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Reasons for developing speaking skill 

Since real-world tasks involve the interaction of language skills in 

an integrated manner, it is essential that in the primary English 

classroom, learners are given the opportunity and support to 

develop the four language skills in ways that reflect such 

integration.                                       (CDC Curriculum Guide 2004 P.133-134)
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1. Developing Vertical Curriculum Responding 
to Student Needs and Interests

2. Providing Feedback for Improvement

3. Providing Deliberate and Ample Speaking 
Practices

4. Integrating Different Language Skills

Four Conceptions of Developing the 
School-based Speaking Development
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Key Stage 1 (Early Childhood 6-8) Key Stage 2 (Late Childhood 9-12) 

Cognitive 
Development

• Remember few experiences 
and details for a short time

• Reason in a simple way and 
usually not thinking 
consequences

Social Skill 
Development

• More self-centred • Can take other people's 

perspectives

Language 
Development

• Able to tell differences between 
facts and imagination

• Able to understand and talk 
about abstract concepts

Implication on 
language 
teaching and 
learning

• Show-and-tell

• Picture Description

• Story-telling 

• Chanting and Songs

• Presentation

• Discussion

• Debate

© 2006-2017 Raising Children Network (Australia) Limited.

1. Curriculum Responding to Student Needs and Interests
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2. Providing Feedback for Improvement
‘Feedback is among the most common features of successful 

teaching and learning’ (Hattie P.115).

Feedback
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Goal-
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Students’ Speaking ProblemsStudents’ Speaking ProblemsStudents’ Speaking ProblemsStudents’ Speaking Problems
• Sound Level

Problematic sounds for Chinese speakers 
/n/ & /l/; /f/ &/th/; /d/&/th/;  /w/& /r/ sound differences 
(line for ‘nine’; lame for ‘name’;  ‘fing’ for ‘thing,’; ‘wing’ for ‘ring’)

• Word-initial clusters: splash, spring, strong, pretty, scream, 
Word-final clusters: west, wind, bank and act

• Past tense e.g. watched, washed, wanted, jumped

• Word Level
Words not often used and of more syllables 
(e.g. responsibilities; characteristics ) 

• Contracted form (isn’t, doesn’t, can’t) 

• Sentence Level
• Very few use of complex and compound sentences

• Use of tenses 
(subject-verb agreement)
(Problem with use of past, present continuous)
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More Speaking Chances          More Sustained Efforts            higher chance of success

8

The capacity for sustained effort is a more accurate predictor 
than IQ of grades and of longer-term success in life. 

Tough, P (2012). How children succeed: Grit, curiosity, and the hidden power of 

character. New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 

3. Providing Deliberate and Ample Speaking Practices



Reading
e.g. Internet Research before discussion

e.g. Read stories before tell stories

Writing
e.g. Write a script before 

show-and-tell

e.g. Write a summary 

concluding points raised in 

a discussion 

Speaking

Listening
e.g. Listen to show-and-tell 

and answer teachers’ Qs

e.g. Listen to classmates’

stories and answer  Qs

4. Integrating Different Language Skills

Grammar and Vocabulary
e.g. Phrases for reasons 

e.g. Ways to elaborate ideas
e.g. Phrases to show preference
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Develop the speaking skill framework

• School-based curriculum

• Start with phonics

• Integrate other skills (reading, writing, 

listening and the usage of grammar)

• Clear success criteria

• Various speaking tasks
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Tips for designing speaking tasks:

• Integrate English language skills

• Have preparation and demonstration

• Give clear targets and criteria 

• Provide deliberate and ample practices

• Offer feedback for improvement
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Speaking tasks for KS1

• Song / Chant 

• Reading aloud

• Show-and-tell

• Story telling

• Interview / survey

• Picture descriptions
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• Interview 

• Picture 

descriptions

• Group discussion

• Individual 

presentation

• Debates

• Group presentation

Speaking tasks for KS2



Key Stage 1

Show-and-Tell Picture Description Story-telling

Speak loudly Speak loudly Speak loudly

Speak clearly Speak clearly Speak clearly

Speak with pauses Speak with pauses  Speak with variation in 

pauses, pace and 

intonation to convey 

feelings

Speak with eye contact Speak with eye contact Use of facial 

expressions, gestures 

and eye contact

Show communicative 

strategies such as 

elaboration of ideas and 

sustaining of speech

Speak in different 

characters’ voices
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Key Stage 2

Presentations Discussions Debate
Loudness of voice and 

clarity of speech 

Clear expression of 

relevant and adequate 

content

Information organization, 

adequacy and relevancy 

Speak with variation in 

pause, pace,  intonation 

and body language to 

convey meaning

Show communicative 

strategies such as 

explaining, disagreeing, 

agreeing, turn-taking, 

suggesting, making 

conclusion etc

Speak with variation in 

pause, pace and 

intonation to convey 

meaning

Information organization, 

adequacy and relevancy

Demonstrate collective 

work attitudes such as 

interest in discussion, 

respect for others

Speak confidently

Pronunciation Pronunciation Pronunciation

Language accuracy 

(grammar, sentence 

patterns, connectives)

