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ASSESSMENT OF WRITING
When we speak of assessment we mean gathering information about students' evolving knowledge and
strategy use fo inform our instruction. We do not mean evaluation, i.e. testing for the purpose of grading

student work.

The Cramer Rubrics are an attempt to quantify, in clear terms, our expectations of student writing. The
questions allow us fo probe student strategy use in order to develop instruction that addresses specific
needs and builds on specific strengths.

STANDARDS FOR EVALUATING COMPOSING SKILLS FOR NARRATIVE WRITING

STORY

STRUCTURE

Low MIDDLE HIGH
Beginning, middle & end Identifiable beginning,
present but not always middle & end.

No identifiable structure. Story

structure  unclear.  Action &
characters not developed or related.
Essential  details missing or

confusing. Story ends abruptly or
reaches no definable conclusion.

identifiable. Story
problem presented but
not completely developed.
Some conversational or
descriptive details
included. End may not be
satisfying or interesting.

Characters introduced,
problem presented, both
well developed with
conversational or
descriptive detail. Ending
satisfying and highly
effective.

STORY

SETTING

Story se’r.'ring not identifiable.
Details are inappropriate and/or
confusing.

The time and the place of
the story are hinted at
but are uncertain.
Further references to
setting may be
inconsistent with original
time and place stated.

Time and place or story
are clearly set. The
specific details of related
to setting are given in
appropriate context.
Setting consistent
throughout.

STORY

CHARACTERS

Characters are not believable.
Details of character development
are inconsistent, inappropriate or
missing. Difficult o distinguish one
character from another. Action of
characters unrelated to problem.

Characters somewhat
believable. Some
conversational or
descriptive detail given
but do not develop
character personality.
Actions of characters not
always related to problem.
Major & minor characters
not clearly discernible.

Characters believable.
Descriptive or
conversational detail
develops character
personality. Character
action relates to problem.
Major characters more
fully developed than minor
ones.

STORY

IDEA

Story idea is trite or otherwise
uninteresting. Story lacks plot or
plot is vague.

Story idea is interesting.
Idea may lack freshness
or imaginativeness. Story
has a plot. Plot may not be
well developed or entirely
consistent.

Story idea is fresh or
imaginative. Story plot is
well developed and
consistent.





Lok Wah Catholic Primary School

2006-2007 First Term Examination

Primary 6 English

Teachers’ Guidelines on Writing
	Genre:
	Narrative Writing

	Targets:
	· Use story structure that comprises setting, problems, events and solutions

· Use appropriate cohesive devices

	Expected outcome:
	With the help of the words and picture cues given, pupils are expected to write a story about a bank robbery in about 80 words, including an ending of the story.

	Assessment criteria and allocation of marks:

(Total: 70 marks)
	Content

(Composing skills)
	Language

(Mechanical skills)

	
	40 marks
	30 marks

	
	Story structure – 15 marks

Idea of story ending – 15 marks
Story setting – 10 marks


	Grammar and usage – 12 marks
Punctuation – 3 marks
Spelling – 5 marks

Cohesiveness – 10 marks


Suggested performance indicators for assessing the composing skills for narrative writing (Content)
	Assessment criteria
	LOW
	MIDDLE
	HIGH

	Story structure

(15 marks)
	(0-5 marks)

No identifiable structure. Story structure unclear. Action & characters not developed or related. Essential details missing or confusing. Story lacks plot or plot is vague.
	(6-10 marks)

Beginning, middle & end present but not always identifiable. Story problem presented but not completely developed. Some conversational or descriptive details included. Story has a plot but may not be well developed or entirely consistent.
	(11-15 marks)

Identifiable beginning, middle & end. Characters introduced, problem presented, both well developed with conversational or descriptive detail. Story plot is well developed and consistent.

	Idea of story ending

(15 marks)
	(0-5 marks)

The idea of story ending is trite or uninteresting. Story ends abruptly or reaches no definable conclusion.
	(6-10 marks)

The idea of story ending is interesting, but may lack freshness or imaginativeness.
	(11-15 marks)

The idea of story ending is fresh or imaginative. Ending satisfying and effective.

	Story setting

(10 marks)
	(0-3 marks)

Story setting not identifiable. Details are inappropriate and/or confusing.
	(4-6 marks)

The time and the place of the story are hinted at but are uncertain. Further references to setting may be inconsistent with original time and place stated.
	(7-10 marks)

Setting consistent throughout. Time and place are clearly set. The specific details of related setting are given in appropriate context.


Suggested performance indicators for assessing the mechanical skills for narrative writing (Language)
	Assessment criteria
	LOW
	MIDDLE
	HIGH

	Grammar and usage

(12 marks)
	(0-4 marks)

Frequent errors in the used of nouns, pronouns, modifiers, and verbs.
	(5-8 marks)

Grammatical errors sometimes occur. Syntax is more appropriate to oral, rather than written language.
	(9-12 marks)

Grammatical conventions of inflections, functions, modifiers, nouns, pronouns and verbs observed. Grammatical errors are infrequent.

