Enhancing students’ language skills through the NSS Short Stories Elective module

Pui Shing Catholic Secondary School

Bonus marks for composition

(Sample from LLSS officer)

Below are some examples of some areas teachers can focus on when awarding bonus marks. However, teachers MUST let their students know about these focuses before they begin writing their composition. 

The total of the bonus mark is 10. 


Students MUST underline or highlight the target sentences or words related to the focuses in order to get the bonus mark (except for the focus on accuracy). If there is more than one focus, they should mark them with different colours.

The marking descriptors

1. Vocabulary (5 marks): Use at least 5 newly acquired vocabulary items in the module 

	1
	Made an attempt to use the new words learnt. At least two of them is used appropriately and accurately in the context.

	3
	Shown effort in using the new words learnt. Most of the words are used accurately and appropriately in the context.

	5
	Shown effort in using the new words learnt and all of them are used accurately and appropriately in the context.


2. Accuracy (10 marks): Proofread the work before submission – deduct 1 mark for each careless mistake in the focus area. There MUST NOT be more than one focus area. Below are some examples:  

a. spelling

b. verb form of present tense/past continuous/conditional sentences
c. subject-verb agreement 
3. Target features/sentence pattern (5 marks): Include at least 5 sentences with the focus target feature or sentence pattern. There MUST NOT be more than one focus. Below are some examples:
a. similes/metaphors

b. personification

c. conditional sentences 
	1
	Made an attempt to use the target feature/sentence pattern learnt. At least one of them is used appropriately and accurately in the context.

	3
	Shown effort in using the target feature/sentence pattern learnt. Most of them are used accurately and appropriately in the context.

	5
	Shown effort in making use of the target feature/sentence pattern learnt and all of them are used accurately and appropriately in the context.





Example 1: Vocabulary (5 marks) + Elaboration of ideas (5) = 10


Example 2: Target feature/sentence pattern (5 marks) + Point of view (5) = 10


Example 3: Accuracy in spelling = 10
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