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Our school-based reading curriculum 

Reading
Activities

(Library reading 
quizzes, live 

school broadcast, 
hall reading 

games & contests 
etc) 

General English 
Programme

(Textbook: Elect –
with adaptation, 
supplementary 

reading materials)

Reading Workshops
P.1 - 6

(Readers: fiction & non-fiction)

Goals:
• arouse students’ interest in 

reading
• help students acquire 

language knowledge,  
reading skills and strategies

• expose students to a 
variety of text types
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Using Series Books Approach in 
the Reading Workshops

P.2
Oxford Story Tree Series:

The great race & Dad’s run

P.3
Robert Munch Series: 

I’m So Embarrassed

P.4
Mr. Men Little Miss Series: 

Mr. Slow
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Knowing the author and his characters
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Sources:https://www.mrmen.com/characters,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam_Hargreaves



The names/book 
titles dominate the 
action and the plots

Why knowing these book titles is important?

Readers can predict 
what happens to the 
characters based on 
their names

Book titles = 
main 
character

Characters are named after: 
- temperament (e.g. Mr. Cheerful) 
- action (e.g. Mr. Rush) 
- physical appearance (e.g. Mr. Skinny) 
- others ( e.g. Mr. Snow, Mr. Birthday, Mr. 
Nobody)
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Getting students familiarized with 
all the characters in the Mr. Men series

• Class activity: guessing games
Students work in groups to guess some characters’ names
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• Home assignment: Use Padlet (e-platform for sharing ideas) to respond to 
the question “What do you think of the other characters?”

• Learn to draw Mr. Grumpy by watching a YouTube video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YV_b1bMvbL0



Learning Focuses of Mr. Slow (5 lessons)

Predict the content of the story by using the book title and other  
background information

Practise reading skills in a supportive environment

Identify the writing style (i.e. exaggeration) used by the author

Learn to give a 1-min book talk to share the story and their views 
(i.e. to summarize the story and express their own thoughts and feelings)
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Pre-reading Stage 
(1st Lesson)

Watch a video from 
YouTube about Mr. Slow 

takes the lead (this story is 
different from the reader)

• help build up students’ 
schema for prediction and 
reading

• arouse students’ interest 
in the series

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MIzLG
6yJw48
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Reading Stage
(1st Lesson)

• use a range of reading strategies 

to cater for diversity

• a few students may need help

• readability level is relatively high 

for a good number of students

Use reading aloud, supported 
reading  and independent 

reading in the reading process
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Reading Stage
(2nd Lesson)

• explicit teaching: use one episode 

taken from the story as an example 

• guide students to identify other 

examples in the story

• students respond by role playing 

and writing their own examples

Teaching Focus: Writing style 
(Exaggeration)

Role 
play 

Students write 
their own 
examples

An example 
taken from 
the story
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Post-reading Stage : 1-min Book Talks

1-min Book Talk Book Talks vs Book 
Reports? Sharing 

good books - more 
socially oriented

Focus on speaking 
skills, higher tolerance 

of grammatical 
mistakes

Students’  interests 
& their strengths

Vertical 
development of 

the school-based 
curriculum: 

P.4 Book Talk
P.5-6 Book Report

11



Introducing 1-min Book Talks in class
Students watch a book talk video in class 

(a script written by the teacher 
based on a P.2 reader)
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Introducing 1-min Book Talks in class

Summarizing skill

Elaboration skill

Book Concept

Use a P.2 
reader as 

an example
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Using SWBST strategy 
to teach summarizing skill: 

SWBST strategy works well with narrative texts 
such as stories, journals and diaries

Somebody

What 
does/did the 
character do?

Who is/was 
the main 

character?

What 
does/did 

the 
character 

do to solve 
the problem?

What is/was 
the ending?

What 
is/was the 
problem/
conflict?

Want(ed) But So Then
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1-min Book Talks: What is the story about?

• explicit teaching: introduce the name 
of this strategy

• demonstration: show how to use 
SWBST to write the summary of Dad’s 
run (a P.2 reader)

• application: practise using this 
strategy to write about Mr. Slow

• use a table to guide students to 
complete “Somebody” “Wanted” “But” 
“So”

• students work in pairs to identify 
other problems in the story 
(the ‘But’ part) 

Teaching Focus: Using SWBST 
to summarize the story
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1-min Book Talks: What is the story about?

• remind students the purpose of 
book talks: attract people to 
read the story

• modify the strategy – SWBS without 
the ‘T’, replace ‘the ending’ with a 
rhetorical question

• pair work: practise writing a 
rhetorical question

Teaching Focus: Using 
SWBST to summarize the 

story
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Individual Work

17



Teaching Elaboration Skill
(Why do you choose this book?)
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Do you like the story? Why/Why not?
(Examples of students’ work)Mini-task:

Express own 
views
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Evaluate students’ performance to  
feedback on teaching and learning
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1-min Book Talks: What do you think of the story?

Text to Self:

Making personal 
connections between a 
reading text and own 

experiences or life

Text to Text: 

Making connections 
between current reading 

and past reading texts

Text to World:

Making connections 
beyond personal 

experiences

“Making Connections” strategy
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Using Text to Self to teach Elaboration skill

• introduce the strategy Text to self
explicitly in class

• explain what ‘self’ means
• use writing prompts to help 

students elaborate

Teaching Focus: Using Text to Self 
to elaborate on personal views Your 

familyYourself

Text to Self
Your 

feelings

Your 
friends

Your 
experiences
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Writing prompts to help students elaborate

I choose this book to share with you because…. 
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•the story/character (Mr Slow) reminds me of….

•I understand how the character feels because…

•the story/setting makes me think about …



Using Text to Self to teach Elaboration skill

• introduce the strategy Text to self
explicitly in class

• explain what ‘self’ means
• use writing prompts to help 

students elaborate
• demonstration: teacher model  

using Text to Self to write
• application: brainstorm ideas in 

class

Teaching Focus: Using Text to Self 
to elaborate on personal views
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• demonstrate how to write from ‘notes’ to ‘text’ using writing prompts to structure the 
text

Teaching Focus: Using Text to Self to elaborate on personal views

Text on 
PowerPoint

Writing 
prompts
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Teachers’ Reflection
P.4 (    ) Name: _________________________ (   )  

You can start with the following sentences: 

• The story/The character (Mr Slow) reminds me of…. 
 

 ME My family/ friend 

Mr. 

Slow 

  

I choose this book to share with you because                              

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

P.4 (    ) Name: ___________________________ (   )  

You can start with the following sentences: 

• ..….the story/the character (Mr Slow) reminds me of…. 
• …...I understand how the character feels. 
• …...the story makes me think about … 

 Who/What Why/How Comments/ Others 

Mr. 
Slow 

   

 

I choose this book to share with you because                                   

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Compare the two worksheets

Further 
illustrated 
by guided 
questions
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Series Book Approach 
in P.2 and P.3 Reading Workshops

P.2
Oxford Story 
Tree Series

P.3
Robert Munch 
Series Books

P.4
Mr. Men Little 

Miss Series Books

Book titles Dad’s run I’m So Embarrassed Mr. Slow

Skills Writing Speaking Writing & 
Speaking

Skills and 
strategies

• Identify the 
main idea

• Think beyond 
the picture

• Exaggeration
• Role Play

• Summarize the 
story (SWBST)

• Express personal 
views (Connect
Text to Self)
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Our observation
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