
Education Bureau
Language Learning Support Section

English Language (Secondary)

About our 
support focuses



What are some examples of 
our support focuses?
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Promoting Language/

Reading across the Curriculum

(Including in the Context of 

STEM/STEAM Education) 
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Promoting Language/Reading across the Curriculum (LaC/RaC) 
at KS3 and KS4

Thinking 
skills

Knowledge 
structuresLaC/RaC

Cross-curricular 
planning

Inter-departmental 
collaboration
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Pre-task 
(input stage)

While-
task

Post-task
Presentation Reflection

Science
(electric 
circuit)

ICT
(coding+ 

programming)

English
(reading 

input)

Arts
(design & 

decoration) 

Maths
(mathematical 

concepts) 
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Thinking 
skills: 

problem-
solving, 

creativity

Text 
structure: 
problem 

& solution
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Promoting

Values Education
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Level and term Textbook themes SDL project topics Values and attitudes

S1 Term 1 We care Green living  Responsibility

 Care for others

S1 Term 2 Amazing people, 

amazing deeds

Role models  Perseverance

 Diligence

S2 Term 1 Growing up Growth mindset  Empathy

 Commitment

S2 Term 2 All about Science Science for better 

living

 Responsibility

 Care for others

S3 Term 1 Performance Musicals/Films with 

positive messages

 Respect for others

 Integrity

S3 Term 2 Well-being Healthy living  Law-abidingness

 National identity

Holistic curriculum planning on values education

An Example of Curriculum Planning

Mapping priority values and attitudes into self-directed learning (SDL) projects designed
alongside existing textbook units and themes to provide students with opportunities to
apply their learning in meaningful contexts and enrich their learning experiences.
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ResponsibilityPerseverance
National 

identity

Respect for 

others
Commitment

Law-

abidingness
Integrity Empathy

Care for 

others
Diligence

Priority 
values



Infusing values education into modules/units
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Level: S1
Objectives: 
- Promoting community awareness & 

sensitivity 
- Showing empathy & care to the 

disadvantaged groups (e.g. the 
visually impaired) 

Pre-task activity

Post-task activityWhile-task activity



Integrating life-wide learning and values education 
L

a
n

g
u

a
g

e
 L

e
a

rn
in

g
 S

u
p

p
o

rt
 S

e
c

ti
o

n

Empathy

Care for others

Perseverance

Commitment

Affect

Action

Experience how visually-impaired 
people live and interview them

Prepare for an interview with 
blind volunteers

Cognition



Integrating cross-curricular domains into the 
school English Language curriculum to connect 

students’ learning experience

Moral 
Education

National 
Education

National 
Education

Moral 
Education

Media and 
Information 

Literacy 
Education

Life 
Education
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National Security 
Education

Cyber 
Security

Ecological 
Security

Cultural 
Security

Major Fields 
(Examples)

Wildlife 
Conservation

Suggested Topics 
for English Learning

The Internet

Cultural 
Traditions

English 
Learning

Cross-curricular Domains 
(Examples)



Promoting 

Self-directed Learning (SDL)
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Conceptual framework of developing 
students’ SDL capabilities

Setting 
learning 

goals

Selecting 
own learning 

resources 
and 

strategies 

Monitoring 
learning 
progress

Evaluating 
learning 

outcomes 

Reflection

Autonomy

Self-evaluation and 
self-management
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Teacher’s 
guidance

Teacher’s 
modelling

Teacher’s 
feedback



Selecting learning resources and strategies
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A collection of 

carefully 

curated online 

learning 

resources to 

support SDL

Students making their OWN CHOICES 

of materials for practice



Monitoring learning progress

Students recording and reflecting on 

their learning process
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Enhancing

Assessment Literacy
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Assessment Literacy

Collecting 
student 

learning data

Using and 
interpreting 
assessment 

data

Giving 
effective 

feedback to 
students

Using data 
effectively to 

inform 
learning and 

teaching 

◦ Develop quality assessment activities/tasks and 
assessment criteria/rubrics which are appropriate for a 
range of purposes

◦ Collect student learning evidence through different 
modes of assessment

◦ Identify students’ strengths, weaknesses, learning 
difficulties and factors that lead to the observed 
performance 

◦ Help students understand the assessment criteria
◦ Provide feedback on how they can do better
◦ Develop more effective feedback practices to support 

less confident learners and engage more able learners, so 
all are able to take responsibility for their learning and 
achieve their best

◦ Adjust the design of learning, teaching and assessment 
tasks/strategies according to students’ learning needs
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18

Conducting pre-learning self-assessment

Performance tasks, e.g.

 e-assignments

 oral presentations

 role-plays/radio dramas

 debates

 SBA/SBA-type tasks

Learning products, e.g.

 writing portfolios

 projects

 STEM/STEAM products

Assessment tasks, e.g.

 dictations

 quizzes/tests

 exams

Collecting 
student 

learning data

Using and 
interpreting 
assessment 

data
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An excerpt of the post-

learning self-assessment 

form where students plan 

how they can improve

Marking criteria with 

assessment items that 

match the learning 

objectives and expected 

learning outcomes

Giving 
effective 

feedback to 
students

Using data 
effectively to 

inform 
learning and 

teaching 
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Infusing Life Planning Education 

into the English Language 

Curriculum
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Infusing the three core elements of Life Planning Education 
into the school English Language curriculum

Self-
understanding 
and 
development

Career 
exploration

Career 
planning and 
management

Positive 
feedback
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Flexible modes of conducting Life Planning Education (LPE)

Inside the classroom Outside the classroom
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Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals

Civil Aviation Department 
Education Path Hotel and Tourism Institute 

Life Planning Education activities 
at different workplaces

An insurance company Hong Kong International Airport
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Supporting a Smooth 

Interface

between Key Stages
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Foster students’ 
progressive literacy 

development

Monitor students’ 
performance through 
analysis of their work

Conduct vertical &  
lateral curriculum 

planning

Make use of the 
Learning Progression 
Framework & Basic 

Competency 
Descriptors

Build a Firm 
Language 

Foundation
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Design bridging 
courses and 
make links 

between key 
stages

Enrich students’ 
English learning 

experiences  

Develop students’ 
integrated/

literacy skills 
progressively 

Bridge students’ 
learning gaps 

Support a Smooth 
Interface between 

Key Stages
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