Heung To Middle School (TSW)

NSS Elective Module: Learning English through Social Issues 

Part 3b: Problems and Solutions: Animal Abuse
Name: _______________ ( _ _ _ _ )

Class: S6(   )
Date in full: __________________

Warm up

1. You are going to watch a short video about the work of the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA) in the UK. Watch the video, then make notes in the table below


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PZLR-0mRSkM (up to 2:19)
	Examples of animal abuse
	Places where animal abuse happens
	Things people can do to stop animal abuse

	people beating animals

animals kept in small cages

not feeding animals

keeping too many animals

abandon animals (put them outside to die)

keeping animals in bad conditions, eg overcrowded, dirty etc


	home

farm

zoo / theme park

circus or other show

animal shelter 

pet shop
	donate to charities

volunteer for charity organisations

report abuse when they see it

adopt a pet if they are able to

promote good treatment of animals among friends, family members etc.


NB These are suggestions only – students may add other ideas

Discuss with a partner or in your group:

a. Have you ever witnessed any case of animal abuse? What did you / would you do?

b. Do you think animal abuse is a serious problem in Hong Kong? Why (not)? Can you think of some recent cases?
c. Do you think that Hong Kong should have a special police force to look after animals?
Task 1

http://varsity.com.cuhk.edu.hk/index.php/2013/01/stop-abuse-animal-police/
reproduced with the permission of Varsity, the English language student practicum magazine of the School of Journalism and Communication of the Chinese University of Hong Kong
You will read part of an article by the Chinese University of Hong Kong from this link. Use the words in bold from this vocabulary table to fill in the blanks in the article which is on the next page.
	mainstream media
	hunt
	euthanized
	sprung up

	television, newspapers etc
	a search, looking for something
	killed to prevent suffering
	appeared suddenly

	stray
	brutally abused
	halt
	severe

	homeless animal
	badly hurt by someone on purpose
	stop
	very serious



Calls for Tougher Laws and Animal Police to Stop Animal Abuse in Hong Kong
FOCUS, MULTIMEDIA — BY ADMIN ON JANUARY 10, 2013 4:15 PM 
Editors: Carmen Shih,Cherry Ge    Reporters: Natalie Cheng, Rene Lam, Derek Li
Hong Kong lacks animal police and specific treatments for animal abusers
In November, a photograph of a (1)____stray___ cat in Sau Mau Ping, bleeding from its mouth was uploaded onto social networking sites and was immediately widely shared. This story was picked up by the (2)___mainstream media___ and led to a very public (3)_______hunt______ for the cat’s abusers.

It turned out that Miu, as the cat was named by residents in the area, had been (4)______brutally abused_____ by five youngsters. The stray had to be (5)____euthanised________ due to (6)__severe___ internal injuries. That incident, and other recent cases of abuse have led to an outpouring of anger and for calls for action to (7)_____halt____  the abuse. Concern groups have (8)____sprung up___ to add their voices to those that have long been speaking out for animal welfare and rights.

1. What words and phrases are used to describe the condition of the cat? Write them below.

_______bleeding, brutally abused, (suffering) severe internal injuries_____________________
2. Why do you think the writer describes this incident at the beginning of the article?

_______To shock readers and engage their emotions so that they will read on______________
3. What other words could you use to describe animal abuse?

________(Students’ own answers) _________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Task 2
1. Here is the rest of the article about animal abuse in Hong Kong.  Work with a partner. Suggest a heading for each paragraph below. Circle the key words that helped you to choose the heading. (Suggested titles – students may give other answers)
(1) ___Changes needed to animal welfare laws in Hong Kong_______________________________
In a 2010 review of the existing laws on animal welfare, Professor Amanda S Whitfort and Dr. Fiona M Woodhouse highlighted shortcomings in the system. Hong Kong’s Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Ordinance was enacted in 1935. Critics say it has a confusing definition of cruelty and in any case, enforcement is ineffective. Although penalties under the law were increased in 2006, Whitford and Woodhouse say the law itself is outdated and is inadequate to fully protect animals in Hong Kong.