	Punctuation (3 marks)
	(0 marks)

End punctuation often used incorrectly. Other common punctuation is almost never used correctly.
	(1-2 marks)

Sentences usually end with appropriate punctuation. Uncommon punctuation sometimes used inaccurately.
	(3 marks)

Sentences consistently end with appropriate punctuation. Other less common punctuation usually used correctly.

	Spelling

(5 marks)
	(0-1 mark)

Frequent spelling errors. Shows frustration spelling level (less than 70% accuracy). Misspellings often difficult to recognize as English words.
	(2-3 marks)

Majority of words spelled correctly. Shows an instructional spelling level (70 – 80% accuracy). Misspellings approximate correct spellings.
	(4-5 marks)

Nearly all words spelled correctly. Shows an independent spelling level (90% and above). Misspellings close to correct spellings.

	Cohesiveness

(10 marks)
	(0-3 marks)

Simple sentences and/or phrases, or even single words are used to convey meaning. Cohesive devices are used inappropriately or unattempted.
	(4-7 marks)

Writes simple sentences to express ideas coherently most of the time. Appropriate cohesive devices are used to convey meaning clearly.
	(8-10 marks)

Writes with a variety of sentence structures. Shows evidence of smooth transitions. Uses a wide range of cohesive devices appropriately to link up own ideas and convey meaning clearly and effectively.


Lok Wah Catholic Primary School

2006-2007 Primary 6 English

Teachers’ Guidelines on Writing
	Genre:
	Narrative Writing

	Targets:
	· Use story structure that comprises setting, problems, events and solutions

· Use appropriate cohesive devices

	Expected outcome:
	With the help of the words and picture cues given, pupils are expected to write a story about a bank robbery in about 80 words, including an ending of the story.

	Assessment criteria and allocation of marks:

(Total: 70 marks)
	Content

(Composing skills)
	Language

(Mechanical skills)

	
	40 marks
	30 marks

	
	Story structure – 25 marks

Idea of story ending – 15 marks

	Grammar and usage – 12 marks

Punctuation – 3 marks

Spelling – 7 marks

Cohesiveness – 8 marks


Suggested performance indicators for assessing the composing skills for narrative writing (Content)

	Assessment criteria
	LOW
	MIDDLE
	HIGH

	Story structure

(25 marks)
	(0-8 marks)

No identifiable structure. Story structure unclear. Action & characters not developed or related. Essential details missing or confusing. Story lacks plot or plot is vague.
	(9-16 marks)

Beginning, middle & end present but not always identifiable. Story problem presented but not completely developed. Some conversational or descriptive details included. Story has a plot but may not be well developed or entirely consistent.
	(17-25 marks)

Identifiable beginning, middle & end. Characters introduced, problem presented, both well developed with conversational or descriptive detail. Story plot is well developed and consistent.

	Idea of story ending

(15 marks)
	(0-5 marks)

The idea of story ending is trite or uninteresting. Story ends abruptly or reaches no definable conclusion.
	(6-10 marks)

The idea of story ending is interesting, but may lack freshness or imaginativeness.
	(11-15 marks)

The idea of story ending is fresh or imaginative. Ending satisfying and effective.


Suggested performance indicators for assessing the mechanical skills for narrative writing (Language)

	Assessment criteria
	LOW
	MIDDLE
	HIGH

	Grammar and usage

(12 marks)
	(0-4 marks)

Frequent errors in the used of nouns, pronouns, modifiers, and verbs.
	(5-8 marks)

Grammatical errors sometimes occur. Syntax is more appropriate to oral, rather than written language.
	(9-12 marks)

Grammatical conventions of inflections, functions, modifiers, nouns, pronouns and verbs observed. Grammatical errors are infrequent.

	Punctuation (3 marks)
	(0 mark)

End punctuation often used incorrectly. Other common punctuation is almost never used correctly.
	(1-2 marks)

Sentences usually end with appropriate punctuation. Uncommon punctuation sometimes used inaccurately.
	(3 marks)

Sentences consistently end with appropriate punctuation. Other less common punctuation usually used correctly.

	Spelling

(7 marks)
	(0-2 marks)

Frequent spelling errors. Shows frustration spelling level (less than 70% accuracy). Misspellings often difficult to recognize as English words.
	(3-5 marks)

Majority of words spelled correctly. Shows an instructional spelling level (70 – 80% accuracy). Misspellings approximate correct spellings.
	(6-7 marks)

Nearly all words spelled correctly. Shows an independent spelling level (90% and above). Misspellings close to correct spellings.

	Cohesiveness

(8 marks)
	(0-3 marks)

Simple sentences and/or phrases, or even single words are used to convey meaning. Cohesive devices are used inappropriately or unattempted.
	(4-5 marks)

Writes simple sentences to express ideas coherently most of the time. Appropriate cohesive devices are used to convey meaning clearly.
	(6-8 marks)

Writes with a variety of sentence structures. Shows evidence of smooth transitions. Uses a wide range of cohesive devices appropriately to link up own ideas and convey meaning clearly and effectively.
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