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Worksheet 1  

Film Quiz

Find the words below in the wordsearch:

S N G W W G G K S D C P M A Q

S P A Y O P L U Z I M D I M X

L E E M A N B P W R J V W O K

W M T C T T V Q E E N I Y V H

M M A T I N N P X C D L R D K

Q H A T I A U S J T E L R N Q

Q Y L T D N L T S O S A E A P

O E D P Q J G E S R A I I O I

S V G Z R G X N F S E N A A N

N O I T A M I N A F L L W B D

C O S T U M E S K L E A O I C

Z K S E D W A R V P R C J E X

S E R N E G V L R D G M T Y H

I N B I C V P Q S V B X D S N

V J R I G A G I N M A P A C E

1. The bad guy in a movie is called the __________villain________.

2. Peter Jackson and Steven Spielberg are famous ____directors_______.

3. Another name for cartoons is ______animation_______.

4. Visual tricks done by computers are called _____special___ __effects______.

5. _______subtitles_________ are the words that appear at the bottom of the screen.

6. Action, comedy, romance and horror are all _ genres______.

7. Hogwarts Castle is the ______setting_______ of the Harry Potter movies.

8. The Oscars are ______awards______ given to the best movies.

9. The Avengers was __released____ in 2012.

10. A __stuntman______ is employed to do dangerous acts in films.

11. ___Costumes______ are the clothes worn by the actors and actresses.
Worksheet 2:  Story Elements


Discussion:

Which story element is the most important in a film? Why?

Free answers

e.g. The theme is the most important element in the film.  Many people think that a film must carry a message so that the audience can learn something important from it, e.g. courage, wisdom and friendship.  So besides providing entertainment, a film should also teach people something meaningful about life through its theme.   

Worksheet 3:  Mia’s life at home and at school

1. Look at the list of words below.  Do they describe Mia’s home life or her school life? Write them in the correct boxes. You may leave some words out, and you may use some words more than once if you wish. Compare your list with a partner’s list.


Students will write their own answers. These may be different from the ones given below.

*The word “cliquey” means that people are divided into little groups that stick together and don’t accept outsiders. There is a noun “clique” which means an exclusive little group. Students will recognise this phenomenon.

	Words to describe Mia’s home life
	Words to describe Mia’s school life

	Fun   welcoming Comfortable friendly

Relaxing interesting safe  colourful happy
	Cliquey   noisy   stressful competitive


2. Mia’s mother decided to leave Mia’s father and return to the US so that Mia could have an “ordinary” life away from the pressures of royalty.  Do you think that Mia’s life is “ordinary”? 

In what ways is her life “ordinary” and in what ways is it unusual or different?

Again, students will give their own answers. These are suggestions

In some ways Mia is an ordinary girl because she is not popular, and she really likes a boy who is not at all interested in her. She is not very successful at school, and not very confident when she takes part in activities. She lives with her Mum, who is separated from her father.

However, some people might say she is not ordinary at all because her mother is an artist, who likes interesting activities like throwing paint at the wall. Mia lives in an old fire station and slides down a pole every morning instead of going down the stairs. She also has a little motorized scooter that she rides to school and a part-time job in a rock-climbing centre.

3. In this movie, we see something of what life is like in an American high school.  How is it different from life in a Hong Kong secondary school? Which would you prefer and why? Discuss the question in your group and report your answers to the class. Below are some useful expressions to help you.


Students will give their own answers. Points that could be included are…

School uniforms, Boyfriend / girlfriend behaviour more overt in US, Relaxed attitude in lessons

Behaviour of teachers, More emphasis on academic success / examinations in HK,All schools have cliques, Cheerleaders and other kinds of activities

Worksheet 4:  Changes in Mia’s life

1. What did the “princess training” aim to change about Mia? How successful was it?

	What did the training try to change?
	Success rating (shade the crowns) students’ answers

	Aspect
	Examples
	

	Physical appearance
	new hairstyle, eyebrows shaped
	

	Deportment and behaviour
	learning to walk and sit properly

learning how to behave when eating dinner
	

	Other activities
	Dancing
	


Do you think these items are very important to a member of the royal family? What other things 
might be important?

