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Introduction

Vocabulary learning in non-language subjects

As all teachers know, vocabulary is a very important aspect of language learning, and each subject has its own specific vocabulary set. In order to help students learn a subject, it is also necessary to help them master the vocabulary specific to that subject area.  This is often done through vocabulary lists, spelling tests, gap-fills and other exercises.

However, it is also important to help students develop skills in working out the meaning of new words, categorizing or recording them and seeing how they relate to other words. These are vocabulary learning skills which students should develop in order to tackle new vocabulary independently.  These skills can be introduced in English lessons, but they also need to be developed in different subject areas, as students will learn a significant proportion of new vocabulary from non-language subjects. 
Purpose of this booklet

This booklet is intended as a resource for subject teachers. Teachers may incorporate these exercises and activities into worksheets or lessons, or they may ask students to do some of the exercises based on the glossaries in their textbooks or other wordlists they may use.  Some examples from different KLAs have been given. Students will already be familiar with the principles behind the activities, having been introduced to them in their English lessons.

The booklet is arranged as follows:

Part A:
Vocabulary exercises which can be used together with textbook glossaries 


and/or word lists normally given to students

Part B:
Vocabulary games which can be done as homework but require some 



follow-up in class

Part C:
Vocabulary activities which teachers can prepare in advance and tailor to the 

specific topic and related language needs of students
Teachers can integrate the activities into worksheets for their subject in order to practise and reinforce vocabulary.
Part A

Activities in this part can be used together with textbook glossaries or word lists which are normally given to students
Section I: Activities focused on word formation

Activity 1: Opposites

Find some words in the vocabulary list that are opposites and write them in the table below
	
	…is the opposite of…….
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Activity 2: Synonyms (words with the same or similar meaning)

Find some words in the vocabulary list that are synonyms and write them in the table below

	
	…has the same meaning as…….
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Activity 3: Antonyms and Synonyms

Choose three words from the list and write a word with the opposite meaning (antonym) and a word with a similar meaning (synonym) for each word

	
	is the opposite of
	
	and the same as
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Activity 4: Prefixes

Find some words in the vocabulary list that are made up of prefix + root (check your list of prefixes for ideas) and write them in the table below
	Prefix
	Meaning of the prefix
	Word from list

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Activity 5:  Suffixes

Find some words that have suffixes (look at your list to get some ideas) and write them in the table below

	Suffix
	Word from list
	Part of speech (noun, verb, adj etc)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Activity 6: 
Word Families

Some words have other words related to them which are different parts of speech.  Choose some words from the list and write them down in the table. Use a dictionary to find some related words which are different parts of speech. An example has been given.

	Word from list
	Other words in the family (with part of speech)

	(e.g.) profit (noun)
	profitable (adjective);  to profit from (verb)

	
	

	
	

	
	


Activity 7: Parts of speech
A. Choose three words from the word list or glossary. Write them in the table below. Add the other parts of speech. You can use a dictionary to help you find the words. Some examples have been given. 

	Verb
	Noun
	Adjective
	Adverb

	to profit 
	profit
	profitable
	profitably

	-------
	frequency
	frequent
	frequently

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


B. Choose one of your words from the list above and write two sentences using different parts of speech. Two examples have been given

eg 1 (noun): Shopkeepers want to make a profit from the goods they sell.

eg 2 (adj):   The shop is very profitable because it is in a popular area.

1. (___________): _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

2. (___________): _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Section II: Activities focused on recording vocabulary
Activity 8:  Spider diagram 
Choose a word from the list which you think is very important in this unit.  Put that word in the centre of the mind map. In the other boxes, put some words connected with the middle word. They may be in the word list or not.


Teachers’ note: The spider diagram can also be used to record words based on the same root.  Below is an example:


Activity 9: Circle diagram 
Choose an important or useful word from the glossary / word list and use it to complete the diagram below








Activity 10: KISS
Choose two important words from the glossary / word list and write them in the table below. An example has been provided.

	Key word
	Information
	Sound
	Shape

	mammals (noun)
	Warm-blooded animals with backbones.

