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• organise exchange 
programmes to other 
places

• organise activities for 
foreign students visiting the 
school

• address the Major Renewed 
Emphases of Learning to Learn 
2+ when planning the English 
Language curriculum

They should not be 
done in isolation!

Are you required to take up these tasks?



Source: 
Secondary 
Education 
Curriculum 
Guide (May 
2017) (Draft) 

School development focuses



Background

‘Global 
Classroom’

organise overseas 
exchange programmes

‘G.L.E.A.M.’
organise activities for 

students from overseas

• G: Global

• L: Learning

• E: Exposure

• A: Aspiration

• M: Messages



How to effectively connect the curriculum with the 
‘Global Classroom’

• Reflecting on existing resources and experiences

‘Reading Plus’
programme

Experience 
in RaC

Global 
network

Reading 
curriculum



What is the ‘Reading Plus’ programme

Before foreign students visit our school,

•both Hong Kong and foreign students are given self-
directed learning reading tasks

During their visits,

• foreign students are invited to join our lessons 

• there is interaction between local and foreign 
students based on the pre-lesson reading and topic 
given



Objectives

RaC

Reading Plus

English 
reading 

curriculum

-Reading abilities

-Wide reading

-Cultural awareness

-Values education

-Capacity in 
teaching reading 

-Cross-KLA 
collaboration

-Assessment 
Literacy 

L

T

Meet the 
challenge
-Overseas 
exchange
-Future study 
and work



RaC

Reading Plus

English 
reading 

curriculum

2016/2017 2017/2018

Components in 
the curriculum

• English 
reading 
curriculum

• Reading 
Plus

• English 
reading 
curriculum

• Reading 
Plus

• RaC

Levels S1 & S2 Piloted in 
some S2 & S3 
classes

Subjects 
involved

English • English
• Science
• History

Foreign 
countries 
involved

Germany • Finland
• U.S.A.

Stages of development



About the reading curriculum 
at the junior secondary level

•Drew up a vertical reading plan

• Selected readers for intensive reading     

(1 storybook/anthology)
• Taught target reading skills

• Increased reading exposure and reinforced skills 

(4 fiction and nonfiction texts)
• Taught/recapped reading skills
•Developed a response to the text
• Increased exposure



What happened

• Conducted a pre-test

• Designed unit plans and materials

• Taught reading skills explicitly

• Did extended speaking activities 



•Reading log books 
•Done between lessons throughout the year

• Reading awards



2016/2017 2017/2018

Components in 
the curriculum

• English 
reading 
curriculum

• Reading 
Plus

• English 
reading 
curriculum

• Reading 
Plus

• RaC

Levels S1 & S2 Piloted in 
some S2 & S3 
classes

Subjects 
involved

English • English
• Science
• History

Foreign 
countries 
involved

Germany • Finland
• U.S.A.

Stages of development

RaC

Reading Plus

English 
reading 

curriculum



About the Reading Plus 
Germany/HK Exchange Programme

Pre

• Pre-lesson reading
• Completion of pre-lesson tasks (e.g. reading skills covered in reading 

curriculum)
• Preparation for performance tasks
• Pre-unit self-reflection

While

• Cultural exchanges

• Performance tasks

• Group interaction and sharing

Post
• Extended writing and reading

• Post-unit self-reflection

Unit flow



What happened

• Pre-lesson preparation to 
promote students’ self-
directed learning:
• Read stories 

independently before 
the lesson

• Completed worksheets 
on reading skills 

• Prepared for storytelling
• Completed a pre-activity 

self-assessment form 

Pre

Self-assessment related to 
students’ values, attitudes and 

cultural awareness



• During the lesson

• Warm-up: Learned more about Hong Kong/Germany

• Had storytelling by German students and Hong Kong 
students

• Strengthened reading skills

• Shared their views on questions related to the story

• Reported and shared opinions

• Reflected upon the higher-order questions

• Wrap-up

While





German 
folk tale







Chinese 
folk tale

Picture of Mulan 
wearing a dress

Picture of Mulan 
wearing a 
warrior’s outfit









•After the lesson
• Rewrote story 

ending
• Completed extended 

reading logs (reading 
in free time)

• Completed a post-
activity self-
assessment form 

Post



2016/2017 2017/2018

Components 
in the 
curriculum

• English 
reading 
curriculum

• Reading 
Plus

• English 
reading 
curriculum

• Reading 
Plus

• RaC

Levels S1 & S2 Piloted in 
some S2 & S3 
classes

Subjects 
involved

English • English
• Science
• History

Foreign 
countries 
involved

Germany • Finland
• U.S.A.

Stages of development

RaC

Reading Plus

English 
reading 

curriculum



About the Reading Plus 
Finland/HK and the U.S.A./HK Exchange Programmes

Unit flow

Pre

• Pre-lesson reading of nonfiction
• Completion of pre-lesson tasks (e.g. reading skills covered in 

reading curriculum)
• Pre-unit self-reflection

While
• Cultural exchanges

• Group interaction and sharing

Post

• Extended writing and reading

• Post-unit self-reflection

• Hands-on session (Science unit)

Collaboration with 
History teachers

~ A unit on culture 
implemented in the U.S.A./HK 

exchange programme
~ A unit on culture 

implemented in the Finland/HK 
exchange programme

Collaboration with 
Science teachers

~ A unit on environmental 
protection implemented 

in both exchange 
programmes

~ Promoted STEM education



What happened – Science unit on 
environmental protection

•Pre-lesson preparation to promote students’ self-
directed learning:
•Read nonfiction texts independently before the 

lesson
•Completed worksheets on reading skills/content 

subject knowledge/knowledge structures
•Completed a pre-activity self-assessment form 



