
2
nd

 Meeting of the CDC-HKEAA Committee on Liberal Studies (2013-2015) 

Date of meeting: 

25
th

 Nov, 2013 (Wednesday) 

Agenda Items: 

1. To confirm the minutes of the first meeting 

2. To discuss the proposed amendments to the Liberal Studies Curriculum 

3. A.O.B.  

 

Gist:  

Key issues raised/discussed: 

A. Confirmation of the minutes of the first meeting 

The minutes of the first meeting were confirmed without amendment. 

 

B. Report of the gist of the pre-meeting discussion session held on 18
th

 Nov 2013 

At the discussion session, two drafts were presented for consideration. Three main ideas 

were generated as follows:  

1. The deletion of “Identity” (Theme 3, Module 2) and subsuming the relevant elements 

in other parts of the curriculum is not preferred as it could not serve well the purpose 

of reduction.  

2. The deletion of “Globalization” and subsuming the relevant elements in other parts of 

the curriculum is not preferred. After the deletion of “Globalization” (Module 4), 

“global perspectives” could still be brought forth in other modules. Besides, 

“globalization” can only be discussed in the contexts of Hong Kong and China.  

3. Members proposed the preparation of a third draft (i.e.Doc B(iii)) to showcase a 

“holistic” approach in trimming. 

 

C. Discussion on the proposed amendments to the Liberal Studies Curriculum 

1. Discussion on Module 3 

a. Members discussed the position of “Sustainable Development” and “Cultural 

Conservation” in respective Questions for Enquiry. 

b.  The meeting AGREED that Q2 of Theme 1
1
 would not be deleted but can be rewritten. 

c. The meeting AGREED that the last Question (Q5)
2
 in Theme 1 on “overall national 

strength” would remain unchanged. 

d. The meeting advised the existing Questions (Q.1 to 4) could be re-examined and 

rephrased so as to reduce redundancy.  

 

                                                 

1
 To what extent are sustainable development and cultural conservation feasible in such a rapidly develping 

country? What are the challenges and opportunities? 

2
 To what extent have the reform and opening-up affected the overall national strength of the country? 



2. Discussion on the major changes in Module 4 

a. It was generally AGREED that the more complicated Questions for Enquiry
3
 could be 

deleted from the curriculum as most teachers find this part difficult to manage. Both 

related concepts and perspectives should not be included in the curriculum if the issue 

is deleted. This principle should apply to all concepts in the curriculum. 

 

3. Discussion on Modules 5 and 6 

a. Members discussed whether the term “science” in Q1
4
 (Theme 2 in Module 6) should 

be changed to “environmental science” but the meeting AGREED that the original 

enquiry questions should be maintained.  

b. It was also suggested that the 2
nd

 sub-question of Q2
5
 (Theme 2 in Module 6) can be 

deleted as the question has already been asked in Q1 of Theme 2.     

 

Recommendations/actions to be taken 

a. The meeting adopted the “holistic” approach of reducing the curriculum. 

b. The meeting advised that the citing of examples, and which example(s) to be added in 

the Questions for Enquiry should be carefully deliberated on a case-by-case basis.  

The explanatory notes should correspondingly be amended to explain clearly the 

scope of the Questions.  

c. Members opined that the intention and logic behind the Questions for Enquiry should 

be explicitly conveyed to both teachers and students. 

d. Another pre-meeting discussion session will be arranged to discuss the proposed 

amendments, in particular on M1, M2, M5 and M6. 

 

Date of the next meeting: 16
th

 December 2013, 4 pm  

                                                 

3
 An example is: How do people from different parts of the world react to globalisation? Why? 

4 How do science and technology match with sustainable development? What are the constraints? 

5 How do the living styles of people and social development affect the environment and the use of energy? 


