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LT 2.3.1
[image: image1.png]Festivals around the World (1)

Christmas in Australia

Christmas is hot in Australia. It is their hottest time of the year and children enjoy their long summer holidays.

On Christmas morning, people go to church to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. In the afternoon, they are busy preparing their dinner. In the evening, they take their Christmas dinner to a sandy beach instead of having it at home. They eat turkey, Christmas pudding and mince pies for dinner. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Thanksgiving in America

In America, people celebrate Thanksgiving on the last Thursday of November. It is a day when they give thanks for all the good things they have.


In 1620, some people from Europe came to live in America. These new settlers found life in America very difficult because they could not grow enough food. The Native Americans helped them and they had a good harvest the next year. The new settlers decided to hold a party to thank the Native Americans for their help. This was the first Thanksgiving Day.


All over the country, families gather together for a big meal at Thanksgiving. Sometimes people have to travel from far away to be together. They enjoy eating delicious food like roast turkey and pumpkin pie on that day.

LT 2.3.1
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Festivals around the World (3)
Water Festival in Thailand
In Thailand, the Thai New Year is also called the Water Festival. It is from 13th to 15th April every year. At the Water Festival, Thai people, tourists and even elephants enjoy splashing water on one another! Thai people believe that water can wash away bad luck. They look forward to this festival every year and enjoy it very much because the water cools them off in the hot weather.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Festivals around the World (4)
Children’s Day in Japan
In Japan, people celebrate Children’s Day on 5th May. On that day children do not have to go to school. Families with boys display a warrior doll at home and put up cloth banners that look like fish. They also eat special rice cakes filled with bean paste. Parents wish their children health and happiness. Children also thank their parents for looking after them.
Adapted from Dallas, D. & Pelham, L. (2005). Favourite Festivals. In Dallas, D. & Pelham, L. Longman Welcome to English 5A (pages 35-36). Hong Kong: Longman Hong Kong Education. 

LT 2.3.2
Festivals around the World

Fill in the table below based on the information you read. 

	What?
	What is the name of the festival?
	

	Where?
	Where (In which country) is it celebrated?
	

	When?
	When do people celebrate?
	

	Who?
	Who celebrate?
	

	Why?
	Why do they celebrate?
	

	How?
	What do they do?/ 
What games do they play?
	

	
	What do they eat?
	


LT 2.3.2
(Answer Keys)
Festivals around the World

	
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)

	What?
	What is the name of the festival?
	Christmas
	Thanksgiving
	Water Festival
	Children’s Day

	Where?
	Where (In which country) is it celebrated?
	Australia
	America
	Thailand
	Japan

	When?
	When do people celebrate?
	On 25th December
	On the last Thursday of November
	From 13th to 15th April (at the Thai New Year)
	On 5th May

	Who?
	Who celebrate?
	Australian people
	Families 
	Thai people and tourists
	Families with children

	Why?
	Why do they celebrate?
	People want to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.
	People want to say thank you for all the good things they have.
	Thai people believe that water can wash away bad luck.
	--

	How?
	What do they do?/ 
What games do they play?
	People go to church in the morning.

They prepare their dinner in the afternoon. 

They take their Christmas dinner to a sandy beach in the evening. 
	Families gather together for a big meal.
	People and even elephants splash water on one another.
	Families with boys display a warrior doll at home and put up cloth banners that look like fish. 

Parents wish their children health and happiness. 

Children thank their parents for looking after them. 

	
	What do they eat?
	Turkey, Christmas pudding, mince pies
	Roast turkey, pumpkin pie
	--
	Special rice cakes filled with bean paste


 LT 2.3.3
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A New Festival
Interesting Combinations
Work in groups to think of more items in each column. 
	
	Where

is this festival celebrated?
	When

do people celebrate this festival?
	Who

celebrate this festival?
	How

do people celebrate this festival? (activities/food…)

	1

(e.g.)
	Hong Kong
	summer
	old people
	eat vegetables only

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	

	0
	
	
	
	


Now, let’s make interesting combinations about festivals. 

Example:

Use the last four digits of your phone number (___-___-___-___) as the secret code.
Using this secret code, I get this combination:
	Where
	When
	Who
	How

	
	
	
	


At/On __________, __________ in __________ celebrate this new festival by ______________.
        (when)      (who)
   (where)







(how)
Do you like this combination? Try to make more interesting combinations using other secret codes (e.g. your birthday and your best friend’s birthday).
LT 2.3.4
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A New Festival

More Creative Ideas
Write in the boxes below the combination of items your group likes the most. 
(Each box may contain more than one item)
	Where
	When
	Who
	How

	
	
	
	


Discuss with your group members to think of a name for the new festival and the reason why people celebrate it. 

	What

is the name of the festival?
	Why

do people celebrate this festival? 

	
	


Be creative! 

Look at the items your group has chosen. Can you use the following methods to make the ideas more creative?
	Substitute –

Change the parts
	Combine –

Add/Put things together
	Adapt –

Meet other needs
	Modify –

Change the look

	Minify/Magnify –
Change the size
	Put to other uses
	Eliminate –

Take away some parts
	Reverse/Rearrange –
Change the order
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LT 2.3.4
Example:
	Original idea(s)
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	New idea(s)

	How
	
	How

	Eat chocolate eggs

Put a lucky message inside a fortune cookie
	
	Put a lucky message inside a chocolate egg


It’s your turn!
	Original idea(s)
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	New idea(s)

	_________
	
	_________

	
	
	


	Original idea(s)
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	New idea(s)

	_________
	
	_________

	
	
	


	Original idea(s)
	
	New idea(s)

	_________
	
	_________

	
	
	



LT 2.3.5

A New Festival

Information Report

Fill in the information report below using complete sentences. 

	What?
	What is the name of the festival?
	_________________________________________

_________________________________________

	Where?
	Where (In which country) is this festival celebrated?
	_________________________________________

_________________________________________

	When?
	When do people celebrate this festival?
	_________________________________________

_________________________________________

	Who?
	Which people celebrate  this festival?
	_________________________________________

_________________________________________

	Why?
	Why do they celebrate this festival?
	_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

	How?
	What do they do to celebrate this festival?/ What games do they play to celebrate this festival?
	_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

	
	What do they eat to celebrate this festival?
	_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________


LT 2.3.6
A New Festival

Group Presentation – Peer Assessment Form

Circle 1, 2 or 3 to show how well the group did in the presentation.

	Group _________  
	(
	((
	(((

	1. Do they speak clearly and loudly enough?
	1
	2
	3

	2. Do they co-operate well with one another?
	1
	2
	3

	3. Is the presentation interesting?
	1
	2
	3

	4. Is their new festival special?
	1
	2
	3

	5. Is (Are) the activity (activities) interesting?
	1
	2
	3

	6. Is the food special?
	1
	2
	3

	
	Total marks (     )

	Suggestions:




Combine – 


Add things together








______________________


___________





______________________


___________





______________________


___________
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