“Impact of Life-wide Learning (LWL) Evaluation”
Interview Sudy (A supplement to the quantitative survey)

Objectives

1) To triangulate the findings of the quantitative survey of the “Impact of the LWL
Evaluation”

2) To pursue supplementary details of the LWL impact on student’s learning

Research Questions

The questions below are for further investigation after the quantitative survey
conducted in Nov 2004. The research questions of the prior survey arein the Annex 1 for
reference.

1) Why students feel impressive and how they learn in LWL experiences?

2) Would there be any impact of LWL/ECA on students' value systems? How values could
be nurtured through LWL activities?

3) Why does female perform better than male significantly in the three areas (Attitude
towards learning, Self-concept and Attitude towards schools) in the stage of primary
education? Could we see the gender difference in the LWL/ECA’s participation and
preference? Why and in what way does this differentiation happen esp. in prim?

4) In genera, P4 students perform better than P5 and S1 students perform better than S2.
Why doesit happen? Isit ageneral principle? How could a school show their
improvement when using APASO in these two levels? Could we see the level difference
in the LWL/ECA's participation and preference?

5) At secondary level, participation in Community Service shows the strongest
relationship with Leadership. Isit commonly true? Why?

Method

A) Focus group interviews
An hour semi-structure focus group interviews (11 interviews totally) with the students
of each participant school were conducted. (See the Annex 2 for the questions)

B) Sampling Criteria

1) Six toten students (P4 & 5 or S1 & S2) with mixed academic abilities were selected by
the school for the interview. (83 students totally)

2) Equal number of students at different levels

3) Equal number of students of different gender

4) School LWL activity documents provided by teachers



C) The eleven participant schools:
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Canossa Primary School (Sun Po Kung) (@‘g,ﬁ%]%’@

Kwong Ming School (PM) (54 )

Baptist Rainbow Primary School (i)

SRBCOEPSA Lee Yat Ngok Memoria School (% — ﬁ%‘)

The Salvation Army Ann Wyllie Memorial Primary School (PM) (& ZE)
The Salvation Army Tin KaPing Primary School (' 15%)

S.K.H. Lui Ming Choi Memorial Primary School (ﬁﬂfji)

Lok Sin Tong Leung Kau Kui Primary School (ﬁ*%ﬂi}ﬁ)

Hon Wah Middle School (j&:=")

10. Ling Liang Church M H Lau Secondary School (Z#4§™)
11. Po Kok Secondary School (#7%)

Findings

Student interviewees those are selected by the mentioned criteria are widely exposed
to Life-wide Learning (LWL) activities. They regard that learning through activities has
positive impact on them and could be assessed with recognition. The responses give strong
support on the findings of the quantitative survey, which claims that LWL experiences have
very positive impact on most variablesin the four Affective and Social outcomes' of

students.

Q1) Why students feel impressive and how they learn in LWL experiences?
A. Studentstell why they feel impressive in LWL experiences
a. Feeling special
Student may feel special in any “First-time Experience”. The “First-time

Experience” could be happened either by “Entering into anew place”, “Meeting

with new People”, or even “Undergoing a novel event”. It could help studentsto
retain the learning in their memory effectively.
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! The four Affective and Social Outcomes are:
(Secondary students) Attitudes towards Learning, Self-concept, Attitudes towards School, L eadership
(Primary students) Attitudes towards L earning, Self-concept, Attitudes towards School, Problem solving
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b. Having fun
When students play with purpose, they are also learning. Having a fun experience
could really help them learn more effectively and the experienceis easily
imprinted on their memory.
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c. Tasting success, failure, anxiety or even boredom
Both positive feeling, such as tasting success, and negative mood, such as feeling
failure, anxiety or even boredom could also produce impressive experience.
However, positive feeling could motivate students the drive of learning in future.
On the contrary, negative feeling may defeat the learning intention in upcoming
opportunities. Teachers should take very careful attention so that students could
be comforted and encouraged when they come across negative experiences, e.g.
loss in a competition.
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d. Building harmony relationship with others
Undoubtedly, LWL activities often involve more collaboration among peers and
adults, than classroom learning and students are more likely to learn to collaborate
more effectively and to experiment new inter-personal roles/ styles/ modesin
trust-abundant environments.
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More learning opportunities

People are born to learn. And also, students hope to choose what they want to
learn if more learning opportunities are provided.
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B. Students tell how they learn in LWL experiences

a.