2. What did people think about Mia being a princess? Complete the table ……suggested answers only….

	Character
	His / Her feelings about Mia being a princess
	My opinion of this character (students own answers)

	Lily
	At first, Lily doesn’t know why Mia has changed her appearance and she thinks Mia wants to be popular like Lana and the others. However, when she learns the truth, she is very happy for Mia.
	

	Michael
	Michael thinks Mia is even more beautiful after her makeover. Maybe he feels there is even less chance for Mia to be interested in him now that she is a princess.
	

	Lana
	Lana feels jealous because of all the attention Mia gets when people find out she is a princess. Lana wants to get revenge on Mia.
	

	Josh
	Josh never cared about Mia before. Now he thinks that people will pay more attention to him and respect him more if Mia is his girlfriend.
	


3. Who do you think Mia should choose to be her boyfriend, Michael or Josh? Why?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of being royal?  Would you like to take up the role of Prince(ss) of Genovia? Why (not)? Discuss the question in your group and report your answers to the class. Below are some useful expressions to help you.



Worksheet 5:  Can she be a princess?

1. What personal qualities does Mia have or develop during the movie? 

a. Grade Mia for each of the qualities below

	
	Quality
	Mia’s rating

	1
	Humility
	( ( (

	2
	ability to understand people
	( ( (

	3
	Reliability
	( ( (

	4
	communication skills
	( ( (

	5
	decision making ability
	( ( (

	6
	Honesty
	( ( (

	7
	deportment and elegance
	( ( (

	8
	ability to learn from mistakes
	( ( (

	9
	self-confidence
	( ( (


key:
(        needs more work  

((    improved   


((( very good 

students’ own answers

b. Choose one of the qualities above and describe how Mia shows progress or achievement in this area in the film


Students will give own answers. The answer below is an example


As she learns to be a princess, Mia makes progress in self-confidence.


We see this when she makes a speech at the ball at the end of the movie.  At the beginning, she 
felt sick when she had to speak in a debate, but at the end, she is able to make a good speech in 
front of a large audience. 

2. Do you think Mia will be a good princess? Why (not)? What qualities does she have or has she developed which will be useful and how?  Discuss the question in your group and report your answers to the class. Below are some useful expressions to help you.


Please refer to the qualities listed above for ideas for this answer

4. Do you think Mia’s relationship with Michael will continue after she becomes a princess? Why (not)?


Students’ own answers

Worksheet 6:
Evaluating the movie

1. Here are some comments from reviews of the movie. Are they positive or negative? Tick the correct boxes.

	
	Review comments
	(
	(

	1
	The plot is entirely predictable
	
	(

	2
	The minor characters are great because they provide comic relief
	(
	

	3
	Julie Andrews is the best thing about this movie
	(
	

	4
	Newcomer Anne Hathaway shows talent for physical comedy
	(
	

	5
	Fine for pre-teen girls, but everyone else will run from the cinema in disgust
	
	(

	6
	Full of clichés and stereotypes
	
	(

	7
	Director Garry Marshall makes good use of the San Francisco setting
	(
	

	8
	An unhealthy message for little girls
	
	(


Make sure that you understand the meanings of the words in bold. Ask a classmate or check with your teacher.

2. Choose two comments from the list above. Explain each comment and say why you agree or disagree with it. Give examples from the film to support your opinions.


Students’ own answers

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Worksheet 7
Holes: From book to movie

Read chapter 1 of the book “Holes” by Louis Sachar, on which the movie is based.  What does it tell us about the setting and the characters in the story? Read it and answer the questions below.

http://www.readanybook.com/ebook/holes-168
1. Complete the table below with information from the text

	Story element
	Description (What is it /are they like?  - write a few words or phrases

	Setting

Camp Green Lake


	dry, flat wasteland

shriveled, dried out

full of holes dug by campers

very hot, no shade

occupied by scorpions, snakes and lizards



	Characters:

1. __Campers____

2. ___Warden_______


	Dig holes, no rest

Desperate to get away from digging holes



	
	Strict, scary, powerful, keeps good things for self, “owns the shade”




2. Write down two questions about the story that come into your mind after reading this opening chapter

______Students’ own answers__________________________________________________________

3. Watch the opening sequence of the movie version of “Holes”. Which sentence of the opening 
Sometimes a camper will try to be bitten by a scorpion, or even a small rattlesnake. Then he will get to spend a day or two recovering in his tent, instead of having to dig a hole out on the lake. 

