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Project learning is being adopted by many Hong Kong schools because it promotes independent thinking
outside the classroom, but experts say the objectives have to be clearly defined, writes Amanda Watson

An alternative
approach for
a new century

1HES WAS THE FIRST time we've
really learned how 1o co-operate
and help each other, We aiso leamt
alot about how to get information.
{twas so different from what we do
in the classroom. Much more fun."

Leung Pak-hong is smiling as he
ralks about the recent wip to Yun-
nanhe and four schoolmates made
to study the culture of the area.
Work included interviews and
questionnaires.

1tis a typical profect for children
at Po Leung Kuk 1983 Board of Di-
rectors College, o welcome depar-
ture from normal lessons. The col-
lege was one of the fizst in Hong
Kong to introduce project
group work that can encompass
just about any part of the curricu-
lum, and which is now being
adopted by local schools.

It lsl\ceyplmkn[themvem
ment's education reforms, begin-
ning at primary level and ending
with liberal studies at senior sec-
ondary. Its intention is mmnudy
namic workers for

Cinema” ~ involving mapping the
layout of a cinema and using Eng-

Day Trip in Hong Kong for Your
Family”, “Study o; a Popular West-
em Bmdlsmger “The Best Food
Court” or “Rust Meth-

“one-off profects” which he felt
were irrelevant. Also, he wanted ©
see follow-up projects to find out
‘whether students changed their
ideas. “One or two projects would
be OK, butI'm opposed o so many.
Jso be more ofa cen-

«ds at Home and in School”.

Project iearning, whatever the
subject, has been embraced ar-
dmtly by principal Hui Wing-ho.

tudents are mastering the gener-
tcskills of lnmmgmmuw this,” he
said "Theyleam
formation and o
is a whole new set of learning skills
for the modem world.”

The school became z project
pioneer when previous pnnclpd
{saac Tse Pak-hoi was a member of
an EMB advisory commitiee on the
subject and acted quickly to start it
within his own school in 1995.

One of the main advantages the
school has found, according to Mr
Hui, is thar it significantly contrib-
utes to 2 higher st of jeam-

hap-
py to work in teams and uble 1o
solve complex

ing. when theyjoin
this school that they must spend a
amount of time on re-

and it has many virtues for students
and educators.

“Learning in the new century
has changed.” said one of the col-
lege's teachers, Tong Wun-leung.
“The oid way swas just to¢ boring.
Projects mean the students be-
come mote self-motivated. We
support them. but it is up t© them
how they do the project. Not all
teachers are expert in everything,
so you become a facilitator. You
leam the subject in a different way
yoursell. Your role has changed.”

Topics on offer ar the school
illustrate the diversity of project
tearning. Following Education and
Manpower Bureau (EMB} guide-

Tines, they might include At the

sesrch. No matter how low the
standards of individual students
are, year leam & new set
of learning skills which will help
them to survive in 3 new world,”
Teachers benefited from the
it ran

pens eyes.
ers usually think of specialising
only in their subject. Now those
boundaries have changed. Proj

learning is mulﬁ»di!cipunny‘ Ir's
dull to do the same lessons every
day. and projects gi\-e teachers a
change of atmosphere.”

But not all teachers are so en-
thusiastic. Po Leung Kuk teacher
Lamn Pui-wing said he did not like

mal theme o them.” he said.
Students should havea clearun-
derstanding of what were do-
ing. "They need more basic skills
for that. And they need to learn to
Tespect and understand other cul-
tures. I wish they could open up
and look beyond Asia,” he said.
Chris Wardlaw, deputy secre-
tary for education and manpower,
said projects had 1o be clufully
planned if they were to resuh in

effective learning. Much work was
being done within the EMB to give
a structure to the project leamlng
concept. * 1earning objectives

have to be clear. They have to in-

Philtips, educadonalist and author.
who was an-kmgl(ongrecmuym
extol the virtues of project leaming
through a series o( \vorlwhops for
the ELT Network, a group setup by
the British Couneil just wer-yur
ago to promote pro! devel-
opment and an m:tunge of ideas
among SAR teachers.

Dr ps is co- -author of 2 new
Oxford Unlversiw Presy book,
Pnzlecu for Young Learners, written.

Burwood snd Helen
Dunford, which covers planning.
organising and carrying out pro-
jects for lenrners aged between five
and 13, The book combines Jan-
guage development with activities
that challenge young leamers and
moﬁvnw them to be independent.
‘The teacher's cole in ull this ix

10 pl

i s e eaming ot

HELPING HAND: Teacher Jnsku Cheung Wing-yee l-m 1983 Board of Director’s Coum pupiis volunteering to serve the elderty. Photo: Edward Wang

comes, co-ardinating and encour-
aging the children and assessing
the work of the group and individ-
uals.” .

For those looking at s
successful project. the answer lay
in basing it on topics chik!unwrm
interested in and involved them
much as possible so that the'lrkhu
and Interests were included, she
added. The was that good
projects should be short and sim-
ple but with an “en-{ pmduct that
children could

The end pmdutl hns got 10

's input - it’s not

the mdm teiling them what to do
for a change. And it should inte-
grate skills: reading, writing, speak-

To an sudience of sostly local
{Keachennmnwomln,DrPhﬂ-

ing a short project to start with,
in paraliel with the work

approac| English
pm ofa nenl sducation.
sh has got to be about

something You can't talk sbout
Ianguage skills in & vacuum. [t's got
to have content. And why not use
content which links in with ;o:n
the children are in thelr
other classes at scleht::l?ﬁzl.

