter.  

1924 He published, in form of English diaries, his memoirs titled Zhong Hua Min Guo Ge Min Mi Shi 
(中華民國革命秘史; Secret Revolutionary History of the Republic of China) on the South China 
Morning Post, in which he described relevant activities of the Xingzhonghui and preserved some 
important historical documents related to the early stage of the revolution.  

1938 Passed away due to illness. Buried in the Chinese Christian Cemetery in Pokfulam.  

                                                       
1 Tse Tsang Tai: Until recently, the Chinese character “纘” for Tse’s name was used in relevant accounts about 
Tse and revolutionary documents, rendering it “謝纘泰”. However, descendents of Tse have confirmed that the 
character for “Tsang” should be “贊” instead. The name on the tombstone in the Chinese Christian Cemetery in 
Pokfulam nowadays also reads “謝贊泰”. 
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AA :Appppppeeennndddiiixxx   222::      MMMaaappp   ooofff   EEEaaasssttt   AAAsssiiiaaa   –––   PPPooollliiitttiiicccaaalll   SSSiiitttuuuaaatttiiiooonnn   
Below shows one of the earliest political cartoons of Modern China. It is now often seen in History textbooks. The original diagram was drawn by Tse Tsang Tai in 1898. In 
the picture, the bear, the tiger, the frog, the eagle, the Sun and the serpent represent Russia, Britain, France, USA, Japan and Germany, respectively. It was aimed at warning 
the Chinese. Next to the picture, there are these words: “We Chinese people are all deeply asleep, not knowing loving the nation means loving the family! All Chinese should 
wake up now and not wait till our land partitioned like a melon.” (See Feng Ziyou, Ge Min Yi Shi (革命逸史) Vol. 1. The diagram was published on E Shi Jing Wen (俄事警

聞), a Shanghai newspaper with Cai Yuanpei as its chief editor, in 1903. Later on the new version was widely circulated.  

   

“Map of East Asia Situation” – Original version “Map of East Asia Situation” - New Edition 
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