A) Complete the following graphic organizer after getting information from your partner. 

Topic: Opium trade in China in the 19th century
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B) Write an article about the causes and effects of opium trade in the 19th century.

Topic: Opium trade in China in the 19th century (Sample)









Effects of opium trade  





Causes of opium trade in China  





Cause #2 


Opium trade helped Britain earn a lot of money from China.   





Cause #1 


Britain had a great demand on the tea, silk and porcelain from China. However, China had little demand for foreign goods.  





Effect #2 





Opium smoking led to social problems. People stole, sold their properties, land and even children to buy opium.








Effect #1 





Chinese people spent a large amount of silver on buying opium. Many people also did not work after smoking opium.





Situation / Event





Britain started opium trade in China in the 19th century. 





Effect #3 


The trade harmed the health of Chinese people. They became addicted to opium after smoking it. 












































In the 19th century, a large amount of opium was exported to China. Britain started the opium trade due to different reasons. The trade led to harmful effects on China. 





There are two causes of the opium trade. First, Britain had a great demand on the tea, silk and porcelain from China. However, China had little demand for foreign goods because it could produce almost everything she needed.   





Second, selling opium to China helped Britain earn a lot of money. People were easily addicted to opium. Consequently, Chinese people had a great demand on opium.  





The trade had three effects on China. First, Chinese people spent a large amount of silver on buying opium. Many people also did not work after smoking opium.








Second, opium smoking led to social problems. People stole, sold their properties, land and even children to buy opium.





Third, the trade harmed the health of Chinese people. They became addicted to opium after smoking it. 





In conclusion, the opium trade was started because Britain wanted to buy tea, silk and porcelain from China, and opium could help her earn a lot of money. The trade had harmful effects on the economy, society and health of Chinese people. Then the Chinese government banned foreign merchants from selling opium in China and fought wars with Britain. 
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