How to use the prefix and suffix lists

· Adapt / create the list for the topics you will be teaching (they are based on S1 and S2 textbook contents of 2011-2012). Alter the format if you prefer larger boxes etc.

· Before teaching a topic or unit, identify some words with prefixes and/or suffixes which you want to teach.

· If these are not included on the list, you can add them.

· Draw students’ attention to prefixes and/or suffixes in these words as you introduce them or as they appear in the lesson
· Ask students to note down the examples on the list. They can also write an explanation or draw a picture

· When enough words have been learned, review them by playing games (eg bingo, memory games), doing worksheets (eg matching, puzzles) or online activities 

· For suffixes, word family activities can be used to extend students’ vocabulary (eg parts of speech table, tic tac toe, spider diagram)

· A good source of online activities with prefixes and suffixes:
http://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/staff/boldtkatherine/readingfun3-6/readingfun_prefixessuffixesroots.htm
NB You will need to try out the games first in order to check whether they are manageable for students.

Prefixes and Suffixes
English Language version
	Prefixes

	Prefix
	Meaning
	Examples

	a-
	not, without
	atypical

	ab-
	away from
	absent

	anti-
	against
	anti-government

	co-, con-
	with, together
	co-operate

	de-
	down, away from
	descend

	dis-
	not, opposite of
	disagree

	en-
	to give, provide
	encourage

	ex-
	out of, away from
	exclude

	extra-
	outside, beyond
	extra-terrestrial

	im-, in-, ir
	not
	impossible

	inter-
	between
	international

	mid-
	middle
	Mid-Autumn

	mis-
	not, wrongly, badly
	mistrust

	non-
	not, against
	nonsense

	pre-
	before
	predict

	re-
	back, again
	return

	semi-
	half
	semifinal

	sub-
	under, less
	subzero

	super-
	over, more than
	superhero

	trans-
	across, through
	transport

	un-
	not, reverse of
	unhappy

	under-
	below, beneath
	underground

	Suffixes: nouns

	Suffix
	Meaning
	Examples

	-ance, -ence
	act or state of being
	independence

	-ant
	person or thing that does an action
	attendant

	-ee
	a person who is …….ed
	employee

	-er, -or, -ar
	a thing or person who does an action
	monitor

	-ion
	a process
	investigation

	-ism
	support for or belief in an idea
	Buddhism

	-ist
	a person who makes or does something
	journalist

	-ness
	the quality of being…


	happiness

	Suffixes: verbs

	Suffix
	Meaning
	Examples

	-ate
	
	congratulate

	-en
	
	brighten

	-ify
	
	identify

	-ise, -yse
	
	analyse

	Suffixes: adjectives

	Suffix
	Meaning
	Examples

	-al
	like, having the quality of
	historical

	-ful
	full of
	hopeful

	-ible
	able to
	edible

	-less
	without
	hopeless

	-ous
	full of, having
	joyous

	-y
	covered in, somewhat like…
	tasty, muddy

	-ary
	connected to, related to
	imaginary


Prefixes, Roots and Suffixes

Science version

	Prefixes

	Prefix
	Meaning
	Examples

	anti-
	against
	antigen

	audi-
	hear
	auditory

	con-
	together, with
	condensation

	de-
	undo, away from, down
	destarch

	herb-
	plant
	herbivore

	hydr-
	water
	hydrate

	hypo-
	under, below
	hypothesis

	infra-
	below, underneath
	infra-red

	kine-
	movement
	kinetic 

	micro-
	small
	microscope

	omni-
	all
	omnivore

	pre-
	earlier, before
	predict

	trans-
	across, through
	transfer

	tri-
	three
	tripod

	Roots

	Root
	Meaning
	Examples

	aer
	in the sky
	aerial

	atmos-
	vapour
	atmosphere

	bio-
	life
	Biology

	crease-,  cresc
	to grow, get bigger
	increase

	dec-
	ten
	decimal

	duct-
	to lead
	conductor

	photo-
	light
	photosynthesis

	phys-
	related to the body, real
	Physics

	spir-
	to breathe
	respiration

	scrib-, script
	to write
	describe

	solv- solu
	to dissolve
	dissolve

	vert-, vers-
	to turn or change
	conversion

	Suffixes: nouns

	Suffix
	Meaning
	Examples

	-age
	
	voltage

	-ance, -ence
	the act or state of being
	science

	-ant
	a person or thing that does something
	pollutant

	-er, -or, -ar
	person or thing that does something
	polluter

	 -tion,  -sion
	a process
	solution, condensation

	-ist
	a person who makes or does
	scientist

	-ment
	
	measurement

	-ness
	the quality of being….
	thickness

	-ure
	
	temperature

	
	