(2) _______Organisations responsible for animal welfare in Hong Kong_______________

At present, the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) is primarily responsible for animal welfare. It also works with the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) and the SPCA inspectorate team to deal with any issues regarding animals, including animal abuse. But these three bodies have no power to prosecute, even if an abuse has been witnessed. It needs the help of police, although the SPCA provides professional knowledge and veterinary reports on the animal victim in the event of a prosecution. For this reason, many members of the public are calling for the establishment of a special “Animal Police” to enforce the law and prevent abuse.
(3) ___Links between animal abuse and violence against humans______________________________
Various studies have suggested a link between animal abuse and interhuman violence. Psychologists have found that aggressive criminals tend to harm those who are weaker than themselves, including children, elderly people, and animals. In some countries, such as the United States, issues such as the keeping of a registry, or list, of animal abusers have been raised, as well as the need for psychological treatment for those who abuse animals. Although there are as yet no known programmes specifically for the treatment and rehabilitation of animal abusers in Hong Kong, education is both urgent and needed to foster respect for animals.

2. In paragraph 1 above, there are some negative words and expressions to describe the current legislation (laws) on animal abuse in Hong Kong. Find them in the paragraph and write them next to their meanings below.
	Meaning
	Word in paragraph 1

	has not been changed to keep up with changes in society
	outdated

	not strong or good enough to serve its purpose
	inadequate

	not easy to understand
	confusing

	does not make a difference or result in improvement
	ineffective


3. Are the following statements True or False? Give some evidence from paragraphs 4 and 5 of the passage to support your answers. Part of the first one has been done as an example.
	Statement
	True,  False or not enough information?
	Evidence

	Hong Kong has had a Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Ordinance for a long time
	T / F / ?
	Hong Kong’s Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Ordinance was enacted in 1935

	Critics think that the law does not have power to punish people who abuse animals
	T / F / ?
	Critics say……enforcement is ineffective

	Most people in Hong Kong want a special “Animal Police”
	T / F / ?
	It says “many members of the public”, but we have no way of knowing if this is “most people”.

	The SPCD can have a person sent to jail for animal abuse
	T / F / ?
	These three bodies have no power to prosecute……it needs the help of police

	A number of programmes for convicted animal abusers are offered in Hong Kong
	T / F / ?
	There are as yet no known programmes specifically for the treatment of those who abuse animals

	In the US, the police keep a list of animal abusers
	T / F / ?
	The issue has been raised (para 3), but we do not know if it has been adopted


4. Complete the following diagram using ideas from the text and your own ideas. Which solution(s) would you like to see? Discuss with a partner. 


(students’ own answers)
	Problem of animal abuse in Hong Kong
	Possible Solutions
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	
	
	
	


Task 3

http://www.volunteerguide.org/hours/service-projects/kind-to-animals reproduced with the permission of Charity Guide
You will read an article from the website of an animal welfare group about the importance of teaching children to be kind to animals. 

3.1 Vocabulary work
These words are from the article. Decide if they have a positive meaning or a negative meaning and write them in the table below.

abuse

caring

compassion
benefits
cruelty

empathy

empowerment

heinous

kind

respect

suffering

victims

violence
loving

mistreated

threat

	Positive
	Negative

	kind
	abuse

	caring
	cruelty

	compassion
	heinous

	empathy
	suffering

	empowerment
	victims

	respect
	violence


3.2 Reading
Read the article, then go back to the word table above. Change any words you think are in the wrong columns.
Teach Children to be Kind to Animals
by Katherine Noyes 

When you teach a child to be kind to animals, you help pave the way to a brighter future for all living beings. Animals benefit because the next generation has learned to treat them with respect and compassion, reducing instances of animal cruelty. Children benefit because learning about compassion and empathy early in life builds moral character, reduces violence, and builds a sense of empowerment and responsibility. And society as a whole benefits when its members are more caring towards each other and the animals who live among us.

Unfortunately, not all children are taught to be kind to animals. This gap may lead them to tease animals or otherwise disregard their feelings; in the worst cases, it can lead to acts of animal cruelty.

Animal cruelty is a heinous act punishable by law in every state, but in recent years, there has been increasing recognition of the link between animal cruelty and violence to other humans as well. For instance, it's often the case that children who commit animal cruelty have witnessed or been victims of abuse themselves: In roughly one-third of families suffering from domestic abuse, at least one child has hurt or killed a pet, according to the Humane Society of the United States.

