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St. Clare’s Girls’ School
School: • English as the medium of instruction used in most 

subjects
• Development focuses:
 vertical coherence of the school curriculum to 

strengthen the interface between KS3 and KS4
 students’ whole-person development (WPD), learning 

experiences, reading ability and exposure and self-
learning

Students: • Average to high English ability
• About half learning content subjects in Chinese at primary 

level



Teachers may want to know …

1 
How can optimisation of the four senior secondary (SS) core 
subjects benefit junior form students’ learning?

2 

3 
What strategies did teachers use in the programme to support 
students’ English learning and enrich their learning experiences?  

4 

What strategies did teachers deploy to design the RaC 
programme?
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Introducing school-
based programmes in 

junior forms (e.g. S1 RaC 
programme to enable 

students to read across 
subjects) in 2021/22

Optimising four 
SS core subjects 

Reviewing the school
curriculum and  

revamping the school 
timetable

Space created by 
revised overall school 

timetable for 
optimisation

1. Junior form students can benefit from optimisation through …

Enriching the English 
reading curriculum

Facilitating
students’ English 
learning across

key stages



S1
• Previewing, skimming and scanning
• Locating specific information
• Understanding steps in instructions
• Working out the meaning of words through definitions, affixations and 

compounding
• Identifying the main ideas in a text
• Understanding infographics – interpreting data
• Identifying feelings

S2
• Identifying opinions and preferences
• Understanding the connection between ideas
• Identifying what a reference word refers to
• Understanding setting, tone and atmosphere
• Understanding charts and graphs

S3 • Understanding the meaning of unknown words and expressions
• Organising information
• Understanding repetition, exaggeration and contrast
• Identifying attitudes
• Using general knowledge and logic to infer meaning

Enriching the school’s reading curriculum

Applying 
reading 
strategies 
and skills 
in an 
integrative 
manner at 
senior 
levels

New reading 
strategies added

Related reading 
strategies 
reinforced



S1 
RaC programme

S2 
STEM education 

programme

Language across 
the Curriculum 
projects in both 

junior and senior
forms

Smoother interface between KS3 and KS4 through optimising the 
school’s curriculum

Facilitate students’ 
learning across key 

stages and 
disciplines



Teachers may want to know …

1 
How can optimisation of the four senior secondary (SS) core 
subjects benefit junior form students’ learning?

2 What strategies did teachers deploy to design the RaC 
programme?

3 
What strategies did teachers use in the programme to support 
students’ English learning and enrich their learning experiences?  

4 



Strategies

2. Addressing to the school’s development focuses when 
designing the programme

3. Conducting curriculum mapping between English Language 
and content subjects

1. Using the VASK framework to foster students’ WPD

4. Collaborating with content subject teachers 



1. Using the VASK framework to foster students’ WPD

Developing and strengthening students’ skills

• Listening, speaking, reading and writing skills
• Generic skills

• Self-directed learning (SDL) capabilities 

Nurturing students’ positive values and attitudes 

• Global level
• National level

• Community level
• Individual level

Broadening students’ knowledge base 

Language and non-language subjects



Units 1

Subjects
(KLAs)

English and Technology and 
Living (TL)
(English Language and 
Technology Education)

Themes Personal Health

Topics Food Lab

Content-related
objectives

To choose food carefully

Text types Leaflet/Pamphlet & brochure

Reading strategies 
and other skills

- Previewing (T.H.I.E.V.E.S.)
- Identifying the main idea of 

a paragraph
- Note-taking

Rhetorical functions: - To suggest

Language items Imperatives

Assessment - Designing a leaflet
- Oral presentation

2. Responding to the school’s development focuses when designing 
the programme

School’s framework to develop students’ WPD



S1 RaC Curriculum (2021/22)

Units 1 2 3

Subjects
(KLAs)

English and Technology and 
Living (TL)
(English Language and 
Technology Education)

English and History
(English Language and PHSE)

English and Computer Literacy (CL)
(English Language and Technology 
Education)

Themes Personal Health Four Civilisations Artificial Intelligence

Topics Food Lab Ancient Civilisations Smart Living, Smart City

Content-related
objectives

To choose food carefully To understand the development of 
writing characters in ancient times

To explore technology that makes Hong 
Kong a smart city

Text types Leaflet/Pamphlet & brochure Article and Foreword Blueprint (including infographics)