	

	Suffixes: verbs

	Suffix
	Meaning
	Examples

	-ate
	
	saturate

	-en
	
	fasten

	-ise, yse
	
	crystallise

	-ify
	
	purify

	Suffixes: adjectives

	Suffix
	Meaning
	Examples

	-ible
	able to
	edible

	-ic
	of, like, pertaining to
	scientific

	-ing
	
	boiling

	-less
	without
	colourless


Prefixes, Roots and Suffixes

Humanities version

	Prefixes

	Prefix
	Meaning
	Examples

	anti-
	against
	anti-government

	auto
	self
	autonomous

	circum-
	around
	circumnavigate

	co-, con-
	with, together
	convenient

	de-
	go down, away from
	decrease

	en-
	to cause, provide
	Enlightenment

	equi-
	equal, the same
	equality

	inter-
	between
	international

	multi-
	many
	multilingual

	post-
	after
	post-war

	pre-
	before
	prehistoric

	prim-
	first
	primary sources

	pro-
	in favour of
	project

	re-
	back, again
	reform

	trans-
	across, through
	transport

	Roots

	Root
	Meaning
	Examples

	aer-
	in the sky
	aerial

	alt-
	high up
	altitude

	atmos-
	vapour
	atmosphere

	auto-
	self
	automated

	bene-
	well, good
	benefit

	cent-
	hundred
	century

	chron-
	time
	chronological

	-cline
	slope
	decline

	-crat, -cracy
	rule
	democracy

	-crease, -cresc-
	to grow, get bigger
	increase

	cultiv-
	to grow (plants)
	cultivation

	dec-
	ten
	decade

	demo-
	people
	democracy

	div- deo
	God
	divine

	leg-
	law
	legal

	lib-
	free
	liberty

	-merc-
	to sell, do business
	commercial

	poli-
	city
	political

	sed-
	to sit or settle
	sedimentary

	sequ-, sec-
	to follow
	consequence

	volv-, vol
	to turn
	revolution

	Suffixes: nouns

	Suffix
	Meaning
	Examples

	-ance, -ence
	the act or state of being
	reference

	-ant
	a person or thing that does an action
	attendant


Prefixes, Roots and Suffixes

Mathematics version

	Prefixes

	Prefix
	Meaning
	Examples

	ad
	To, towards
	adjacent                                                                                   

	bi
	two
	binomial

	circum
	around
	circumference

	co, con
	together
	coefficient

	dia
	through, across
	diagonal

	equi
	the same
	equivalent

	inter
	between
	intersect

	iso
	equal
	isometric

	maxi
	large
	maximum

	mini
	small
	minimum

	mono
	one
	monomial

	multi
	many
	multiply

	para
	alongside, similar
	parallel

	poly
	many, more than one
	polygon

	quadri
	four
	quadrilateral

	semi
	half
	semi-circle

	trans
	across
	transect

	tri
	three
	triangle

	uni
	single, one
	uniform, unit

	Roots

	Root
	Meaning
	Examples

	acu-
	sharp
	acute

	cent-
	one hundred
	centimetre

	chron-
	time
	chronological

	dec-
	ten
	decimal

	frac-
	to break
	fraction

	kilo-
	thousand
	kilogram

	peri-
	around
	perimeter

	sequ-, secu
	to follow
	sequence

	spect-
	to look
	respectively

	tens-,  tend-
	to stretch
	extend

	vert- vers-
	to change or turn
	convert



	Suffixes: nouns

	Suffix
	Meaning
	Examples

	-ance, -ence
	the act or state of being
	difference

	 -tion, -sion
	a process
	division, multiplication

	-er, -or, -ar
	a person or thing that does something
	denominator, numerator

	-ment
	a process
	enlargement

	-ure
	
	temperature

	Suffixes: verbs

	Suffix
	Meaning
	Examples

	-ate, 
	
	estimate

	-en
	
	lengthen

	-ise, yse
	
	analyse

	Suffixes: adjectives

	Suffix
	Meaning
	Examples

	-al
	like, having the quality of
	mathematical

	-ic
	like, pertaining to
	metric

	-ive
	having the nature of
	distributive

	-less
	without
	meaningless