Language accuracy 

(grammar, sentence 

patterns, connectives)

Language accuracy 

(grammar, sentence 

patterns, connectives)
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Main focuses of KS1 curriculum: 

• Build confidence

• Enhance motivation

• Develop basic techniques

• Express ideas

Main focuses of KS2 curriculum: 

• Expand ideas

• Organize ideas

• Interact with others

• Incorporate other generic skills
17



Design of speaking tasks

1. Design pre-task / task worksheet 

Students prepare theme vocab / collect basic information 
for the topic

2. Step by step instruction                                        

Introduce rules, criteria explanation, skills reqired, e.g. 
incorporate pauses in the process of show and tell

3. Teacher demonstration                                         

Students know what is expected of them such as content, 
language to use, length / ways of presentation

4. Student performance

5. Questions and feedback at the end
Make the presentation meaningful to presenters. Involve 
more students to listen. 
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Examples in KS1

1. Design task worksheet

P1 Show-and-tell
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Examples in KS1P1 Show-and-tell

2. Step by step instruction
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Examples in KS1

3. Teacher demonstration Kate

5. Questions and feedback at the end

4. Student performance Student

P1 Show-and-tell
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Examples in KS1

Module topic: Dressing up

P2 Show-and-tell
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Examples in KS1 P1 Story-telling

Student

• Integrate story-telling 

with reading

• Re-create part of the 

story to add interest, 

uniqueness and creativity 

if necessary

• Invite students to make 

props
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Examples in KS1P2  Interview

24



Examples in KS1P3  Picture description
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• As a Tsuen Wan resident, what facilities do you think 

that we should improve, keep, remove or build in 

Belvedere Garden ?

• Support your suggestions with reasons. 
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Examples in KS2

P4  Group Discussion

Module topic: Houses

After reading the story book “Our House” and learning the vocabulary, 

they have a discussion topic:



Examples in KS2

P4  Group Discussion

Give reasons for your suggestions

• I think Tsuen Wan should have ….. 

because

• I believe we should have …… 

as…..

• I think Tsuen Wan people like to 

have ….. since…….

• I believe …. should be a good 

idea. It is because…….
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Sentence starters on preferences and opinions

Preference Sentence 
Starters

• I want to……./I don’t want to
• I like ……/ I don’t like the 
idea…

• I prefer… /I don’t prefer…..
• I choose…./I won’t choose…
• I favour his idea/ I don’t 
favour …
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Examples in KS2

P4  Group Discussion

Feedback from teachers:

• Increase the interaction

• Increase students’ competence in 

concluding and analyzing the discussion

• Move forward from language fluency to 

language accuracy
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How to maintain interaction in the group ?

LowLowLowLow Interaction Situation Interaction Situation Interaction Situation Interaction Situation 

A: I think we should 

remove the study rooms

in Belvedere Garden.

B: I think we should have 

a library.  

C: I think we should have 

a bigger market. 

D. I think there should be 

a gym room.

High High High High Interaction SituationInteraction SituationInteraction SituationInteraction Situation

A: I think we should remove 

the study rooms in Belvedere 

Garden because there are ten 

study rooms. 

B: Yes, I agree. There are too 

many study rooms. Students 

can study at home.

C: I think studying at home is 

not a good idea. There are 

computers, TVs, toys.. at home.  30



Examples in KS2P5  Individual presentation 
with electronics devices

Student
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Examples in KS2

P6  Group discussion / debates
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Enrichment of Speaking Environment

• Guided Reading lessons

• Extended learning in Multi-intellectual lessons
– P1-P2: Fun English

– P3: Funny cooking

– P4-6: class performance (like drama in Education, 
Readers’ theatre)

• Daily recess activities in Wonderland

• English Speaking Day
– Morning assembly

– Corridor games

– Recess games

– Story telling

• Mini-Theatre shows
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Highlights

1. Develop holistic speaking-skill framework

2. Integrate language skills and other generic skills

3. Clear criteria and high expectations

4. Provide effective feedbacks

5. Deliberate and ample practices in the classroom

6. Encourage the use of English outside the classroom

7. Create positive environment 
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Utube/TED Talks: 

Influential speeches are helping knowledge 

and experience to spread in 21st Century

Steve Jobs: Stanford University 

Commencement Ceremony 2005

Eve Chan Yeung-ming

Tel: 21584920

E-mail: evechan@edb.gov.hk
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Speaking skills help bolster 

self confidence. This will 

translate into confidence that 

can help students go through 

other challenges in their life.
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