Reading 
strategies and 
other skills

- Previewing (T.H.I.E.V.E.S.)
- Identifying the main idea of 

a paragraph
- Note-taking

- Skimming and scanning
- Working out the meaning of 

unknown words (I): Definitions and 
affixations

- Plotting a timeline

- Working out the meaning of unknown 
words (II): Compounding

- Listing techniques

Rhetorical 
functions:

- To suggest - To define
- To sequence 

- To introduce goals, objectives or purposes
- To describe things

Language items Imperatives -Simple past tense - to-infinitives and prepositional phrases
- Defining relative clauses 

Assessment - Designing a leaflet
- Oral presentation

- Drawing a timeline
- Learning tasks (e.g. listening tasks)

- Preparing effective PowerPoint
- Oral presentation

Broadening students’ content 
and English subject knowledge

Gist paragraph word

More basic More advanced



S1 RaC Curriculum (2021/22)

Units 1 2 3

Subjects
(KLAs)

English and Technology and 
Living (TL)
(English Language and 
Technology Education)

English and History
(English Language and PHSE)

English and Computer Literacy (CL)
(English Language and Technology 
Education)

Themes Personal Health Four Civilisations Artificial Intelligence

Topics Food Lab Ancient Civilisations Smart Living, Smart City

Content-related
objectives

To choose food carefully To understand the development of 
writing characters in ancient times

To explore technology that makes Hong 
Kong a smart city

Text types Leaflet/Pamphlet & brochure Article and Foreword Blueprint (including infographics)

Reading 
strategies and 
other skills

- Previewing (T.H.I.E.V.E.S.)
- Identifying the main idea of 

a paragraph
- Note-taking

- Skimming and scanning
- Working out the meaning of 

unknown words (I): Definitions and 
affixations

- Plotting a timeline

- Working out the meaning of unknown 
words (II): Compounding

- Listing techniques

Rhetorical 
functions:

- To suggest - To define
- To sequence 

- To introduce goals, objectives or purposes
- To describe things

Language items Imperatives -Simple past tense - to-infinitives and prepositional phrases
- Defining relative clauses 

Assessment - Designing a leaflet
- Oral presentation

- Drawing a timeline
- Learning tasks (e.g. listening tasks)

- Preparing effective PowerPoint
- Oral presentation

Nurturing students’ positive 
values and attitudes

Individual level
To help students build a 
healthy self through 
increasing their awareness of 
food choice 

National and global levels
To enable students to appreciate
cultures through exploring different 
writing systems including our own 
writing characters

Community level
To cultivate students’ care for our 
city through deepening their 
understanding about Hong Kong’s 
technological advancement



S1 RaC Curriculum (2021/22)

Units 1 2 3

Subjects
(KLAs)

English and Technology and 
Living (TL)
(English Language and 
Technology Education)

English and History
(English Language and PHSE)

English and Computer Literacy (CL)
(English Language and Technology 
Education)

Themes Personal Health Four Civilisations Artificial Intelligence

Topics Food Lab Ancient Civilisations Smart Living, Smart City

Content-related
objectives

To choose food carefully To understand the development of 
writing characters in ancient times

To explore technology that makes Hong 
Kong a smart city

Text types Leaflet/Pamphlet & brochure Article and Foreword Blueprint (including infographics)

Reading 
strategies and 
other skills

- Previewing (T.H.I.E.V.E.S.)
- Identifying the main idea of 

a paragraph
- Note-taking

- Skimming and scanning
- Working out the meaning of 

unknown words (I): Definitions and 
affixations

- Plotting a timeline

- Working out the meaning of unknown 
words (II): Compounding

- Listing techniques

Rhetorical 
functions:

- To suggest - To define
- To sequence 

- To introduce goals, objectives or purposes
- To describe things

Language items Imperatives -Simple past tense - to-infinitives and prepositional phrases
- Defining relative clauses 

Assessment - Designing a leaflet
- Oral presentation

- Drawing a timeline
- Learning tasks (e.g. listening tasks)

- Preparing effective PowerPoint
- Oral presentation

Strengthening students’ language skills and generic skills (e.g. 
collaboration and communication skills) and nurturing their 

SDL capabilities through task design 

Developing and strengthening  
students’ various skills 



History

Vocabulary: Words with affixations (e.g. civilisation, 
hieroglyphics)
Language: Simple past tense with expressions of time 
to describe past events (e.g. In about 3200 BC, King 
Menes set up …)
Graphic organiser: Timeline

