
Optimising
the school-based language curricula 
to cater for diverse learning needs 
and foster students’ 
whole-person development

Introduction: Experiences and reflections upon 
optimisation of the school curriculum
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www.menti.com
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Dictionary definition of “optimise”: 

to make something as good as possible

Source: https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/optimize



Rigorous

Forward-looking

Sensitive to learner diversity

Sufficient space and rich in 
opportunities for whole-person 
development 

Smooth articulation between 
Key Stages



How should your students’ language learning experience look like?



Nature of Language Learning

Language 
as a body of 
knowledge

Language 
as a tool 

Language 
as an object for 

appreciation



Optimisation is about holistic curriculum planning…



to create space and opportunities for students’ whole-person development



Optimising the Language Curricula

Where

What 
resources

When

Which entry 
point(s)

VE
LWL

RaC

STEM/
STEAM

Chinese culture



Community

School

Non-language 
subject 

classroom

Language 
classroom

Where can 
language 
learning 
take place?

Home Virtual



When
can 
language 
learning 
take place?

Source: Task Force on Review of School Curriculum (2020). 
Optimise the Curriculum for the Future, Foster Whole Person 
Development and Diverse Talents, p.15.

Lesson time vs Learning time



What 
resources
can be used 
to facilitate 
language 
learning?



What 
entry points
can be used 
to facilitate 
language 
learning?

STEAM education

Values education Life planning education

Chinese culture

Life-wide learning Reading across the Curriculum



6 cases across 3 presentations



Case 1

Cases 2-3

Cases 4-6



Optimising the Language Curricula

Where

What 
resources

When

Which entry 
point(s)

VE
LWL

RaC

STEM/
STEAM

Chinese culture



With or Without 
Optimisation…



Source: https://www.talent.gov.hk/onlineMagazineDetail/50?lang=en_US

Like a Chinese medicine practitioner, a language teacher will turn to the 
little drawers of their cabinet of resources after “diagnosing” their 
students’ needs, and then design, create, concoct and enrich students’ 
learning experiences through mixing suitable content and resources.

The metaphor of Chinese medicine cabinet



Enjoy the presentations

Be inspired

Have lots of takeaways