4. What do we learn from the opening scene of the movie?

Camp Green Lake is a terrible place, and the campers are very desperate to get away from it. We also learn how a place was vacated at Camp Green Lake. Stanley will take over Barfbag’s place.

From Stanley, we learn about the history of his family, and the “family curse”. 

5. Which do you prefer, the opening of the book, or the opening of the movie? Why?

Students’ own answers

 Worksheet 8: Holes

The Plot of “Holes” (Part 1)

The movie “Holes” has a very rich and complicated plot, which combines stories from the past and the present.  One of the stories from the past is about Elya Yelnats, Stanley’s “no-good dirty rotten pig-stealing great-great-grandfather”.

1. Look at the pictures below and on the next page. Some of these come from the story of Stanley and some from the story of Elya. 

a. Put the related pictures under the same story heading 

b. Put the pictures in order for each story

	
	Stanley’s story
	Elya’s story

	1
	F
	L

	2
	K
	C

	3
	B
	H

	4
	J
	I

	5
	D
	E

	6
	G
	A


2. Who was Madame Zeroni? Why do you think Elya went to her for help?

Madame Zeroni was a fortune teller. Maybe Elya went to her because she had a reputation for effective magic, or because he was desperate and could not think of anything else.

3. Why did Stanley’s grandfather describe Elya as “pig-stealing”? Is this fair?

Stanley’s grandfather said Elya was a pig stealer because he took the pig but did not fulfil his promise to carry Madame Zeroni up the mountain. Students may think Grandpa should be less hard on Elya, because he didn’t actually intend to cheat Madame Zeroni, he just forgot. On the other hand, they may think the harsh criticismof the mistake  is justified, because the whole family had to suffer for it afterwards.

4. Stanley’s grandfather blames Madame Zeroni’s curse for all the bad things that happen to his family. He says “It doesn’t matter how smart you are, you need luck – something we ain’t got”.  Do you agree with this view? Do you think you are a lucky or unlucky person? Give some examples. Share your ideas with a partner.  Students’ own answers
Worksheet 9: Holes

The Plot of Holes (2)

1. Group activity
Your teacher will give you a set of cards which describe events in three different stories from “Holes”.  

a. Sort out the cards into three sets.

b. Put them in order for each story, using the grid provided.

c. Choose 2 or more cards FROM DIFFERENT STORIES and explain how the events described are related to each other.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.   Plot diagram – Family Tree of Holes
Fill in each of the following blanks with one word that can best complete the idea about the relationship between the characters or things in the story.
Family Tree of Holes








Worksheet 10: Holes

Power relationships in “Holes”

1. When the Warden appears in the movie, there is a surprise. How does the director “make the most of” this surprise when we see the Warden for the first time?

Nobody refers to the Warden as “she” before this moment.  We only know that the Warden is very powerful and feared by campers. Even her name “Lou” doesn’t give her gender away.  The car arrives and we cannot see the driver. The camera shows the boots first. Finally, the camera moves up and we realize that the Warden is in fact a woman.

2. The “Campers” have nicknames which they prefer to use. These nicknames often have some kind of meaning. Match these nicknames with the information about the characters.

