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The 6th Meeting of the CDC-HKEAA Committee on Liberal Studies  
(2013-2015) 

28th April, 2014 (Monday) 

 

Agenda Items: 

1. Confirmation of Minutes of the last meeting 

2. 

3. 

To report on the progress of medium-term curriculum and assessment review 

To report on the views collected from the Professional Gathering on 2 April 2014 

4. To report on latest meetings with parent groups and LegCo members on issues related 

to students with SEN sitting HKDSE Liberal Studies Examination 

5. To continue the deliberation on revising/refining the Liberal Studies curriculum 

6. A.O.B. 

 

Gist: 

Key issues raised/discussed: 

 

A. Confirmation of Minutes 

- The minutes of the fifth meeting were confirmed without amendment. 

 

B. Report on the progress of medium-term curriculum and assessment review 

- It was reported that two briefing sessions for teachers on the modified IES 

assessment framework will be jointly held by the CDI and the HKEAA on 26 

and 27 June 2014 respectively.  

- It was remarked that the Medium-term Review is still ongoing. Further 

deliberation on the revision of the curriculum coverage will continue.  

 

C. Report on the views collected from the Professional Gathering held on 2 April 

2014 

- Regarding the review of the Liberal Studies curriculum, some participants of 

the Professional Gathering suggested deleting the number of modules or 

having elective modules to alleviate the workload of teachers and students.  

- The participants reached a consensus that the status of Liberal Studies as a 

core subject in the NSS curriculum should be reaffirmed.  

 

D. Report on latest meetings with parent groups and LegCo members on issues 

related to students with SEN sitting HKDSE Liberal Studies Examination 

- The EDB and the HKEAA had jointly attended several meetings with parents 

of SEN students and a case conference with LegCo members.  
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- In response to the views expressed by the parents of SEN students, the EDB 

responded that students with SEN enjoy equal opportunities as other students 

to learning NSS curriculum and assessment in public examinations.  

- On a case-by-case basis, the HKEAA would provide special examination 

arrangements for students with SEN. Also, students could adopt non-written 

mode for the conduct of IES. To cater for the special needs of students with 

dyslexia, the HKEAA will investigate the feasibility of developing a 

speech-to-text software. 

 

E. Deliberation on revising/refining the Liberal Studies curriculum  

 

1. The curriculum structure and the revision approach 

- In the previous meetings of both One Committee and CDCC, it was generally 

agreed that the curriculum structure should remain unchanged and the 

approach of trimming some of the Questions for Enquiry of the six Modules 

was preferred.  

 

2. The revision of Explanatory Notes of “Area of Study 2” 

- Members’ views are summarised as follows: 

a. A member showed concern about the recognition of tertiary institutions if 

elective modules are to be provided in the LS curriculum.  

b. Regarding the listing out of concepts, members cautioned that this practice 

might encourage recitation. Rather, the application of concepts in 

issue-enquiry is more aligned to the curriculum aims and objectives. 

c. The meeting agreed that providing elective modules is NOT an option for 

refining the curriculum in the medium-term review.  

d. The inter-disciplinary nature of LS as a subject connecting different realms 

of knowledge should be strengthened.  

 

3. Principles for revising the Explanatory Notes  

- With regard to the rationales behind modifying the Explanatory Notes, the gist 

of discussion is as follows: 

 

 If the original question for enquiry is to be deleted or partially deleted, 

the corresponding Explanatory Notes would also be deleted.  

 The Explanatory Notes could be revised if the enquiry focus has 

changed.  

 Examples could be added to the Explanatory Notes to help teachers 
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understand the enquiry focuses and the scope in choosing relevant 

teaching materials. Care has to be undertaken in choosing the examples. 

 For Explanatory Notes which touch on broader issues, deletion of 

examples and details could be made to relieve teaching load. The 

appropriateness and timeliness of examples should be considered.  

 With regard to rewriting the complex parts of some Explanatory Notes 

and deleting superfluous details, members prefer not to make this kind 

of simplification on the original Explanatory Notes for fear of 

introducing new concepts. 

 The contents which have been deleted in other modules to avoid 

overlapping are to be added.  

 Explanatory Notes which might cause confusion or misunderstanding 

could be deleted. One criterion is that the deletion of these notes would 

not adversely affect the Questions for Enquiry. The principles for 

revising the Explanatory Notes should be the same as those for revising 

the Questions for Enquiry. It was advised that the Explanatory Notes 

quoted as examples for this Principle should be kept to avoid 

unnecessary confusion and skepticism.  

 

4. The adoption of terms (“international affairs” or “international organizations”)1 

- Members discussed whether “international affairs” or “international 

organizations” should be adopted for the relevant Question for Enquiry. It was 

remarked that from the perspective of assessment, the focus should be on 

China’s international role and status, and the impact of international affairs on 

China. 

 

5. Consensus reached in the meeting 

- The Chairperson concluded that the meeting has consensus on the following: 

a. The existing LS curriculum framework shall remain intact.  

b. Adopting elective modules is not preferred. 

c. The existing approach of trimming the Questions for Enquiry is preferred. 

d. The listing out of required concepts in the C&A Guide will not be tackled in 

the medium-term curriculum and assessment review. 

 

F. A.O.B. 

-  It was recommended that the CDCC Secretariat would schedule a CDCC 

                                                 
1 The relevant Question for Enquiry is “In what ways has China’s participation in international affairs 
affected the overall development of the country?” (Module 3 Theme 1) 
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meeting at the end of May for the deliberation on the directions of the 

medium-term curriculum review and other merging issues. (Post-meeting note: 

the CDCC meeting was held on 20 May 2014.) 

-  The next One Committee meeting will be held in late June 2014. 


