ELCHK Lutheran Secondary School

Developing listening skills at KS3
Simplified action plan (S1 – S2)
	Level/ unit
	Purpose
	L/T task

	S1/ Camping 
	· To increase students’ awareness of what they can do at the pre-, while-, and post-listening stages

· To develop listening sub-skills (core)*: improving skills in extracting specific information by identifying key words

· To provide language/ vocabulary input
	Context and task setting

· Students will go camping soon.  One of the listening tasks students will do is to listen to advice from friends and decide on what to bring for their camping activity.

Pre-teaching of skills
· SUPERMAN: Students learn the strategy.  At the pre-listening stage, they study instructions, underline key words, and make predictions.  They also stay relaxed and focused.  When they listen, they mark down what a speaker has said in note-form and use short forms/ symbols as far as possible.  After listening, students reflect on their performance and make plans for improvement.
Students are reminded to use this strategy when they do listening tasks in future.
· Note-taking skills: Students improve the recording of information as they listen by learning more about note-taking skills.  They learn about what content words are, and learn to use short forms and create their own symbols. 

Pre-listening task

· Activating prior knowledge: students think of 3 things to bring for the camping activity.  The class discusses what to bring, why and why not, and come up with a list of things to bring. 

· Language/ vocabulary input: Expand students’ vocabulary on things to bring for camping and revisit modal verbs.

· Making predictions: Before listening to speakers talking about what they need to bring for camping, students study the instructions and questions.  With teacher guidance, they predict the key words (modals) which may give them ideas what the speakers must bring, may bring and should not bring. 

While-listening
· Listening for specific information: Students listen for key words – modals – in order to decide on the things to bring.  They also apply the note-taking skills they have learnt to mark down useful information.

Post-listening
· Debriefing: After checking answers, students justify their answers by quoting the modal verbs used in the audio clip.

· Listening diaries: Students complete a listening diary.  They reflect on the strategies used, what they have done well and what they should improve.

	S1/ Food
	· To sustain students’ habit of using pre-, while-, and post-listening strategies

· To develop listening sub-skills (core)*: identifying a sequence of events and understanding the connection between ideas by identifying a range of cohesive devices
· To provide language/ vocabulary/ reading input
	Context and task setting

· Students will visit a cooking school soon.  Before the visit, they will learn more about Western style food, cooking methods, and table manners.  One of the listening tasks is to listen to a chef talking about his work and fill in a flow chart.

Consolidation of skills
· Students recap the strategy SUPERMAN and note-taking skills and keep up a habit of using the strategies.

Pre-listening

· Language/ vocabulary input: Students learn vocabulary about cooking methods, adjectives to describe food, synonyms, and sequential words.

· Reading input: Students are exposed to a range of text types – blogs, articles, web pages, charts and notices – to learn more about the topic and text features.

· Making predictions: Students study a flow chart to make predictions.  They pay attention to the features of the flow chart and anticipate that each line begins with a bare infinitive.  They also predict that sequential words may appear as there are arrows pointing down.

While-listening
· Listening for specific information: Students listen for key words – bare infinitives and sequential words – in order to identify a sequence of actions and understand the connection between ideas.  This can help them complete the flow chart.  They also apply the note-taking skills they have learnt to jot down key information.

Post-listening
· Debriefing: Students discuss if they have put down a bare infinitive for the first word of each line and check if the actions are in the correct position with reference to the sequential words used.

· Listening diaries: Students complete a listening diary.  They reflect on the strategies they have used, what they have done well and what they should improve.

	S2/ Animals
	· To sustain students’ habit of using pre-, while-, and post-listening strategies

· To develop listening sub-skills (core)*: identifying attitudes and feelings of speakers based on intonation
· To provide language/ vocabulary/ reading/ listening skills input
	Context and task setting

·  Recently, some animal abuse cases have been reported.  Students will learn more about the topic and voice their opinions about the issue.  One of the listening tasks is to listen to different people talking about their views.

Consolidation of skills
· Students recap the strategy SUPERMAN and note-taking skills and keep up a habit of using the strategies.

Pre-listening

· Language/ vocabulary input: Students learn vocabulary about feelings and attitudes in the context of animal abuse.

· Reading input: Students are exposed to a range of text types such as newspaper articles, discursive essays, argumentative essays, and letters to the editor, to learn more about the topic.

· Listening skills input: Students listen to speakers speaking with rising and falling tones and learn about their feelings and attitudes.

· Making predictions: Before listening to speakers talking about animals, students brainstorm adjectives for describing the speakers’ feelings and emotions.

While-listening

· Listening for attitudes and feelings: Students pay attention to the intonation of the speakers to identify their attitudes and feelings.

Post-listening

· Debriefing: Students check the answers.  Teacher invites some students to read aloud the sentences with appropriate intonation.

· Listening diaries: Students complete a listening diary.  They reflect on the strategies they have used, what they have done well and what they should improve.

	S2/ Musical plays
	· To sustain students’ habit of using pre-, while-, and post-listening strategies

· To develop listening sub-skills (core)*: identifying attitudes and feelings of speakers based on stress and intonation and choice of words
	Context and task setting

· Students will learn to review a play/ film in preparation for SBA.  One of the listening tasks is to watch a number of school musical play extracts and identify the actors’ attitudes and feelings.

Consolidation of skills
· Students recap the strategy SUPERMAN and note-taking skills and keep up a habit of using the strategies.

Pre-listening

· Reading input: Students read articles about Ancient Egypt to understand the historical background of the musical play ‘A Vision in a Dream’.

· Language/ vocabulary input: Students learn vocabulary about the play.  They also learn more words to describe feelings and attitudes.  In pairs, a student picks an adjective and reads aloud a monologue to his partner.  The partner then guesses the emotions/ attitudes demonstrated.
· Listening skills input: Apart from paying attention to intonation, students learn to tell a speaker’s attitudes and feelings through the words used.
· Making predictions: Before students listen to Joseph, the main character of the musical play, they predict his intonation and the words he used.

While-listening

· Listening for attitudes and feelings: Students pay attention to the intonation and choice of words of Joseph to identify his attitudes and feelings.

Post-listening

· Debriefing: Students check the answers.  Students justify their answers by describing Joseph’s intonation and identifying key words to show his feelings and attitudes.

· Listening diaries: Students complete a listening diary.  They reflect on the strategies they have used, what they have done well and what they should improve.

· Extended listening task: Students watch an extract of other plays and identify the speakers’ feelings and attitudes based on the choice of words and intonation.
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