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Today’s Program 

• The place of vocabulary in reading 

•  Word recognition and word association 

• School-based experience  

  Modular/ unit plan 

  Teaching and Learning 

  Assessment 
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Understand word meaning 

Lost in the park 

Mum looks for Jacky 

Home 
P3 Eng 2013 R&W 
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Cooking 

Art  

P3 English 

2013 Reading and Writing 
Understand word meaning 

P3 Eng 2013 R&W 
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Classrooms 

Understand word meaning 

P3 Eng 2013 R&W 



6 

Computer room 

P6 Eng 2013 R&W 

Understand word meaning 
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Countryside 

P6 Eng 2013 R&W 

Understand word meaning 
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swimsuit, goggles,  

sandals, a towel 

P6 Eng 2013 R&W 

Understand word meaning 
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Vocabulary & Reading Skills    

Basic skills involved: 

• Locate specific information 

• Recognize word meaning 

• Key Stage 1: 9 out of 26 questions focus on  

  word recognition  

• Key Stage 2: 7 out of 35 questions focus on  

  word recognition 



10 

Word Association 

Examples of synonyms 

Healthy living – a good diet 

Online shopping – buy online 

2013 P6TSA 
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Example of synonym 

Cycling  – riding bicycle 

2013 P6TSA 

“Knowing a word” means… Word Association 
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“Knowing a word” means… 

Example of synonym 

Not a good athlete  – not good at sports 

Word Association 
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Art 

Painting Drawing 

 

Sculptures 

 

… … … 

“Knowing a word” means… Word Association 
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“Knowing a word” means… 

Nature 

flowers trees animals … … … 

Word Association 
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Art 

Sculptures Drawing Painting 
Drama /  

play 

Music /  

songs 
Dancing 

Coordinate classification 

Superordinate classification 

“Knowing a word” means… 

Subordinative classification 

Nature 

flowers trees animals sea land … 

Word Association 
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• Deliberate organization of words into hierarchies 

• Develops associative networks 

• Allow for efficient vocabulary growth because the     

  system is ‘open’ and allows for additions 

• Associated with Receptive vocabulary knowledge    

  in particular 

• Retrieval of words operates through the “cohort”  

  principle 

Superordinate classification Word Association 



17 

Categories Examples 

by contrast or antonym wet – dry 

by similarity or synonym blossom – flower 

by subordinative classification animal – dog 

by coordinate classification apple – peach 

by superordinate classification spinach – vegetable 

• Knowledge of the network of associations  

between that word and other words (Slobin, 1971) 

More than word meaning Word Association 
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Wordlists for  
English Language Curriculum 

http://cd1.edb.hkedcity.net/cd/eng/vocab09/index.htm 
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School Background 

1. Government subsided school in Tin Shui Wai. 

2. Pupils from nearby private and public estates. 

3. Great diversity (different socioeconomic          

    background). 

4. Cater high ends and low-ability group. 
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Curriculum Planning 

A. Teaching materials used in the school: 

  

1. Longman Elect textbook 

     a. 7 units are taught 

2. Key Stage 2 Integration Programme (KIP)  

     a. 4 books a year 

         - reading and writing strategies 

     b. 8 readers for guided reading 

         - 3 groups of pupils 

         - ability grouping 
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Modular/Unit Plan 

B. Unit planning (Elect 4B Unit 6): 

  

1.Reading passage (1.5 lessons) 

2.Vocabulary building (0.5 lesson) 

3.Vocab Talk (0.5 lesson) 

4.Key vocabulary (0.5 lesson) 

5.Key structures + practice (2 lessons) 

6. In-class quiz (1 lesson) 

7.Listening (1 lesson) 

8.Dictation (1 lesson) 
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Modular/Unit Plan 

C. How do we teach the story? 

Show the traditional version of story. 

Predict and confirm. 

Teach reading skills. 

Check pupils’ understanding. 
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C. How do we teach the story? 

    Textbook reading: 

-   Show pictures of the story and asks questions to  

    elicit key words and ideas. 

- Pupils listen to the 1st paragraph. Then, compare  

    the first two events with the story elements, asks if  

    the setting, characters and the first two events are  

    similar. 

Modular/Unit Plan 
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C. How do we teach the story? 

    Textbook reading: 

-   Let pupils listen to the rest parts of the story. Ask  

    pupils if it’s similar to the original one. 

- Asks pupils read the story individually for a few  

    minutes. Then asks questions to check  

    understanding. 

Modular/Unit Plan 
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Modular/Unit Plan 

D. Activity (Elect 4B Unit 6): 

  

Vocabulary teaching: 

What key words will you choose? Please  

choose 10 target words from the text  

given and discuss their criteria in 2 minutes. 

(Reading text: Unit 6 Having good habits)  
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Modular/Unit Plan 

D. Activity (Elect 4B Unit 6): 

  

Vocabulary teaching: 

 

Sharing -  

What key words will you choose? Please  

share your points of view.  
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Modular/Unit Plan 

D. Activity (Elect 4B Unit 6): 

  

Vocabulary teaching: 

What did we choose? Why? 