3. Conducting curriculum mapping between English Language and 
content subjects

a) Identifying students’ learning needs in content subjects

Topic: Human needs: past and present
Making 
reference to the 
learning and 
teaching 
materials used 
in the selected 
content subjects 



Vocabulary: Words with affixations (e.g. 
civilisation, hieroglyphics)
Language: Simple past tense with 
expressions of time to describe past 
events (e.g. In about 3200 BC, King 
Menes set up …)
Graphic organiser: Timeline

Grammar items: Simple past 
tense
Expressions of time: last year 
etc.

3. Conducting curriculum mapping between English Language and 
content subjects

b) Identifying the relevant learning points in English Language

English Language History

Topic: Human needs: past and present

Textbook Unit 3



Vocabulary: Words with affixations 
(e.g. civilisation, hieroglyphics)
Language: Simple past tense with 
expressions of time to describe past 
events (e.g. In about 3200 BC, King 
Menes set up …)
Graphic organiser: Timeline

Language items:
•Prefixes, roots and suffixes
• Simple past tense
Visual representation: 
Timeline to sequence events

English Language 
RaC

3. Conducting curriculum mapping between English Language and 
content subjects

c) Mapping the learning points of English Language with the content subjects

Grammar items: Simple past 
tense
Expressions of time: last year 
etc.

History

Topic: Ancient civilisationsTopic: Human needs: past and 
present

Textbook Unit 3



(1) The reading texts selected (2) The assessment topic

4. Collaborating with content subject teachers 

Seeking content 
subject 
teachers’ advice

https://www.cfs.gov.hk/english/programme/programme_nifl/files/NutriGet5_e.pdf

https://www.cfs.gov.hk/english/programme/programme_nifl/files/NutriGet5_e.pdf


Teachers may want to know …

1 
How can optimisation of the four senior secondary (SS) core 
subjects benefit junior form students’ learning?

2 

3 
What strategies did teachers use in the programme to support 
students’ English learning and enrich their learning experiences?  
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programme?



Strategies

How What Why

1. Using multiple
texts

• Authentic and adapted print 
materials

• Non-print and multimodal texts
• A range of different text types

• To increase students’ exposure to 
text types 

• To enable students to learn both
subject-related knowledge and 
transferrable skills and strategies

2. Diversifying
assessment 
practices

• Group and individual work
• Written and oral tasks
• Learning tasks with different 

complexity levels 
• Producing texts in different forms

• To apply the learnt knowledge and 
skills

• To develop generic skills and 
nurture SDL capabilities  

3. Organising 
outside-the-
classroom 
activities

• Virtual cultural visits 
 Shanghai Museum
 Virtual exhibitions held by CUHK

• To enrich students’ learning 
experience

• To cultivate students’ interest in 
Chinese culture through
exploration, understanding and 
appreciation



Strategies

How What Why

1. Using multiple
texts

• Authentic and adapted print 
materials

• Non-print and multimodal texts
• A range of different text types

• To increase students’ exposure to 
text types 

• To enable students to learn both
subject-related knowledge and 
transferrable skills and strategies

2. Diversifying
assessment 
practices

• Group and individual work
• Written and oral tasks
• Learning tasks with different 

complexity levels 
• Producing texts in different forms

• To apply the learnt knowledge and 
skills

• To develop generic skills and 
nurture SDL capabilities  

3. Organising 
outside-the-
classroom 
activities

• Virtual cultural visits 
 Shanghai Museum
 Virtual exhibitions held by CUHK

• To enrich students’ learning 
experience

• To cultivate students’ interest in 
Chinese culture through
exploration, understanding and 
appreciation

Transferability
Variety



Pamphlets 

https://www.cfs.gov.hk/english/programme/programme_nifl/files/NutriGet5_e.pdf

Unit 1: Food Lab

Text level
Previewing strategy 
to facilitate reading 
of information texts
in content subjects

Text level
Text organisation used in English Language and 
other KLAs

Rhetorical 
function:

To give suggestions, 
advice and 
instructions

Target language 
item: 

Imperatives

https://www.cfs.gov.hk/english/programme/programme_nifl/files/NutriGet5_e.pdf


Brochures Unit 1: Food Lab

Subject knowledge
and vocabulary 
about nutritional 
values

Rhetorical 
function:

