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1. Understand Students’ Background 

Students’ Background: 
•Does the student live in Hong Kong?  

•Did the student study in a 

kindergarten?  

•Did the student travel in Hong Kong?  

•Will the student study in a HK 

secondary school?  

English Learning Experience 

•Does the student have experience 

learning English before coming to 

HK?  

•Does the student have support in 

English at home?  

•Does the student have exposure to 

English at home?  

Parents’ Expectation 3 



Purposes of Pre-Primary 1 Test 

 

- Assess the magnitude of the situation 

-Diagnose early means early intervention 

-Identify who needs more help or less help  

-Identify what needs to be addressed 

-Plan early of how and when different teaching and 

learning tasks are to be implemented 
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2. Evaluate Students’ English Proficiency 
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3. Conduct Parent Seminars & Student Summer course 

Introduce the School’s online resources 

Engage parents in understanding students’ 

learning 
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Helping parents to understand education in Hong Kong in 

terms of Pedagogy, Homework and Assessment Policies 

English language learning and teaching pedagogy in 

HK:  
 

 
•Balanced focus on the four skills of reading, writing, 
speaking and listening 
 

•English is learned through communicative approach 
and based on ESL theories 
 
•Phonics is treated as important building blocks for 
English language learning 
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Helping Parents to Understand Homework 

Requirements 

•A wide variety of homework 

e.g. Reading, online 

information research 

 

•Parental support speeds up 

children’s learning 

 

Homework  abbreviation 



 

•Purposes of assessments: Assessments are viewed by the 

school as a process to improve learning and teaching 

 

Parents should use assessment information to understand their 

children’s development 

 

•Modes of assessments:   

Dictations, formative assessments, quizzes, writing grades, 

project learning 

 

•Frequency of assessments:  

2 summative assessments each term 

Helping parents to understand education in Hong Kong in 

terms of Pedagogy, Homework and Assessment Policies 
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Assessments 



•Speed up students’ English 

language learning by better use of 

the summer holiday 

 

•Focus:  

•Alphabet recognition, 

•Alphabet writing  

•Phonics 

•English songs exposure 

 

•Use of IT technology (QR Code)  

 

•Solicit parental help 

 

•Lasts for 5 days 

3. Conduct Parent Seminars & Student Summer course 

11 



Use of IT 

technology 

QR code 

Solicit  parental 

support 
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4. Beginning of the Formal P.1 curriculum in  
HKECA Wu Si Chong  Memorial School 

 
•Teachers  slightly adjust their 
expectations on P.1  
e.g. do not expect students to be 
able to dictate sentences or 
long vocabulary at beginning 
of the term  
 

•Pay attention to needs of the 
CBS 
e.g. do some action songs, 
chants as they feel tired after 
long-hours of travelling in the 
morning 
 

•Some curriculum adaptations  
e.g. Action Alphabet and Phonics 
Table 

僑港伍氏宗親會伍時暢紀念學校 



Phonics Table 
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A. Parent-Pupil Phonics Class  

Purposes To help parents understand what their 
child is learning at school  
To equip parents with some basic phonics 
skills so that they can help their child at 
home 

Duration 6 weeks (Saturdays)  

Target 
Participants 

CBS and parents/ NAC and parents 

Content 34 phonemes 
 (A to Z; long vowels (a/e/i/o/u) ; digraphs 
ch/sh/th/wh 

17 



The Parent-Pupil Phonics Classes 
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Action Alphabet in 

classrooms 

A as in Ankle P as in Point 
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B. The Buddy English Language Scheme 

Phase 1 

• 4 weeks (September)  
 

• Consolidation of 
alphabet learning  
 

• Multiple ways to help 
students to recognise , 
sequence and write 
letters 

Phase 2 

•5 weeks 
(December) 

 

•Basic greetings, Listen to 
instructions, Numbers, 
Colours & 
Body parts)  

 

•Develop basic reading 
aloud, word recognition 
and listening skills 
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1. Recognise letters 

presented in normal 

sequence 

2. Recognise letters 

in random order 

3. Arrange letters in 

correct sequence 
4. Write letters  

The Buddy Scheme: Phase 1 
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Day Curriculum Content 

Day 1 Greeting and Myself  

Day 2 Greeting and Myself 

Day 3 Listening to Instructions 

Day 4 Listening to Instructions 

Day 5 Numbers 

Day 6 Colours 

Day 7 Colours 

Day 8 Body Parts 

Day 9 Body Parts and Actions 

Day 10 Body Parts and Actions 

The Buddy Scheme: Phase 2 
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Close connection to the P.1 curriculum 
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Classroom Language 
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Interesting 

songs 



C. Online School Resources  

• School website 
 http://www.wusichong.edu.hk/ 
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http://www.wusichong.edu.hk/it-school/php/webcms/public/mainpage/albumindex.php
http://www.wusichong.edu.hk/


Phonics Learning  

Dictation Preparation  
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Songs and Chants 
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Online Stories 



D. Timely Formative Assessment 

Formative 
Assessment 1 

(Pre-primary  1 

Test) 

• In August 
• Alphabet 

recognition 

• Alphabet 
sequencing  

• Alphabet 
writing 

• Read aloud 
some basic 
vocabulary on 
numbers, 
colour, toys 

Formative 
Assessment  

2 
(Post-test) 

• In  October 

• Alphabet 
recognition 

• Alphabet 
sequencing  

• Alphabet 
writing 

Formative 
Assessment  

3 

• In  late 
October 

• Mock Paper 
of Summative 
Assessment 

 
 

 

Formative 
Assessment  

 4 

• In January 

• Basic 
Phonics 



Familiarization with Examinations in HK 

-School uses Mock Assessment 

Papers to help CBS familiarize 

with assessment requirements in 

Hong Kong 

 

-P.1 students are given last 

year’s school assessment papers 

 

- Students do the papers at home 

with parental support 

 

-School releases answers online 
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Complexity of School Context in Hong Kong 

Newly  
Arrived  
Children 

(NAC)   
Non- 

Chinese 
Speaking 
Students  

(NCS) 

SEN 
Unmotivated 

learners 

Cross-

boundary 

Students 

Schools in 

Hong Kong 
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