Sadly, violence begets more violence, and those who start off abusing animals often end up abusing people too. People who deliberately abuse animals are five times more likely to commit violent crimes against people, four times more likely to commit property crimes, and three times more likely to have a record for drug abuse or disorderly conduct than those who don't, according to a study by American Humane. In fact, the FBI reportedly even uses reports of animal cruelty to assess the potential threat posed by suspected and known violent criminals.
One of the most powerful tools we have for preventing cruelty to animals is education. It is important to plant the seeds of kindness in children early, and to nurture their development as the child grows. Children not only need to learn what they shouldn't do, but also what they can do. If children see that their pets are happy and loving, the children will feel good, too. This in turn will help them care for their pets' feelings.
So what can we parents do to help our children learn this important lesson? Teach by example! Children learn much of what they know by watching those around them, so one of the best ways to teach children is by showing them that you care about animals. We should take good care of our pets, including taking them to the vet when they are sick. Involve children in building bird houses or walking shelter dogs. Let’s speak out when we see animals being mistreated, and encourage our children to do the same.
1. What is the main message of the article? 
It is important to teach children to be kind to animals, because people who are cruel to animals are often cruel to other people, too
2. According to paragraph 1, which three groups benefit from children being taught to be kind to animals?
a. ________animals_________________

b. ________children__________________

c. _________society in general_________
3. According to paragraph 3, what is one cause of cruelty to animals?

__________ domestic abuse in childhood _____________________________
4. “Violence begets violence”. What does this phrase mean? 


____ using violence makes the victim violent too ________________________
5. According to paragraph 4, some people have said that the FBI use reports of animal cruelty to assess the threat posed by certain criminals to humans. Why would they do that?

a. They think animals are more important than people

b. They want to catch criminals who do bad things to animals

c. They think that criminals who have harmed animals are more likely to harm people too

d. They want violent criminals to treat animals better

Underline the sentence(s) in the article that told you this answer.

6. Do you think it is fair to use reports of animal cruelty in this way? Why (not)?

_______________________students’ own answers______________________
7. How do you think people in Hong Kong should be punished for acts of animal cruelty?

________________________ students’ own answers _________________________
8.  Here is the last paragraph of the article above.  What language features is the writer using to appeal to the readers? Underline them.


[image: image1.emf] 

 






Which language structures have you identified? Tick the relevant boxes below.
· 1. modal verb  
· 2. imperative

· 3. conditional sentence ( this is the only structure not shown in the passage
· 4. first person plural (inclusive “we”)

· 5. rhetorical question

· 6. exclamation

Why, do you think, has the writer used the “inclusive we” here? What effect does it give?

_______It gives the impression that the writer and reader share a common goal_________


ACTIVITY 4: Writing
You are Chris Wong, the chairperson of the Student Union. You school is holding a “Be Kind to Animals Week” and you have been asked to give a talk in the morning assembly to raise students’ awareness of animal abuse and what they can do about it.  Write a speech for the morning assembly to express your views on animal abuse. Say why you think it is important to do something about it, what causes it and what students can do to help animals. 
Remember to think about:

a. What type of writing do you have to produce? (report, story, proposal….etc)

_________________assembly speech__________________________

b. What are the features of this type of writing? (eg should you use headings or not? Should you address the readers / listeners directly as “you”? How should you begin and end the piece of writing?)
_______No headings, address listeners directly, use situations that catch attention (eg examples of abuse) at the beginning. End by telling students how they can help and encouraging them to do so________
c. Who are you writing to? Should your writing be formal or informal? 
________Younger students. Language can be quite direct, but not too formal or 


informal, as it needs to be accessible to them. ____________

d. Why are you writing? 

_____To raise awareness (information) and encourage students to help(persuasion)______


Extension Task: Reading a short story “The Hand That Feeds Me” by Michael Z Lewin

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/sites/teacheng/files/hand_text.pdf (British Council)
Read the first two paragraphs of the short story “The Hand that Feeds Me”. What do you learn about the setting of the story and the narrator (the character telling the story)?

1. Who is the narrator? How do you know?

_____The narrator is a dog. He is “grazing for food” in an alleys, and refers to “human 
beings” as if they are different from him.____________________________
2. What does the narrator mean when he mentions “competition” at the end of the paragraph?


The old man is also searching for food, so he may get to the food before the dog does
3. Why does the narrator think “Here’s trouble” when he sees the old man?


The old man may take food from the dog, or try to make the dog go away. He may even 
try to harm the dog
Read the next part of the story (from “the old guy was grazing too” to “I set out after them” and think about the questions below:
4. Why was the narrator cautious about accepting the meat?

____It could have been poisoned. Some people do this (even in HK)_______

5. What is the meaning of “rooting”?

_____Looking for something, especially digging in trash or in the ground. (NB this word 
is used to describe how pigs look for food)__________

6. What have we learned about the old man?


______He is very poor, as he has to look for food in rubbish bins. He is probably 
homeless, but he is kind and generous, because he gives food to the dog________

7. Why is the town only “semi” dark?


_____because there is a lot of street lighting, and lights from buildings____________
8. What do we learn about the narrator’s life? 