Reinforcing target reading skills



Reinforcing a target knowledge structure



Energy labels of different 
countries

• During the English lesson

• Reinforced the language needed for the hands-on session in the Science lesson

• Discussed environmental protection

• How to keep warm during winter

• Environmental impact of the methods

authentic needs

different English varieties

exposure

global perspectives



… to achieve…



S T E M

• During the Science lesson
• Hands-on session: Conducted an 

experiment to make heat packs
• Gave heat packs as gifts to the 

foreign students



S T E M

• After the lesson
• Extended task: 
Discussed and planned a 
proposal to market and 
sell reusable hand 
warmers

Entrepreneurial skills



About the Reading Plus 
Finland/HK and the U.S.A./HK Exchange Programmes

Unit flow

Pre

• Pre-lesson reading of nonfiction
• Completion of pre-lesson tasks (e.g. reading skills covered in 

reading curriculum)
• Pre-unit self-reflection

While
• Cultural exchanges

• Group interaction and sharing

Post

• Extended writing and reading

• Post-unit self-reflection

• Hands-on session (Science unit)

Collaboration with 
Science teachers

~ A unit on environmental 
protection implemented 

in both exchange 
programmes

~ Promoted STEM education

Collaboration with 
History teachers

~ A unit on culture 
implemented in the U.S.A./HK 

exchange programme
~ A unit on culture 

implemented in the Finland/HK 
exchange programme



What happened – History unit on US and 
Chinese culture

•Pre-lesson preparation to promote students’ self-
directed learning:
•Read nonfiction texts independently before the 

lesson
•Completed worksheets on reading skills/content 

subject knowledge /knowledge structures
•Completed a pre-activity self-assessment form 



Reinforcing the use of voices to help 
students understand the text and 

content subject knowledge

Expanding vocabulary to help 
students develop an 

understanding of the text



• During the lesson



Reading

•Reading abilities
•Showed improvement in the post-test

•Wide reading 

•Exposed to a variety of texts, including fiction and 
nonfiction, English readers and content subject texts

•Number of books read and reading logs done in 
students’ own time (around 10 – 15+ per year)

Impact



Cultural 
awareness

Respect and 
care

Positive values 
and attitudes

For oneself For others
Openness

- To develop an 

open-minded 

attitude, showing 

an understanding 

and respect for 

different cultures

- To think from 

others’ 

perspectives

- To show 

empathy and 

acceptance

- To establish 

friendly 

relationships

- To develop 

mutual support

- Think from the 

perspective of 

others 

regardless of 

age/sex/culture

- Have exposure to 

a variety of texts

- Have direct 

communication 

with students from 

another cultural 

background

- Appreciate the 

value of 

teamwork

- Have direct 

communication 

with students 

from another 

cultural 

background

- To develop self-

esteem

- Identify and 

accept one’s 

strengths and 

weaknesses and 

improve self-

acceptance (e.g. 

old people/girls 

can do great 

things)

- To protect the 

environment

- To be a 

responsible citizen

- Develop an 

awareness of the 

potential impact 

on the 

environment

Unit on German and local culture

History unit on US 
and local culture

All units

Science unit on environmental 
protection

For the 
environment

Responsibility
• Cultural awareness
• Positive values and attitudes

Impact



• Capacity in teaching reading
•More explicit teaching of reading skills

• Cross-KLA collaboration
• Closer collaboration between English and content 

subject teachers

•Assessment Literacy 
•A variety of assessment activities used to assess 

different aspects of student learning

Impact



Assessment
focus-

Assessment 
tool/activity

Assessment time Reading 
lesson

Reading Plus

Reading 
abilities

Pre-/post-tests Beginning and end of year 

Worksheets Before, during and after 
lessons

 

Classroom 
observation

During lessons  

Exposure Reading logs Between lessons  

Reading awards End of year 

- Cultural 
awareness
- Values 
education

Worksheets Before, during and after 
lessons



Classroom 
observation

During lessons 

Pre-/post-
activity self-
assessment

Before and after 
programmes



Performance 
task (theme-
based 
presentations)

End of term 

Student 
interview

End of school year 

Content 
subject 
knowledge

Pre-/post-
activity self-
assessment

Before and after 
programmes





Food for thought

• How can we make links between different components in the 
curriculum?

• Develop an understanding of the English Language curriculum and 
the Major Renewed Emphases

• Explore the possibility of connecting the formal and informal 
curricula (e.g. overseas exchange programmes, theme-based 
presentations)

• Seek advice from content subject teachers (e.g. US History in S2 
syllabus, ideas to promote STEM education)

• Plan a balanced curriculum (knowledge, skills, culture and values)
• Provide students with ample extended learning opportunities
• Adopt a variety of assessment activities for a better understanding of 

different aspects of student learning



Food for thought

•What if we do not have any foreign buddies?

•NET  global perspective
•Outside resources

OR

•What if the foreign buddies cannot come?  
• e-tools (e.g. Skype)



What’s next

•Develop more RaC units for junior forms

•Extend the programme to senior forms

•Replace some of the existing readers covered in the 
reading curriculum with the Reading Plus materials