Mammals feed their babies with milk. Dogs, whales and humans are all mammals.
	mam-mals
	(students draw pictures here)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Activity 11: Spell Say Define Draw (S2D2)
	Spell
	urban

	Say
	ur-ban (2 syllables)

	Define
	belonging to or found in a city 

	Draw
	Students draw pictures here 


Activity 12: Frayer’s Model
Frayer, D., Frederick, W. C., and Klausmeier, H. J. (1969). A Schema for Testing the Level of Cognitive Mastery. Madison, WI: Wisconsin Center for Education Research.
	Definition
Animals that lay eggs in the water, but can live on land or water
	Characteristics
· cold-blooded vertebrate

· lay eggs in water

· 2-stage life cycle

· moist skin

	Examples
· frogs

· toads

· salamanders


	Non-examples
· crocodiles

· alligators

· turtles

· snakes


Activity 13: Concept definition map (Schwartz & Raphael, 1985)


Example from the Science KLA








Part B

Vocabulary games which can be done as homework but require some follow-up in class

Activity 14: Bingo game

Complete the Bingo card below with 6 words from the list. Make sure you know the meaning. In the next lesson, your teacher will play “Bingo” by reading out the definitions of some words.

	
	
	

	
	
	


Activity 15: Guessing game

Choose one word from the word list or glossary. Write it down on a piece of paper, but don’t tell your partner.  Your partner has to find out the word by asking questions with a “yes” or “no” answer only.  He/She can ask up to 5 questions. If he/she does not know the answer after 5 questions, you are the winner.

Example questions:

Is it a piece of equipment?

Does it mean the same as …………?

Is it something I can see?

Is it a kind of process?

Activity 16: Making a crossword puzzle
Make a crossword puzzle to try out on your friend in the next lesson

First you need to write some clues. There different ways to do this:

1. You can ask a question to which the word is the answer
2. You can write a sentence with a missing word replaced by _______________
3. You can give the meaning of the word

Use this table to write the answers and the clues you want to have. Try to write at least eight clues:

	Answer
	Clue

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


· To make your puzzle, go to this website: http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/
· Find Puzzlemaker Online and click on Criss-Cross

· Put the title in Step 1

· Write the answers and clues in Step 4: You need to type them like this:

Answer(space)clue     eg: percentage  A fraction with a denominator of 100


· Put each answer + clue on a new line

· Click on “Create My Puzzle!” 

· Print your puzzle and bring it to school for your friend to try out!

Activity 17: Making a Word Search puzzle
Choose about 8 words from the glossary / wordlist and make a puzzle. 

· To make your puzzle, go to this website: http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/
· Find Puzzlemaker Online and click on Word Search

· Follow the instructions step-by-step

· Click on “Create My Puzzle!” 

Print your puzzle and bring it to school for your friend to try out. You can print the answer, too, but don’t let your friend see it!

Part C


Vocabulary activities which teachers can prepare in advance and tailor to the specific topic and related language needs of students

Activity 18: Odd One Out
Teachers’ note: Choose words relevant to the topic and place one “odd one out” in each group. You can add or remove boxes as you wish. Students can explain reasons orally or in writing, as teachers prefer. An example of a similar activity from the History KLA is given for your reference.

Look at the sets of words below. Which is the odd one out in each set? Mark it with a (
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Make sure you can explain the reasons for your choices. Here are some useful expressions to help you:

…the odd one out, because it has / doesn’t have……….


…is the odd one out, because the other three are all…


…is the odd one out because you use … with the other three but not with…


…is the odd one out because you say…, but not…


…is the odd one out because you need … for the other three but not for…

Example from the History KLA
In this example, the teacher also asks students to give a category heading for the remaining words after crossing out the “odd one out”.
The First World War
Vocabulary/Concept building exercise (S4)



Cross out the word in each set that does not belong. On the line above the set, write the word or phrase that explains the relationship among the remaining three.
Example:   

Occupation



Teacher




Policeman




Father




Doctor

	1. ____________

The USA

Britain

Germany

Belgium
	2. ____________

conflicts

friendship

battle

rivalry



	3. ____________

treaty

alliance

letter 

       settlement
	4. ____________

assassination

      harm

murder

homicide



	5. ____________

      troops

      army

      navy

      nurses
	6. ____________

mobilization

tanks

submarines

machine guns




Activity 19: Ranking
Teachers’ note: This activity is useful for concepts that lend themselves to gradation or sequencing, eg from smallest to biggest, least important to most important, oldest to newest, etc. Students can also be asked to explain the ranking in terms similar to those above.