_____He is used to being treated badly “Beatings are something I know about”______

9. Read the section from “I licked one of the wounds” to “I set out after them”. Which senses are used here? What effect does this give?


_______Taste (I licked one of the wounds); touch (his body was pretty warm); smell 
(Nosing around, I picked up the scent). The effect is to give us a dog’s perspective on the 
event by helping us experience it through many senses as the dog would._____
10. What do you think the narrator will do next?


________(students’ own answers, but probably he will look for the killers)___________

Read the rest of the story at 
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/sites/teacheng/files/hand_text.pdf
or listen here:

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/britlit/hand-feeds-me
Find some examples in the story of how the writer uses different senses to tell events from the narrator’s perspective (point of view). (points listed below could be included)

What is your reaction to the story? Write it below. (students’ own answers)

Idiomatic language: Doggie talk
1. The title of the story comes from an English idiom which says “Don’t bite the hand that feeds you”.  What do you think this idiom means? Discuss with a partner.

___It means we should not behave badly to someone who has helped us_______

2. We also say “I’m dog-tired” or that we are “working like a dog”. This gives us some idea of what a “dog’s life” is expected to be like. Do you think this is true for dogs now? Why (not)?

______ (student’s own answers) ________________________________________________
3. Here are some dialogues containing idioms related to dogs. Read the dialogues with a partner and try to guess the meaning.





a. 

b. 

Meanings:

a. People are very ruthless: they do what they need to do in order to succeed, without considering others.
b. Don’t raise a difficult issue when it is not necessary and may renew an argument

c. It is difficult for older people to learn about new things

d. From the way he talks, it seems that he is bad or mean, but his actions show that he is not.

5. Choose two of these “dog idioms” and look them up in the dictionary or online.  In your own words, write dialogues of 3 or 4 exchanges that show their meaning. Share them with the class.
a. The tail is wagging the dog.

b. There’s life in the old dog yet.

c. (You are) barking up the wrong tree.

d. Every dog has its day.

e. A shaggy dog story

f. (Don’t be) a dog in a manger

Useful language





Persuasion:


You can use “rhetorical” questions (questions that don’t expect an answer) eg “Do you know how many animals are abused in Hong Kong every year?”


You can use conditional sentences, eg “If you do nothing, that animal will die”


You can use modal verbs (should, must, have to etc)


You can use strong adjectives to describe the situation (eg “The abuse was shocking / horrifying” etc. Refer to the vocabulary from the two articles for ideas)


You can use examples of abuse in order to make the audience feel sorry for the animals and want to do something to help them.


You can use “we” instead of “you” when talking about things people can do. You can use “Let’s” to make suggestions (eg “Let’s all work together to stop animal abuse”)





So what can we parents do to help our children learn this important lesson? Teach by example! Children learn much of what they know by watching those around them, so one of the best ways to teach children is by showing them that you care about animals. We should take good care of our pets, including taking them to the vet when they are sick. Involve children in building bird houses or walking shelter dogs. Let’s speak out when we see animals being mistreated, and encourage our children to do the same.
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talks about warm weather “sultry, warm, humid” to set the scene


approached the meat carefully “I checked it out” probably sniffing for a strange smell that could mean poison


describes how the dog licks the man’s wounds, and sniffs for the scent of his killers


The dog tracks the killers using scent


In describing the park, writer talks of the scents and also the sounds of many people “All you have to do is listen”


He describes the weight and smell of the leather jacket “It was not clean”


The smell of the killers on the beer cans


The dog “cried” for the dead man by howling at the moon. A kind of mourning





______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





My brother’s a songwriter. Someone got one of his songs off the Internet and made a recording of it, pretending it was theirs.





I’m not surprised. It’s dog eat dog in the music business.





I think I’ll ask Ada if she and Joe have made up after their argument.





I wouldn’t, if I were you. It’s better to let sleeping dogs lie.





My Mum bought a new smartphone, but she doesn’t even know how to answer it when it rings!





Well, it takes time, you know. You can’t teach an old dog new tricks.





I don’t understand that topic we learned in Maths today, but I’m scared to ask Mr. Chan. He always shouts at people! I’m sure he’ll punish me.





Oh don’t worry about Mr. Chan. He’s quite helpful really. His bark is worse than his bite.
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