I Love China


Getting to Know China

Materials:

Map of China

Chinese newspaper

Menus from Chinese restaurants

Chinese astrological sign
Chinese traditional games

Chinese music

Online resources e.g. dictionaries, currency converter

Online galleries of artwork
Procedure:

In this activity, teacher can use some or all of the ideas below, depends on students’ interests, needs and abilities:

1. Teacher asks learners to find out about some great sightseeing places in China such as ‘the Great Wall of China’ using online resources.  
2. Guide learners to discuss the differences between natural and man-made wonders of those places.  Introduce students some of the "wonders" of China such as Tian’anmen Square, Summer Palace, Huang Shan etc.
3. Have students find out how long the Great Wall of China is.  Ask them to look for maps and show them to the class.
4. Look at several Chinese simplified characters and see what they mean with learners.  
5. Ask them to bring in menus from local Chinese restaurants or Chinese cooking videos that have both Chinese and English version.   Have students categorize the major types of ingredients used in Chinese cuisine.  Find out if there is any unusual food or food that people cannot eat elsewhere e.g. the heart of pig and chicken liver. 
6. Ask them about recreation in China.  What do Chinese children do for fun?  If possible, bring in a traditional Chinese game to play like Chinese jump rope and Chinese checkers are "traditional" Chinese games. 

7. Use an online currency converter to find out how much one Chinese currency dollar is worth for one Hong Kong dollar.  Practice using the converter by determining how much Chinese currency they would need to purchase common items. 

8. View several online galleries of artwork created by Chinese children.  Have them draw pictures with the theme ‘My Country’.

9. Have students find out about how long are school days and school years, what subjects students study, how much homework is assigned, how many students are in an average school and class and so on by using online resources.  

Speaking activity

Teacher may use the following discussion questions:

· How would you communicate with a Primary student visiting from China who did not speak any English? 

· What do you think a Primary student from China might find different or unusual about Hong Kong? 

· Have students discuss families - different sizes, living arrangements, members, etc. Do your grandparents live with you?  How big is your family? 

Writing activity

1. Students in groups create an illustrated book of China.  Each group members will contribute one or more page(s).  Pages should include vocabulary they learned, collages or illustrations of things about China. They should also capture the interesting and important facts discovered during the activity.
2. When the book is completed, students will have a "book talk / book release party" with food, decorations, dress, music, games, etc. reflecting Chinese culture. 
Peer Evaluation
The group may use the following criteria to evaluate their book pages: 
	
	Well done
	Good
	Satisfactory
	Needs improvement

	Does the page include vocabulary we have learned? Are the words spelled correctly?  

	
	
	
	

	Does the page include pictures / illustrations of China? 

	
	
	
	

	Are we able to capture the interesting and important facts discovered during the activity?

	
	
	
	

	Does the book reflect our impressions of China?

	
	
	
	


Self evaluation

Each student may use the following criteria to evaluate his/her book pages: 
	
	Well done
	Good
	Satisfactory
	Needs improvement

	Does the page include vocabulary I have learned? Are the words spelled correctly?  

	
	
	
	

	Does the page include pictures / illustrations of China? 

	
	
	
	

	Am I able to capture the interesting and important facts discovered during the activity?

	
	
	
	

	Does the book reflect my impression of China?

	
	
	
	


Suggested information and resources for teachers’ use: 
Map of China 
http://www.libsci.sc.edu/miller/map.html
Currency converter
http://www.oanda.com/converter/classic 

Online dictionary
http://elc.polyu.edu.hk/cill/dictiona.htm
Chinese festivals & cultures

http://www.hkedcity.net/resources/ires/ires_search_summary.phtml?level1=0&level2=none&res_func_type=&keyword=know+chinese+culture&res_cat_id=1&display_type=SEARCH&but_search=%B7j%B4M 
Holidays and festivals

http://www.telenex.hku.hk/telec/pteach/menu/ptmenuca.htm

Chopsticks
http://chinesefood.about.com/library/weekly/aa103198.htm
Books and videos on China
http://www.night.net/Rosie/reading-list.html 
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