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• Real local and international stories are selected 

• Layouts are clear with large print and rich  illustrations  

• Language is real  

• Different text types such as recipes, captions, comics, word games 

and letters are included  

Common Features of  
Kids’ Newspapers 
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Experience at 
Tin Shui Wai Catholic Primary School 

 Students background:  
• Students are streamed into different classes  
     based on their English standards 
     e.g. 2014-15 6E (More-able class);  6A,B,C (Average classes); 
                            6D1 and 6D2 (Less-able classes) 

School culture: 
• Teachers are encouraged to adopt different instructional 

materials and strategies to cater for class diversity 
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Experience at 

Tin Shui Wai Catholic Primary School 
 School culture: 

• Strong collaborative culture, level teachers co-plan and share 
resources 

Early problems with newspaper reading: 
• Students’ enthusiastic response wore off gradually 
• Students found newspaper articles difficult to  understand 
• Students browsed the newspapers instead of reading the 

newspapers 
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Part 1: Reading news articles and  
writing a 3-paragraph news summary 

(newspaper cutting) 
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A newspaper article taken  
from the textbook (for illustrating text features)  

Name of the newspaper 

Reporter 

Date 

Lead paragraph 

Body 

Headline of the news article 

Caption 

Quotes 
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Approach for  
teaching authentic newspaper articles 

Before the lesson: 
• Teachers choose appropriate newspaper articles for 

whole class reading 
 
In the lesson (pre-reading strategies): 
 • Use photos and even videos to build up schema  
• Pre-teach key words (if needed) 

• Use headlines & photos with captions to provoke thinking 
(prediction) 
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• Students use wh-words (when, what, who, where, why, how) to 
think about : what they want to know  

Think in groups Share in class 

What do you want to know? 
What  Where  How  Why  When  Who  Others: 

 

Q1:  Why did the parents need to  name 
         the daughter ‘Nutella’? 
Q2:  Who will laugh at ‘Nutella’? 
Q3:  Did the parents think Nutella was 
         yummy so they wanted to name the 
        daughter Nutella? 
Q4:  Why did the court think others 
        would laugh at Nutella? 
Q5:  When did the parents name her 
        daughter? 
Q6:  Where do the family live? 
Q7:  Who suggested the parents to name 
        their daughter ‘Nutella’? 
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In the lesson (during reading strategies) 

 • Use various strategies such as teacher 
reads aloud, whole class read aloud 
or silent reading to cater for text 
difficulty 

• Use  ‘Want-to -know questions ‘ and 
other teacher-set comprehension 
questions to check basic 
understanding 
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Scaffolding Strategies used for 
writing a 3-paragraph summary  

 
 

 

 

 

     1st paragraph 

(a short summary) 
Example of the group work 

      This article tells us that two 
parents wanted to name their 
baby girl ‘Nutella’. But ‘Nutella’ is 
the name of the sweet spread so 
the court didn’t allow it. Since 
‘Nutella’ very popular, if it is used 
as her name, the other kids will 
laugh her. 

Group Writing 

Share in class 

Group Discussion 

Group 
work 
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Scaffolding Strategies used for 
writing a 3-paragraph summary  

 
 Example 

     I was angry that the court 
banned ‘Nutella’ to be a name. All 
people can have their own special 
name. Like me, I call ‘Dino’. ‘Dino’ 
will give another think ‘Dinosaur’ 
but I don’t think it’s so shy. 
     Although Nutella is a chocolate 
spread, the court can’t ban 
‘Nutella’ to be a name. 
     I suggest that parents don’t 
need to name another. ‘Nutella’ 
can be a name too. 