- a tall tower   - shook her long hair 

- to rescue    - smells awful 

- put his hand over his mouth  

- nice and clean teeth   - long fingernails  

- smiled a handsome white smile 

- ran his fingers through his shiny hair 
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Types of Key Phrases 

A. Key Phrases from textbook 

B. Vocabulary Talk 

C. Thematic Vocabulary provided    

     by publisher 

D. Text-type Vocabulary 
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A. Key Phrases from textbook 

1. What? 

-  Unfamiliar words or phrases that   

     hinder understanding. 

   e.g. smiled a handsome white smile /  

          put his hand over his mouth 

2. Why? 

- Deepen students’ understanding of the  

     text. 

- Increase vocabulary (receptive). 
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3. When should this be taught? 

- Teach at the post-reading stage (follow-

up). 

- Consolidate at the beginning of 

subsequent lessons, used as a 

classroom routine. 

 

A. Key Phrases from textbook 
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4. How do we teach key phrases? 

- Use pictures or photos to illustrate the 

meaning of the key phrases. Then read 

aloud the phrases. 

- In the subsequent lessons, show 

powerpoint A (photo / clipart + words) as a 

revision.  

   Purpose: helps pupils remember the words 

 

A. Key Phrases from textbook 

Unit 6 Vocabulary ppt A 

 

Ppt 2a_Key phrases.ppt
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4. How do we teach key phrases? 

-  Show powerpoint B (photo / clipart first, 

then words) 

   Purpose: check pupils’ memory 

 

A. Key Phrases from textbook 

Unit 6 Vocabulary ppt B 

 

- Reading aloud (whole class, group, pair) 

Ppt 2b_Key phrases.ppt
Ppt 2b_Key phrases.ppt
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B. Vocabulary Talk 

1. What? 

- high occurrence words (common words 

that students always find in texts) 

- synonyms, antonyms, superordinate  

(word association) 

- vocabulary for writing (productive) 
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2. Why? 

- Revisit previously learnt vocabulary 

- Help students store and retrieve 

vocabulary 

- Increase the vocabulary size 
 

3. When? 

- Post-reading: (after Key Phrases teaching) 

B. Vocabulary Talk 
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4. How do we teach? 

- Teacher preparation:  

    identify vocab and plan word association 

- Ask students to underline the words and 

write down some notes (e.g. synonyms) 

in the Vocab Building Book. 

 

 

B. Vocabulary Talk 

C. Thematic Vocabulary 

Target vocabulary of the textbook 
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D. Text Type Vocabulary 

1. What? 

- Phrases related to particular text types 

2. Why? 

- Students may have difficulty finding the 

word meaning. 

3. When? 

- Post-reading 
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4. How to consolidate? 

- Match the words with the Chinese 

meaning. 

- Identify the part of speech. 

- Highlight the hints. 

D. Text Type Vocabulary 
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Formative Assessment (In-class quiz) 

A. The design of the in-class quiz 

 

The purpose: 

• reflect students’ learning 

• facilitate and direct teaching  
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Formative Assessment (In-class quiz) 

A. The design of in-class quiz 

 

a)  Vocabulary control 

about 90% are: 

    - familiar words 

    - target words 

    Reading text of Unit 6 

    In-class quiz of Unit 6 

 

 

 

Unit 6_Having good habits_Text.doc
13_2nd_P.4_Unit 6_ws 1b_Underlined version.doc
13_2nd_P.4_Unit 6_ws 1b_Underlined version.doc
13_2nd_P.4_Unit 6_ws 1b_Underlined version.doc
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Reading Text of the Unit 

 

In-class Quiz 



41 

boxed - 

Target words 
in the unit 

underlined - 

Target words 
in the 

previous 
units 

(prior 
knowledge) 

In-class Quiz 
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Formative Assessment (In-class quiz) 

A. The design of in-class quiz 

b) Reading skills  
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B. Administering the test &  

 Feedback on mistakes  

- Procedures:  

 1. Read aloud textbook passage 

 2. Introduce text type and theme  (video) 

 3. Students do the test, ask Ss to locate    

  answers 

  

Formative Assessment (In-class quiz) 

Reading instruction_merged_V1.wmv
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B. Administering the test &  

 Feedback on mistakes  

- Procedures:  

 4. Check answers. (video) 

 5. Show hands for overall results. Invite Ss    

  to explain answers.  

Formative Assessment (In-class quiz) 

Explain Question 2_V1.wmv
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C. Analysis of the test 

 

Formative Assessment (In-class quiz) 

a. Fanny did not want Susan to see her large ears. 

b. Fanny did not want to listen to what other girls said. 

c. Fanny had a problem with her head. 

d.  Fanny wanted to hide herself from Susan. 

4. Read line 6-7: Fanny was upset. 

    She put her hands over her ears and left the dancing hall.  
Why did Fanny put her hands over her ears? 

Recognize familiar words in a new text 
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C. Analysis of the test 

 

Formative Assessment (In-class quiz) 

Recognize familiar words in a new text 
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A. Content of Summative Assessment 

Summative Assessment 

Synonyms / similar meanings 
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A. Content of Summative Assessment 

Summative Assessment 

Antonyms 
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Thanks for your time! 
Hope you find the sharing useful. 


