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Analysing a drama script
Here is the beginning of a short drama called “The Halloween Party”.
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Scene 1

 In the classroom during recess
Characters
Ken 
-
He is funny and playful.  He likes to play tricks on people.

Tom 
-
He looks serious but he also like to play jokes.  He has lived in the USA for 4 years.

Jane
-
She is a born leader.  She is good at English and very talkative.

Cherry 
-
She is Jane’s best friend.  She gets scared easily.  She likes sweets.

Ms Lai
-
She is an English teacher.  She is young and likes to have fun with her students.  She does not like scary things.

(Everyone is in the classroom getting ready for the Halloween Party later on.  They are organizing the games and activities and talking about their costumes.)

Jane:
Tom, I’ve got these six pumpkins.  What can I do with them?
Tom:
(Seriously) 
Don’t you remember what Ms Lai has told us today?  We’re going to make Jack o’ Lanterns with these pumpkins.  You should carve faces into them.

Ken:
Tom, can we use three of your pumpkins for a game at our party? Can we just put horrible things in them?  You know, like cold spaghetti, jelly and stuff.  I saw it on last week.

Cherry:
(Frowning) 
Oh, Ken, that sounds really horrible.  I think I like Christmas better than Halloween!

Jane:
Oh, come on, Cherry.  Don’t be scared!  Halloween is fun.

Ken:
(Jumping from behind Jane with a skeleton mask) 
Boo!

Cherry:
(Frightened) 
Ahh! You scared me, Ken!
THE HALLOWEEN PARTY

Scene 1

 In the classroom during recess

Characters

Ken 
-
He is funny and playful.  He likes to play tricks on people.

Tom 
-
He looks serious but he also like to play jokes.  He has lived in the USA for 4 years.

Jane
-
She is a born leader.  She is good at English and very talkative.

Cherry 
-
She is Jane’s best friend.  She gets scared easily.  She likes sweets.

Ms Lai
-
She is an English teacher.  She is young and likes to have fun with her students.  She does not like scary things.


(Everyone is in the classroom getting ready for the Halloween Party later on.  They are organizing the games and activities and talking about their costumes.)

Jane:
Tom, I’ve got these six pumpkins.  What can I do with them?

Tom:
(Seriously) 
Don’t you remember what Ms Lai has told us today?  We’re going to make Jack o’ Lanterns with these pumpkins.  You should carve faces into them.

Ken:
Tom, can we use three of your pumpkins for a game at our party? Can we just put horrible things in them?  You know, like cold spaghetti, jelly and stuff.  I saw it on last week.

Cherry:
(Frowning) 
Oh, Ken, that sounds really horrible.  I think I like Christmas better than Halloween!

Jane:
Oh, come on, Cherry.  Don’t be scared!  Halloween is fun.

Ken:
(Jumping from behind Jane with a skeleton mask) 
Boo!

Cherry:
(Frightened) 
Ahh! You scared me, Ken!
This is the title of the drama.
This is the scene or setting, the place where the drama happens.
These are the characters, the people in the story.
This is a stage direction.  It tells you about movement or actions. Stage directions are written in brackets (  ) and in the present tense.

When a person speaks, we write who is speaking

When a new person speaks, we write it on a new line

This stage direction tells us what Cherry is doing while she is speaking. 
This stage direction tells us how Cherry feels. She shows her feelings in the way that she speaks.
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Circle the following items with the colours stated in the brackets.





The title of the drama (purple)


The place where the drama happens (green)


The people in the drama (red) 


What the people are doing at the beginning (blue)


An action somebody does when they are speaking (brown)


The feeling somebody has when they are speaking (orange)














