LLSS Annual Sharing (Primary) - “Supporting Transition” 2007-08

Case 1: Working together to bridge the gap between Primary and Secondary Levels   


 (data collected through interviewing some secondary teachers and students )
	Concerns and challenges
	Solutions
	Suggestions to primary teachers

	Vocabulary

building
	· limited vocabulary
· weak in using vocabulary they have learnt
· focused more on the Chinese translation


	· design vocabulary list book
· teach vocabulary in authentic situations
· design activities for students to apply the vocabulary

	· build a good foundation of students’ vocabulary, explain both the meaning and parts of speech of the vocabulary
· provide opportunities for students to apply the vocabulary learnt

	Grammar
	· difficult to apply the grammar items learnt in writing 

· easy to make grammatical mistakes  
	· use of proof-reading activities

· integrate grammar teaching into task-based activities
	· teach vocabulary and grammar rules explicitly

· provide opportunities for students to apply the vocabulary and grammar rules

	Speaking
	· reluctant to communicate with teachers and classmates in English
· shy about speaking in English
· insufficient vocabulary and structures to communicate with others in English
	· provide more opportunities for students to practise English inside and outside classroom (e.g. individual presentation and group discussion)

· share the speaking criteria with students through self and peer assessment
	· provide more opportunities for students to speak in English
· involve the NET in designing an English-rich environment for students
· use English as the medium of instruction in the classroom

	Reading
	· insufficient reading skills
· difficult to answer higher-order thinking questions


	· teach reading skills explicitly
· increase students exposure to higher-order thinking questions

· organise reading activities (e.g. morning reading time, reading presentation in class and on school TV)
· design creative post-reading activities (e.g. create a new ending)
	· infuse language arts and a variety of different text types into curriculum planning 

· cultivate students’ reading habit when they are in lower primary

	Writing
	· need more support to plan and organize ideas
	· use of spidermap in each writing activity
· teach writing skills explicitly

· design creative writing tasks


	· use more graphic organisers to help students plan and organize ideas
· design more challenging and creative tasks for students

	Listening
	· O.K. when compared with other skills


	· increase students’ exposure to more authentic listening materials (e.g. films with or without subtitles)

· include different text types into the listening materials

· develop self-access listening materials
	· provide more opportunities for students to listen to authentic materials
· develop more challenging listening activities

	others
	· show little interest in learning English
· lack of independent learning skills (e.g. collect information from the web)

· complain that there are too many English lessons
	· modify the curriculum to make it more appealing to students

· include value-added and remedial classes to cater for different learning needs
· use of tasks and projects to develop students’ independent learning and study skills
	· use of stimulating activities to motivate the students
· differentiate the level of difficulty of the tasks to challenge the more-able and support the less able students  

· provide more opportunities for students to learn how to collect and organize information
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