2nd & 3rd paragraph 
(views, feelings & suggestion) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Share in groups 

Write individually 

Share in class 

Individual 
writing 
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Summary of Teaching Procedures 
1. Teacher introduce the headlines & explain key words 
2. Students’ guessing based on the headline (what the news is 

about) 
3. Students: formulate own questions - What they want to know 
4. Read the newspaper articles (silent reading or whole class read 

aloud) 
5. Students:  
        Write the 1st paragraph: news summary & report in class 
6.    Students: Share their views in class 
                         Express their views in groups  
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• Recommend every student to subscribe  

• Selection of news (related to students’ daily life, suit students’ 
reading ability, topics which students are interested in) 

• 4-5 times each term (across year) 

•   grammar checking      feedback 

• Class conferencing (best piece sharing) 

• Encourage students to write  

      use own words      direct copying 

Teachers’ Reflection 
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Part 2: Class mini-debates  

2014-2015  Class 6E 

Miss Anna Poon 

From reading news articles  
to mini-debates 

The news article: 

You will eat 7,000 animals 

Topic of the mini-debate: 

You should not eat meat 
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Why? 
To provide every learner of a second language with further 
opportunities for extending their knowledge for personal and 
intellectual development. 

Source: English KLA Curriculum Guide 

15 



Debate 
1. To nurture students to be seekers of truth 

2. To sharpen students’ critical thinking skills 

       -They are able to  

• identify the mindset behind the case 

• provide justifications for the ideas that they espouse 

• to set-up their argument convincingly 

3. To provide opportunities for students to transfer generic skills 
they have learnt from project learning (e.g. research skills, 
scientific reasoning, etc.) 

4.    To develop students’ self-confidence 

• to develop students the ability to articulate his or her ideas 
persuasively  
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How? Teachers 
Before the debate 

1. Find some appropriate news articles for students to make up 
the motions 

2. Learn the new genre (watch debates on Youtube)   
 -Cat vs. Dog sample debate 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IiilA0dsciY 

 -A real debate 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mh4h30kKfJM 
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Teachers 
Before the debate 
3. Introduce a simplified  version of debate terms, roles and 

rules 
 

 

 

 

We are ‘against 
the motion’. We are ‘for the 

motion’. 

Presenter 

Judge 

Timekeeper 
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Teachers 
Before the debate 

4. Share team debate rubrics  

   in class  

(Assessment as/for learning) 
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Teachers 
Before the debate 

5. Introduce different kinds of reasons to support presenters’ 
/ speakers’ arguments 

 Example: from your own experience or from what you heard  
or read.  

Common Sense: things that you believe everybody knows.  
Experts’ views: the opinions of experts -- this comes from 

research.  
Numbers/Figures:- this also comes from research.  
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Teachers 
Before the debate 

6. Give template to 
students for gathering 
more facts and figures 
from different sources  

*Students categorize  

   information into  

  ‘for’ and ‘against’ column 
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Teachers 
Before the debate 

7. Arrange different roles in the debate. 

8. Provide sufficient time for students in the same team to share 
ideas and data / information (Ts help students with the 
pronunciation as well).  

During the debate 

1. Observe the performance of students 

     (keep a record for discussion after the debate) 

2. Give help / advice if necessary 

3. Videotape the mini-debates if necessary 

      (For conducting meta-cognition with the class before the next 
debate) 
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Teachers 
After the debate 

Teachers conduct meta-cognition with the whole class or the 
students do their meta-cognition individually. 

(Meta-cognition: Thinking about thinking) 

“When the mind is thinking it is talking to itself”  ─ Plato 

Teachers guide students to reflect their performance before 
and during the debate.  
Then students work out their follow-up plan before the next 
debate. 
Areas:  Generic skills, attitude, preparation, language & 
confidence  
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Students 
Before the debate 

1. Do the pre-tasks (Autonomous Learning) at home and share 
ideas or information with their peer the next day. 

-Watch videos 

-Netsurfing 

2. Prepare well for the debate 

-Data processing             -Data sharing 

-Scientific reasoning      -Allocation of work among team members                          

-Mini-rehearsals                 
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Students 
During the debate 

1. Following the debate rules 

2. Present arguments and summary/conclusion 

3. Respect others 

4. Manage time properly 

5. Pay attention to all the speakers 

6. Give comment on the performance of speakers ( The chief 
judge) 
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Students 
After the debate 

(Meta-cognition: Thinking about thinking) 

Students reflect their performance before and during the debate.  

Then they work out their follow-up plan before the next debate. 