To give 
suggestions, advice 
and instructions

Target language 
item: 

Imperatives

An image of a brochure



An adapted written article

Hieroglyphics in ancient Egypt

Unit 2: Ancient Civilisations

A image of the adapted text



An adapted written article

Hieroglyphics in ancient Egypt

Unit 2: Ancient Civilisations

Providing 
steps to 

sequence 
events

Rhetorical function: To sequence

Visual representation: Timeline

Use a timeline to decode a reading text



Unit 2: Ancient Civilisations

Vocabulary level
Prefixes and suffixes commonly used in History and 
other content subjects (e.g. Mathematics)

Oracle-bone inscription (OBI) in ancient China

An adapted foreword from a virtual exhibition

Text level
Practising 
Skimming

Knowledge of Chinese culture
• Definition of OBI
• Significance of OBI
• When OBI was used and 

discovered
• The study of OBI around the 

world

Understand

A image of the adapted foreword



Adapted short text

Print texts and non-print multimodal texts 
Understand

AppreciateExplore

Videos

Knowledge of Chinese culture
OBI as a ritual in Shang Dynasty 
Calligraphy and revival of research on 
OBI between 20th and 21st centuries

Online flipping book

Unit 2: Ancient Civilisations

A image of the adapted 
short text An image of the online 

flipping book

A image of a video used



https://www.smartcity.gov.hk/modules/custom/custom_global_js_css/assets/files/HongKongSmartCityBlueprint(EN).pdf

Authentic government’s blueprint Unit 3: Smart Living, Smart City

Rhetorical 
function:

To describe

Target language 
item: 

Defining 
relative
clauses

Subject-related knowledge and vocabulary

electronic identity

digital identity

authentication

hotspots

https://www.cfs.gov.hk/english/programme/programme_nifl/files/NutriGet5_e.pdf


https://www.smartcity.gov.hk/modules/custom/custom_global_js_css/assets/files/HongKongSmartCityBlueprint(EN).pdf

Infographics Unit 3: Smart Living, Smart City

Rhetorical 
function:

To describe data 
and trends

Target 
language 
item: 

• Adjectives
• Language of

approximation 

Vocabulary level
• Subject-related vocabulary
• Compounding commonly used in 

CL-related texts

https://www.cfs.gov.hk/english/programme/programme_nifl/files/NutriGet5_e.pdf


Strategies

How What Why

1. Using multiple
texts

• Authentic and adapted print 
materials

• Non-print and multimodal texts
• A range of different text types

• To increase students’ exposure to 
text types 

• To enable students to learn both
subject-related knowledge and 
transferrable skills and strategies

2. Diversifying
assessment 
practices

• Group and individual work
• Written and oral tasks
• Learning tasks with different 

complexity levels 
• Producing texts in different forms

• To apply the learnt knowledge and 
skills

• To develop generic skills and 
nurture SDL capabilities  

3. Organising 
outside-the-
classroom 
activities

• Virtual cultural visits 
 Shanghai Museum
 Virtual exhibitions held by CUHK

• To enrich students’ learning 
experience

• To cultivate students’ interest in 
Chinese culture through
exploration, understanding and 
appreciation

How to assess What to assess Who to assess When to assess

• At the end of each unit
• Upon completion of the programme



Content subject 
knowledge

Language item

Group written work: designing a leaflet

Group oral 
presentation

A TL teacher giving feedback –
fostering interdisciplinary 
collaboration

What to assess

Spelling out the task 
requirements clearly

Unit 1:Food Lab

• Assessment for learning
• Giving timely feedback

A photo of a teacher giving 
feedback 

Who to assess



Easier task
More challenging task

Translating a Chinese heptasyllabic 
couplet in OBI to English

What to assess

Accuracy of 
meaning

Poetic features

Individual learning tasks Unit 2: Ancient Civilisations

Tasks with different complexity levels

Listening task

An image 

of a video

An image of a 
Chinese 
couplet



.To apply research skills,
learnt language skills
(e.g. reading strategies, 
simple past tense)

Guiding students to 
complete the task 

step-by-step

Unit 2: Ancient Civilisations

Development of French 
(unedited student work)

Individual written work: drawing a timeline

An image of student work



Preparing effective PowerPoint and oral presentation Unit 3: Smart Living, Smart City 