Put the following words and phrases in order from the least strong to the strongest:

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	


Activity 20:  Vocabulary puzzles and games
Teachers’ note: Teachers can also use the website http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/ to make puzzles for students using key vocabulary from a unit or topic. 
Example from the Maths KLA
Across
2. The money you put in the bank

6. The % of 4 down that the bank makes you pay them each month

8. Your teacher will be happy if she gets an ________________ in her salary!

9. The money you borrow from the bank is called a ______________.
Down
1. A fraction with a denominator of 100

2. You'll be happy when you get this in a shop!

3. A word that means "change": eg "To _____________ a fraction to a percentage you need to........."

4. The school head, and also the amount of money you borrow from the bank when you get a loan
5. The opposite of profit

7. The opposite of 8 across
Activity 21: Categorising
Sort the words in the box into logical categories. Be ready to explain your decisions. There are some useful expressions to help you.


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Useful expressions:
I have chosen the categories ……………….because

I think ……….belongs to the category ………….. because

I decided to put ………. in category ………….because

Activity 22: Memory game (Pelmanism)

Teachers’ note: For this game, teachers will need to make sets of corresponding cards.  The game can be played in groups (small cards in many sets) or as a class (big cards stuck to the blackboard). The game can be used to match words and definitions, equipment and functions, pictures and words….etc. The list is endless.  It is also possible to make a PowerPoint version, which is quicker and easier to handle in lessons, though a bit more complicated to produce. It is not necessary to use two different colours of card, but doing so will make the game easier and quicker for students to play.
Take it in turns to turn two cards over at the same time (one of each colour, concept + definition). If you can match the definition with the concept, you can keep the cards. If not, return them to their original positions.

       Concept






Definition

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Activity 24: Semantic features analysis (Anders & Bos, 1986)
Example from the Maths KLA
	Geometric figure
	4 sides
	Right 
[image: image1]angles
	
[image: image2]
Obtuse angles
	
[image: image3]
Acute angles

	Square
	+
	+
	-
	-

	Rectangle
	+
	+
	-
	-

	Pentagon
	-
	-
	+
	+


Example from the Geography KLA
	Clouds
	Location in sky
	Shape
	Precipitation

	
	Low
	Middle
	High
	Hair
	Heap
	Layer
	

	Cirrhus
	-
	-
	+
	+
	-
	-
	-

	Altocumulus
	-
	+
	-
	-
	-
	+
	+

	Stratus
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	+
	+

	Cumulus
	+
	-
	-
	-
	+
	-
	-


References

Anders, P. and Bos, C. (1986). Semantic feature analysis: an interactive strategy for vocabulary development and text comprehension, Journal of Reading, 29, 610 – 616

Frayer, D., Frederick, W. C., and Klausmeier, H. J. (1969). A Schema for Testing the Level of Cognitive Mastery. Madison, WI: Wisconsin Center for Education Research.
Schwartz, R. M., and Raphael, T. E. (1985). Concept of definition: A key to improving students' vocabulary. The Reading Teacher, 39, 198-205
Teacher Resource





Vocabulary Activity Booklet 








hab…


(live)





habitation





habitat





habitable





inhabit





1. synonyms





2. example





5. picture





Word


____________





3. definition





4. antonyms





Amphibian





Term





What is it like?





Property 1





Property 2





Property 3





Property 4





What examples can I give?





Example 2





Example 3





Category








What is it?





Example 1





Concept





What is it like?





breathes air through lungs





What is it?





vertebrate





warm-blooded





Concept





mother feeds young with milk





Mammal





has hair or fur





humans





bears





elephants





What examples can I give?





space





90°





>90°





<90°
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