Areas:  Generic skills, attitude, preparation, language & 
confidence  
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Speakers & Audience 
Speaker 1 Affirmative Team  

-More able student in writing and scientific reasoning 

Speaker 2 Affirmative Team 
-Less able in speaking 
-Creative      
-Not good in pronunciation & grammar 

Speaker 3 Opposition Team 
-Average ability student  
-Able to use written text as prompts to compose own 
speech 

Speaker 4 Opposition Team 
-More able student 
-Good research skills and scientific reasoning 

Audience  Opposition Team 
-Average ability student with a critical mind 27 



Students’ performance: Speaker 1 
 Able to use a range of evidence to support own argument 
1. Example: People eat meat because of their habit and their 

taste. That means that eating meat is not necessary.  
2. Common Sense: We should treat animals good because 

animals will feel painful if we hunt or kill them before we eat 
them. Eating too much meat is not good for your health. 

3. Experts’ views:   - 

4. Numbers/Figures: According to (inaudible) study, vegetarians 
visit hospitals 22% less often than meat eaters. 
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Students’ performance: Speaker 2 
 Most of the time read aloud from the written text but with 

eye contact 
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Speaker A’s 

written script 

 Has strong feeling about this topic 

 Able to use dramatized action to convey own feeling 

 Need improvement in pronunciation 



Students’ performance: Speaker 3 
 Use the written text as prompts 
 Partially read aloud from the text but improvise own speech in 

other parts  
 Able to own words to convey feelings 

Animals can have many (inaudible) babies in one day 
but humans can only have one or two babies in one 
day. If we don’t eat animals, there will be more and 
more animals, and we can’t live on this world again. I 
am going to cite scientist say eating meat can provide 
enough energy to power the brains and its (function).  

Meat is a natural part of human diet. There is nothing 
wrong or unusual about the (consumption) of meat. 
We should continue to eat meat as part of our 
balanced diet.  

The 
transcription 
shows that 
this part is 
read aloud 
directly from 
the written 
text.  
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This part is a 
spontaneous 
speech. 



And we need to live. I know many people think hurt 
animals is not good, but without meat human wouldn’t 
be strong enough. We need energy. Animals eat other 
animals, so it really isn’t that bad surely. People hate 
animals being ate, but it was a part of our life, we don’t 
eat meat, we can’t get any energy. 

Students’ performance: Speaker 3 

The last part is a 
mix of  written 
work and 
spontaneous 
speech. 
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Students’ performance: Speaker 4 
 Recompose the written text orally which is greatly different 

(not totally) from the written text 
 Show ability to improvise speech in the debate 

According to Doctor Al Sears 
MD says eating red meat 
have (nutrients) L-carnosine 
that can make us live longer.  

Debate speech Written text 
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Students’ performance: Speaker 4 

Debate speech Written text 

Also 92% of the (vegetarian) can’t get 
B12. If the people don’t get B12 early 
will lack of energy, they can’t get for a 
long time. They will have confusion. 
And they can’t think and their mind 
can’t think critically.  
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Students’ performance: Audience 
 Spontaneous speech 
 Support own views with elaboration 
 Convey with feelings  
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Key Focuses 

Before During After 

 
 

Teachers 

-Assign Pre-task 
-Input knowledge  
and rules  

-Observe 
-Give help 

-Promote 
student meta-
cognition 

 
 

Students 

-Do Pre-task 
-Surf the internet 
-Share ideas 
-Do rehearsals 

-Follow the rules 
-Present arguments 
-Respect others 

-Do meta-
cognition 
-Formulate 
follow-up plan 
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• Encourage more able students to read newspapers, watch news 
reports & share ideas as well as feelings 

• Select news (related to students’ daily life, suit students’ critical-
thinking ability, topics which students are interested in)  

     that is meaningful and it can inspire students to make up good   

     motions  

• Promote transfer of knowledge ( transfer generic skills learnt from 
other subjects to class debates) 

• Discuss the debate rubrics with students 

• Conduct conferencing (class, group & individual) 

Teacher’s Reflection 
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Part 3: On-line Reading Games 
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• Free game-based learning platform 

• Create a fun learning game in minutes 

• Works on any device with an internet connection 

• Zero setup time, no player accounts required 

 

Kahoot! 
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Please take out your smartphone and open the browser 

 
Search ‘Kahoot!’ 
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How to create a game using Kahoot? 
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Thank you! 
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