	Nicknames
	
	Character information

	Armpit
	
	He gets very excited and moves about when he sees a nice car (Twitch – but he appears in the second half of the movie)

	X-Ray
	
	He is a clever thief and his hands just seem to “attract” things (Magnet)

	Barfbag
	
	He has very bad body odour! (Armpit)

	Magnet
	
	He often has unpleasant stomach upsets (Barfbag = “barf” means to vomit)

	Twitch
	
	He is very short-sighted and wears thick glasses (X-Ray)


3. At Camp Green Lake, the characters are very aware of who is powerful among them.  Discuss with a partner and rank the following characters in terms of their power and influence over the campers. Give reasons for your decisions. (Students’ own answers)

	Character
	Power ranking
	Evidence / reasons

	Mr Sir
	
	

	X-Ray
	
	

	The Warden
	
	

	Mr Pendanski (Mom)
	
	

	Zero
	
	


4. At first, Mr Pendanski seems nicer than Mr Sir. Is he really? Give some evidence to support your opinion. Students’ own answers – will probably mention his treatment of Zero.

Worksheet 11
Discussion Questions

Choose one of the questions below and hold a discussion in your group. Report your discussion to the class.

1. Kissing Kate Barlow

1. How did some people in the town react to Kate’s relationship with Sam? Why?

2. Why did Kate become an outlaw?

3. What else could she have done instead?

4. How have peoples’ attitudes to mixed-race relationships changed?

2. The campers

1. All the “campers” have nicknames. 
2. How do they feel about these names?
3. Do you think they chose these names themselves? Why (not)? 

4. If you were at Camp Green Lake, what do you think your nickname would be?
5. What do you think will happen to the campers after Camp Green Lake closes?
3. Fate and superstition

1. What examples can you see of the role of fate and superstition in the movie?  

2. How important do you think “fate” is in a person’s life? 

3. What other things are important in deciding a person’s future?

Notes for reporting:

We have chosen discussion question number ____________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Suggested Writing Tasks

Choose one of the topics below and write about 300 words

1. Kissing Kate Barlow kept a diary when she was a school teacher. Write the diary entry for the day she decided to become an outlaw.
2. One of the campers (you can choose which one) has become famous as an adult. Write a magazine interview with the camper you have chosen, in which he talks    about how the Camp Green Lake experience changed him, and what he did after 
he left.
3. Camp Green Lake is empty now, and the government wants to put the land and buildings to good use. The redevelopment should be for recreation, and should benefit local people and visitors.  Write a proposal for the redevelopment of       Camp Green Lake.
 Films





Films





Plots


about the main thing that happened


with a start, development & an end 





Genres


e.g. Drama


Comedy 


Action


Horror





Characters


e.g. main roles & _supporting__ roles





Theme


tells the main idea of the story


usually conveys a message





Settings


e.g., country, city  & forest





boring		fun	 welcoming	      cliquey*		noisy		comfortable


	stressful	disciplined		friendly	relaxing	exciting


interesting	       safe	challenging	colourful	 happy		competitive





In Hong Kong……..but in America


Students are / are not allowed to…..


Students are more / less likely to….


People pay more attention to……. They think ……….is more important





Some of the good / bad things about being royal are….


If you are a member of the royal family, you can / you can’t / you have to ………


A prince or  princess must….


If you become a prince(ss), you will have to …….. you will / won’t be able to……





Students’ own answers. Points to include could be…


Advantages: Having money and influence to do some good in the world Having the opportunity to try lots of different experiences and activities


Disadvantages: Lack of privacy, Heavy responsibility


Need to be a role model all the time, 





Mia has learned ………. This is important to a princess because ………


We don’t think Mia will be a good princess because …………..


A princess has to ………………, so it is important to be ………………….. Mia shows she has this quality when…………………………….


How can Mia possibly be a good princess? She…………..





Elya





Madame Zeroni





Stanley Yelnats I


(16 days-refuge at God’s _____)





Stanley


(Caveman)





Zero


(Hector Zeroni)





Warden





Trout Walker





________





Dr. Pendanski


(Mum)





Sam





Sam’s boat


(Mary Lou)





Not keeping his _promise____





Family curse





son





robbed





fancied





________





_________


__________





_______________________





Great-great-grandson?





supervisor





_________


 Saved Zero





assistants





______ Kate Barlow





supervisor








Great 


Grandson





campmates





Sploosh





lover





killed





Mr. Sir
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