Different perspectives
LWL experience provides students learning in areal context. It is certainly more
complicated when comparing with learning inside a classroom. It provides
students opportunities and to think, to view from different perspectiveson a
matter. This challenge hel ps students broaden their mind and acquire deep
learning impact.
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b. Through application by doing
Through application, students could really apply what they have learned. It
would consolidate their previous learning. On the other hand, hands-on
experience always enhances the learning effectiveness.
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c. Peer influence or learning from each other
In adolescent stage, peer pressure is always one of the crucial elementsin
molding the behaviors of a student. In a LWL experience, when collaborative
learning is advocated, peer influence at same level or across levels would have a
big impact on student learning. Students also learn alot not only knowledge
from others.
- MCFERPL ) BTN SRR, - (LA IR B TR
BERLFET = IR gyl 1= &7 > T PR o (FUEET)
- s J[H.ﬁlp UEET 3”’% 7?//«‘9?’75‘//[/‘/);: eE i B EE /7;,,//;y/‘c (.
%)

d. Experiences plusteachers reminder
Learning explicitly could help learning become more obvious and effective.
Teachers reminder of the objectives during the process could definitely help
students to recall what they are going to learn as sometimes they may forget the
learning goals and can’t see the reasons of |earning behind.
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e. Simulate the Motivation to learn
Learning motivation could easily be stimulate by any LWL experience since the
opportunity broadens the view of a student in awider learning context.
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Q2) Would there be any impact of LWL/ECA on students’ value systems? How values
could be nurtured through LWL activities?
A. Studentstell theimpact of LWL on their value systems

Apart from learning in the classrooms, students are able to acquire their
knowledge through various LWL activities under different settings. They
apprehend what values and attitudes that are well received in society as being a
recognized individual (refers to the quotesin the below part). It isa pity that not
all teachers could have taken up such an opportunity to enlighten or consolidate
their students’ thinking, which, has been on the right track. However, teachers
usually fail to let their students know the behind rationales of conducting LWL
activities, students are unabl e to seize the opportunity to reflect on their value
system during the LWL process.

In addition, LWL activities have strong effects on students’ emotion,
feelings and even attitudes towards learning. Through such activities, students are
capable of acquiring the techniques in handling their tensed emotion so that
effective communicating and cooperating with their classmates will happen. They
are proud of having preserved such acquired experiences with their
self-confidence being further enhanced.
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B. Studentstell the ways that positive values are nurtured through LWL
a. The power of authentic situation
Learning in areal context, meeting with an authentic situation might give a
shock to students. No matter the scene is beautiful, great or contrary revolting;
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the direct experience regardless of enjoyable or suffering, it could possibly
create an impact on students’ existing value system.
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b. Understand the meaning behind the activity
If the teacher could play arole as a mediator and let the participating students
know the meaning behind the LWL activity, the positive values would easily
be nurtured through LWL experience. Relevance to the classroom learning
could be akind of mediation of the experience.
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Q3) Why does femal e perform better than male significantly in the three areas (Attitude
towards learning, Self-concept and Attitude towards schools) in the stage of primary
education? Could we see the gender difference in the LWL/ECA'’s participation and
preference? Why and in what way does this differentiation happen esp. in prim?

The responses of the students were very diverse and did not clearly describe the
differences between male and female students. It could be due to gender bias. Some
responses mainly attributed to their characters and ability, which vary from one to
another. However, it is speculative to draw this conclusion so far.
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Q4) Ingenera, P4 students perform better than P5 and S1 students perform better than S2.
Why doesit happen? Isit ageneral principle? How could a school show their
improvement when using APASO in these two levels? Could we see the level
difference in the LWL/ECA's participation and preference?

Similar to Q3, the responses were very diverse and could not make a clear
conclusion. However, we may see some phenomena that exist, which are perceived
by students' point of view.

A. (Prim.) Both the level of mental maturity and the pressure from examination are
factors leading to the differences in learning and attitudes of P4 & 5 students.
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B. (Prim.) Teacher’s classroom management skill could also be a factor
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C. (Sec.) Mgority of the F.1 and 2 students regard the differencesin learning and
attitudes arise from their anxiety of learning in a new environment, their concern
towards the new schools, stress from assignment and their individual learning

experiences.
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Q5) At the secondary level, participation in Community Service shows the strongest
relationship with Leadership. Isit commonly true? Why?
Commitment in community services seemsto have positive impact on students
learning experiences.
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However, after summing up the responses from students, the causal correlation
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Q6)

between leadership and learning through community service is dynamics and not
clear to make a conclusion. Some of the students with quality leadership may actively
take part in community services. There are reasonabl e speculations about the causal
relationship between these two variables and further investigation is recommended in
future.
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Other findings
A. Poverty effect on LWL participation
a. According to students' subjective perception, only very few students cannot
participate in LWL activities owing to the difficulty in payment of the fees
charged.
b. Some students are aware of the different sources of assistance that could help
students of financial difficulties take part in organized activities.

B. The features of Project learning perceived by students
Students consider project learning effective (mainly in knowledge and
technigue acquisition). Project learning brings about the enlightenment on
cooperation at work through sharing of the assigned tasks. Learning in areal
context enabl e the students to have a vivid impression of the work and experience
the possible stressiit brings as well. This process facilitates effective learning.

a. Cooperation skills, communication skills and leadership empowerment
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b. Relevanceto daily life
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C. M ore creation and space
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d. Helpsto increase memory ability
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e. Ownership and satisfaction in learning
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Conclusion

The case study not only triangulates and supplements the findings of the quantitative
survey of the “Impact of the LWL Evauation”, but also discloses more details on what
students learn in LWL experiences. In addition, it tells how students learn in those LWL
opportunities. Last but not the least, students also voice out that they need sufficient
choicesin selecting their preferred LWL activities.
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