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Introduction

NSS Elective Module: Learning English through Social Issues
Objectives of the module

In this module you will…..

· learn about a variety of social issues, their causes, effects, possible solutions and views of the different parties involved

· learn and record key vocabulary related to various different social issues

· learn how to use material from a variety of sources to produce a presentation on a social issue

· develop your skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening

· practise critical thinking through writing and discussion

Assessment

You will be assessed internally on….
· A group presentation given in class

· A written task based on information in the presentations and done under exam conditions
You will be assessed in the public examination on
· an essay of 500 words in Part B of the writing paper for HKDSE 
Content of the module

	Part 1
	Defining social issues: introduction

	Part 2
	Causes and effects of social issues

	Part 3
	Possible solutions to social issues, with their advantages and disadvantages

	Part 4
	Viewpoints of different people involved

	Part 5
	Final presentation and written assessment


Task: 
You are taking part in a conference on social issues affecting young people in Hong Kong.  You have to prepare and give a group presentation on a social issue. You may include video clips and other media if you wish, but they must be produced by you.  You will make notes on the presentations of the different groups, and use the information in a written assessment task.
Part 1: Defining Social Issues

Pictures of social issues

Task 1: 

You have been given a set of pictures which represent social issues. Which issues do they represent? Write your answers below. 
	Picture
	Issue represented
	Picture
	Issue represented

	1
	pollution / the environment
	11
	terrorism

	2
	drug addiction / drug trafficking
	12
	redevelopment / heritage conservation

	3
	juvenile crime
	13
	cruelty to animals / animal abuse

	4
	bullying
	14
	racial discrimination

	5
	poverty / the wealth gap
	15
	family / domestic violence

	6
	obesity
	16
	corruption

	7
	(underage) smoking
	17
	compensated dating

	8
	teenage pregnancy
	18
	alcoholism 

	9
	gambling (addiction)
	19
	eating disorders / anorexia

	10
	Internet addiction
	20
	piracy


Task 2: 

Work with a partner. Choose the social issue you think is most important... (own answers)
a. in the world today


  _____________________________________________________________
b. in Hong Kong

_____________________________________________________________
c. for your future

_____________________________________________________________

Explain one of your choices to the class (own answers)
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Task 3:

1. Can you categorise the social issues in the pictures? Write them in the boxes below. Some issues may belong in more than one box. Suggest a fifth category if you can.
 (Answers are suggestions only – other answers may be valid if ss can justify them.)
	Related to health
	Related to the economy
	Related to politics
	Related to relationships
	

	1

2 

6
7

8

10

15

17

18

19


	3

5
16

20


	11
14


	4
8

10

14

15

17
	12
13


2. Are there other ways to categorise these issues? Write your suggestions below: (students own answers, suggestions below)
· ______serious in HK and not______________________________________________
· ______related to young people / older people__________________________________

· _____________related to men / women______________________________________
· __________getting more serious / less serious__________________________________
Task 4:


What do social issues have in common? Write some points below (students may make other valid suggestions)
· ___________Problems of some kind__________________________________________
· ______Affect large numbers of people – the effects can be very serious______________
· _______Much effort and money goes into dealing with them , but___________________
· _____They are very difficult to solve and keep coming back_______________________
· _____Different people have different opinions about how to deal with them___________
Task 5
Here are some definitions of social issues. Fill in the missing words to identify the issues.

A. _______________ is a form of harassment usually performed by someone who is older, stronger or more powerful socially upon his or her weaker peers.  It can be physical or psychological in nature, and the effects can be extremely serious, with some victims having committed suicide. It can occur in many situations, including schools and workplaces.  It is found among both males and females, and among children and adults. When modern technology such as the Internet is used, it is called _________________________.

B. _______________  is the condition of not having the means to afford basic human needs such as food, health care, clothing and shelter. According to the United Nations, over 2.5 billion people in the world live in this condition, earning less than US$2 a day. People living in developing countries in parts of Africa and Asia are particularly badly affected, because wars and natural disasters such as droughts have caused severe economic problems.
C. Software ______________________ is the practice of illegally copying, distributing, or using software. It is such a profitable "business" that it has been taken up by organized crime groups in a number of countries. According to the Business Software Alliance (BSA), about 36% of all software in current use is stolen. Software ________________________causes significant losses for publishers, which in turn results in higher prices for consumers.
Complete the table below with information from the definitions. 
	Definition
	Issue
	Word used to describe it (eg process, state etc)
	Where is it found?
	Who is involved?

	A
	bullying
	a form of harassment
	schools, workplaces
	men, women, children

	B
	poverty
	the condition of ….ing
	everywhere, but especially developing countries
	people with not enough money for basic needs

	C
	piracy
	the practice of …..ing
	everywhere
	criminals, publishers, consumers


Task 6
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Choose one social issue (it could be one in the pictures or one of your own choice) and co[image: image6.png]


mplete the mind map below. 
Using the information in your mind map, follow these steps to write a definition of the social issue you have chosen.

A definition is an explanation of meaning of a word or a phrase. Definitions can be found in dictionaries and encyclopedia. Here are some tips for writing definitions:

	STEP 1 : A simple description of the social issue using a noun,

· For long-term problems, use words like, condition, state, practice, problem and process of +…ing
e.g. Drink driving is the practice of driving a car after consuming too much alcohol. 
· For changing situations, use words like change, decrease, increase, drop and rise in+ noun
e.g. Economic recession is a decrease in the trade and business activities in a country. 
· Other useful nouns include belief in+ noun / that+ clause, feeling of + noun / that + clause, policy of + ….ing and illness that + clause 

e.g. Depression is an illness that makes you feel very unhappy and anxious and often prevents you from living a normal life.
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	STEP 2: Give some details about the social issue

· Who is involved or affected? 
· Where is the social issue most commonly found? 

e.g. People living in developing countries in parts of Africa and Asia are particularly badly affected
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	STEP 3: Add an example of the social issue from the real world

    e.g. According to the United Nations, over 2.5 billion people in the world live in poverty, earning less than US$2 a day. 


Definition of ____________________

​​​​​​___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .
Vocabulary work
Make a note of important new vocabulary from this unit in your vocabulary notebook.
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We think the most important social issue ______________________________ is _________________________________. We have chosen this issue because ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Social Issue





What is it?





Who is involved / affected?





Where does it happen?





Example
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