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The 8th Meeting of the CDC-HKEAA Committee on Liberal Studies 
(2013-2015) 

23th July, 2014 (Wednesday) 

Agenda Items: 

1. Confirmation of Minutes of the last meeting 

2. To deliberate on the proposed amendments of the Liberal Studies curriculum. 

3. A.O.B. 

 

Gist: 

Key issues raised/discussed: 

 

A. Confirmation of Minutes  

- The minutes of the 7th One Committee meeting were confirmed. 

 

B. Deliberation on the proposed amendments of the Liberal Studies curriculum 

- Members discussed the proposed revision of Modules 1.  

 

1. Discussion on Module 1 (Personal Development and Interpersonal Relationships) 

Theme 1 (Understanding Oneself) 

- Both positive and negative impacts/examples should be included. 

 

Theme 2 (Interpersonal Relationships) 

- Members generally agreed that “communication technology” will be highlighted 

in the Question for Enquiry.  

- It is suggested beefing up the relevant Explanatory Notes and adding, where 

appropriate, other aspects of communication modes. 

 

2. Discussion on Module 2 (Hong Kong Today) 

- Members agreed with the proposed amendments.  

 

3. Discussion on Module 3 (Modern China)  

Theme 1 (China’s Reform and Opening-up) 

a. Members expressed that: 

- “Challenges” could be both positive and negative, and does not necessarily refer 

to “conflicts”. Hence, both sides of “challenges” should be covered for more 

comprehensive understanding. 

-  “Legislation and policies with respect to international standards” could be 

regarded as “opportunities”. Other opportunities include “Potential development 
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of environmental and cultural industries”; and “Changes in standards of living 

and ways of life” 

- The example of “Individual interest vs. collective interests” will be kept in the 

Explanatory Notes.   

- “Application for the World Cultural Heritage” is too specific and could also be 

deleted. 

- The phrase “quantifiable and non-quantifiable criteria” is to be deleted since it is 

hard to specify quantifiable vis-a-vis non-quantifiable criteria,. 

- Some terms and phrases are rather abstract and concise. Clarification and 

explanation are necessary. 

 

Theme 2 (Chinese Culture and Modern Life) 

- It was agreed that the “concepts of the family” will be changed to “concepts and 

functions of the family”.  

- Members agreed with the proposed amendments in the last 4 bullet points of the 

Explanatory Notes.  

 

4. Discussion on Module 4 (Globalization)  

- Members agreed with the proposed amendments. 

 

5. Discussion on Module 5 (Public Health) 

- Members agreed with the proposed amendments in Theme 1 (Understanding of 

public health). 

- Members agreed that the phrase “transfer of medical technology and knowledge” 

would be deleted.  

- “Patenting of drugs” and “regulations on the development of biotechnology and 

moral considerations” would remain unchanged.  

 

6. Discussion on Module 6 (Energy Technology and the Environment)  

Theme 1(The influences of energy technology) 

- “The present use of energy” could be rewritten as “the development of energy 

technology” to align with “the development of energy technology” in the 

Question for Enquiry. 

- The meeting agreed with using “climate change” as it is a global environmental 

issue. 

- The meeting agreed that the phrase “the possible impact on the environment” 

would be adopted to avoid confusion and disputes. 
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Theme 2 (The environment and sustainable development) 

- Some exemplars of implementing sustainable development could be added to the 

Explanatory Notes, such as the “mass transport system” in Hong Kong.  

- It was suggested that the names of places will not be specified in the Explanatory 

Notes. 

 

C. A.O.B. 

- It was concluded that the Committee had managed to scrutinise the whole draft and, 

where appropriate, clarified the meaning of terminologies and their application, and 

also enhanced the alignment between the Questions and the Explanatory Notes. 

- Members are encouraged to give comments via emails or other channels to the 

Secretariat for further improvement of the draft. 

- The draft will be presented to senior management of CDI and HKEAA, CDC and 

PEB for their advice. 

- The Chairperson informed the meeting that more complex issues, such as catering 

for learner diversity, requires a longer time frame for deliberation.   