What to assess

Descriptors and teachers’ written 
feedback for speaking assessment

Assessment for learning

Descriptions/problems

Suggestions



• Evaluating own 
learning in the RaC 
programme;

• Reflecting on what 
was done well;

• Identifying the 
areas of 
improvements; 
and

• Planning the 
follow-up action

Who to assess

What to assess Assessment as learningIndividual work: self-reflection

To nurture students as a 
reflective learner

An image of a student’s 
reflection form



Strategies

How What Why

1. Using multiple
texts

• Authentic and adapted print 
materials

• Non-print and multimodal texts
• A range of different text types

• To increase students’ exposure to 
text types 

• To enable students to learn both
subject-related knowledge and 
transferrable skills and strategies

2. Diversifying
assessment 
practices

• Group and individual work
• Written and oral tasks
• Learning tasks with different 

complexity levels 
• Producing texts in different forms

• To apply the learnt knowledge and 
skills

• To develop generic skills and 
nurture SDL capabilities  

3. Organising 
outside-the-
classroom 
activities

• Virtual cultural visits 
 Shanghai Museum
 Virtual exhibitions held by CUHK

• To enrich students’ learning 
experience

• To cultivate students’ interest in 
Chinese culture through
exploration, understanding and 
appreciation



Arranging virtual cultural visits

Visiting Shanghai Museum through a multimodal text

Understand

AppreciateExplore

Knowledge of Chinese culture
• OBI as a belief/ritual and an art form
• Profound impact (e.g. reading history through OBI, 

history created through writing)

Images of the video used



https://roundme.com/embed/yp8kMepM6tDN9xc0JIuD

Chinese art form 

AppreciateExplore

Visiting CUHK’s virtual exhibition

Arranging virtual cultural visits

Different display rooms

An exhibit

Calligraphic works and 
Chinese couplets

Biographies 
of scholars

Images of the virtual exhibition



Follow-up learning tasks

Self-reflectionA listening task: extracting information

After virtually visiting Shanghai Museum After visiting CUHK’s virtual exhibition

An image of student work An image of student work



Learning outcomes



Usefulness of timelines: 
organising historical events 
tidily and conveniently

Usefulness of 
T.H.I.E.V.E.S: 
saving time in 
exams

 As revealed by students’ self-reflections, about three-quarters reported they tried 
to apply what was learnt in the RaC programme (e.g. reading skills) in content 
subjects.

Knowledge and skills

An image of 
student work

An image of student work



Content subject knowledge

Imperatives 
to give 
instructions 

Defining relative clauses to 
describe things

Imperatives to give suggestions  

Images of student work



Translating a Chinese heptasyllabic couplet 
written in OBI to English

Creative use of language
• alliteration
• slant rhyme

• personification

Knowledge of KLAs required:
• Chinese Language
• English Language

An image of student work
An image of a 

Chinese 
couplet



Students taking the initiative to make videos to 
learn more about a Chinese couplet

A Chinese teacher 
explaining the meaning
and parallel structure of 
a Chinese couplet in OBI

UnderstandExplore

A photo of a student interviewing 
a Chinese teacher

An image of a 
Chinese 
couplet



I also found the words engraved on the bones 
interesting as they’re elegant. Aesthetics

Positive values and attitudes

It might be because the scholar wanted to keep 
traditions, and he thought OBI shouldn’t die 
out. Preservation

I leant that the inscription or the bones are 
actually Chinese characters, and we can learn a 
lot about the past. Chinese history

Images of student work



Takeaway points and 
way forward



Takeaway points

Curriculum level
• Using VASK framework to foster students’ WPD
• Addressing the school’s development focuses in curriculum design 
• Conducting curriculum mapping between English Language and content subjects
• Collaborating with content subject teachers

Learning and teaching level
• Using a range of texts and designing tasks with different complexity levels
• Arranging outside-the-classroom activities to and enrich their learning 

experiences

School level
• Taking the opportunity to optimise the school’s junior form curriculum for 

smoothening the interface between KS3 and KS4



Way forward

English Language TL/ History/CL

End Task

S1 RaC Programme

From…

Taking the lead Providing advice 



TL History English CL

End task (e.g. a theme-based project)

S1 RaC Programme

Others 
(e.g. Geography, 

Visual Arts, Science)

Way forwardTo …

Interdisciplinary collaboration



Thank you!