She said a project was some-

g that most teschers coukd in-
corporate into the normal syllabus,
usually based on a course book.

m th
Th

always think about their own
marks. Hong Kong has been very
didactic, (eacher-csnued. and

lzamn new ways of jearning and to
teachers their under-
standing was behind the EMB's

promotion of project learning as
one of its leyu for the new Y

century, acco to Stephen
Yam-wing, EMB chief curriculum
development officer (life-wide

"Wevﬁmuohelp teachers real-
ive there are other ways of teaching,
and this way encourages students

“Hong Kong has been very didactic,

ing, listening.” said Dr Phillips, a
teaches f Englsh foc 25 years, wha teacher-centred, and heavily content-
wsalsoa rer e -
versity and an Smpecler for the based. So pro,lcd lnﬂ“"’ is very
British Council in Bril i ”

ish in Britan, aking important, we feel, in changing that
the chil awate of what they've Stephen Yip Yam-wing
achieved, what they're doing, so Education and Manpower Bureau
that It's notjust another page in the
course book going on and o, week
after week, year after year, There's 1 wouldn't advo-  to their
going 10 be a point at which chil-  cate that Lhey ditch the course  own leaming process. it's about
dren can look back at what uwy‘ve book. ditch the and make  trying to motivate them, and let
done and list their ach their 1l both llatx
terms of what they've pmduced n!pm)ecu, That's uldn;wo much .
and the language they've of teachers, wha don't have nthe face of & chan;

“That goes afong very rnuch time to make sure all the: isbe-  soclety and growing knowls -
with the new 1deu of portfolic as-  ing done based around project based economy, students
sessment, he children and  work” (o leamn how ta learn and where to
zhexmheseanwﬂmnlﬁstof(he Instead, it was possible 10 spply  Bnd information, and how 1o wotk

that the of @ project and ry . he added.
mhuwpmudmmepmpa ‘wherever possible to link it to the “In Hong Kong where there is &
that they have something to  work teachers were doing from a  strong assessment culture. stu-

show as evidence.” she said. course book. That might mean do-  dents are very individualistic and

INDEPENDENT THINKING:
Students of Po Leung Kuk 1983

man, Wong Men-wai and
Ka-hel. Phote: Edward Wong

heavily based. So project
leamning is ver/ xmpomm, we leel,
in changing that

He said &ha( projects could not
be started at Primary One or Two
stage, adding: “But you can break it
dowmn into small pieces, perhaps
pair learning, or teach how to
present data in, say, bar charts
These are very basic building
blocks. But we advise owr
schools not to go in haste, not o
bombard sudents with a project
with no support.”

By junior secondary, students
knew how te find lots of informa-
tion. The problem was thet 1)
wanted to cover the whole wordd.
s m“?lwmlmyhmzmm

rmation kit know to
selectthe ﬁ@ﬂmm-don 10bulld
up their arguments,” he said.

in the new senior secondary
curriculum, liberal studies focused
on how to make an mqu espe-

a cross-subject ane.

“Teachers are finding their best
projects are cross-cumicula, lnd
we'd like to see more of that,”

Yip said.

“it’s alt about leaming commu-
niges, s0 teachers are very much
involved and they leam in the
cess (0o, They learn about
ual Jeaming styles, new inforraa-
ton and. best of all, chey are seart-
ing to talk 1o other departments
within and outside their schoois to
collaborate, because they need to
know more.”
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BEHCOLS AND TAMILIES

Flea Market; German Swiss Internationat School.

Covered Dllyqﬂmnd, Tomarrow, 1lam-2pm.
Seminar Serles: by Earty Yaars

Netwark. On chitdren's discipline and
Todsy and next Saturday,

Starles

Double Building, 22 Stanley Street, Contral,
Presentation naxt Ssturday, 10am-1.

Sesslons, F
19801 Tal Valwndn Yah 27"

behaviour.
1.20pm-4.30pm. Tet 2982 s181
or visit www.Early-Years-Notwork.com
Can Yeachs by children's iteratuce specialist
Diane Frankenstein, Pro-Active Learning Ltd, Suite 802,

Professor Steve

£.30pm-9.30pm, for five weeks, ESU members, students
$1,000; others $1.200. Tel 2184 8449 or e-mail:
Qn«\ng-lm £om

~ Financial Strategies for Non-
MR&M Ivay School of Business.

Tet

. Thursday snd Fi
Kennig Fung at 2135 2255 e-mail; kl\mq@n:gy.ycom hk

orv-sawwwmycomhk

Graduste

MBA information Seminar ~ HK Polyt:
School of Business (GS8 Rm NOOTL. On campus, next

Saturday, Februsry 25, 2.30pm-4pm., Tel 2766 7087.
‘ebruary 28-| Mnr:h 2‘ 10.308m-12.30pm SXHIZITIONS AND STHER SVENTS

2prm ($1501
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