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S1 Supplementary reading activity for LAC (English) 3 – Sequencing

Before reading

1. You are going to read a passage called “A Moment in Time”.  Read the four questions that come before the passage.  What do you think the passage will be about?

2. In question 2, you can see the words “memoirs” and “biography”. These are names for a kind of book. What do you think these books are about? 

3. The word “biography” comes from the Greek language. Try to break it down:

· “bio” means _______________ (hint – what do we study in Biology?)

· “graphy” means a kind of writing

There is also a word “autobiography”. Can you work out what it means? (Hint: automobile,

automatic)
4. What famous person’s autobiography would you most like to read? Why? What would you like to find out about them? Share with a partner.

5. Look at the pictures around the text. What do they tell us about the person writing the article?

What do you think her “special moments” will be?

While reading
1. In each paragraph, the writer describes an achievement in a different area of her life. Complete the table with details of the achievements. The first one has been filled in for you.

	Para-graph
	Achievement
	How she did it
	People who helped or encouraged her

	1
	She learned to write well
	She wrote a lot of stories and essays at school
	Mother, teachers

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	


2. Why are these experiences “special”? What do they have in common?
_______________________________________________________________________________

3. What words/phrase does the writer use every time to talk about these experiences? Underline the phrase in the text.
4. Is there anything you have done that you thought you couldn’t do at first? Write about it using the phrase from the text. Share with a partner or the class.

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

After reading

1. Here are some events from the writer’s life. Put them in order.

	A
	She got married and had children
	

	B
	She wrote a lot of stories and essays at school
	

	C
	She became a storyteller
	

	D
	She listened to her mother’s stories
	

	E
	She became a writer
	

	F
	She entered a 10K race
	

	G
	She went to Japan to teach English 
	

	H
	She ran the Macau half-marathon
	

	I
	She went to university
	


2. Find the time expressions that go with these events in the text. Write them out below

D
________________________________________________________________

G
________________________________________________________________

F
________________________________________________________________

H
________________________________________________________________

There are many more time expressions in the passage. Find as many as you can and write them in the box below:


3. A teacher asked her class to watch movies about famous people and write a paragraph about them.  One student wrote about retired basketball player Yao Ming. Complete the paragraph using the words in boxes below.  

I watched a movie called “The Year of the Yao”. It is about Yao Ming’s first (or 
“rookie”) year in the NBA. 

______________ playing with the Shanghai Sharks for several years, Yao Ming was picked to play for the Houston Rockets.  _____________________, he had a difficult time, but later he _________________ very successful.  People 
________________________________________that Yao could adapt to the American style of playing, but ___________________ he became more confident, and he learned to fit in with the American players.  ______________________________ he could beat the very best US players because he had ___________________________________practising.

____________________ Yao Ming does not play basketball. He retired in July 2011, because of injuries to his feet and ankles.  _______________, he has become a businessman and bought his old club, the Shanghai Sharks.

Writing task

Your school is preparing for the coming year, when a new group of S1 students will join the school.  New students often find it difficult to move from primary to secondary school, so your Principal has decided to make a booklet for the new students, which includes some articles by students in your year. She would like you to write about how you got over difficulties and what you achieved in your first year of secondary school and how you have changed since you joined the school. 

Structure of the writing:

1. How did you feel when you started secondary school (excited? scared? happy?) Why?
2. Write about at least 3 difficulties you overcame or achievements you have had in your first year of secondary school.

3. How have you changed? Have you become more confident? / well organised? / hard-working?

4. Encourage the new students to do their best.

Use this table to help you prepare ideas for the writing

	Para-graph
	Achievement*
	How I did it
	People who helped or encouraged me

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


*A few examples of achievements/ difficulties you could write about:

· study other subjects in English

· make new friends

· manage a lot of homework

· do an extra-curricular activity
· help someone

· take part in a drama performance

· give a talk

· play or sing in a concert

· take part in the Speech Festival or other competition

· join a sports team

· take part in Sports Day








		at first			since then		eventually





after			did not think that		over time		these days





		became					spent a lot of time		





Useful expressions





I didn’t think I could……………..but I ………………..and eventually / over time ……


When I was at primary school…


When I was younger…….


At first…….


I spent a lot of time ……….ing


I became more confident / happier / a better basketball player








