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Checklist on Writing Personal Statement/Self Account/Admission

Essay by Student

After your complete the self-account or essay, use the following checklist to review your work.
Though you can express your ideas with creative styles and means of expression, the general advice
may help eliminating common problems or errors from your work.

A.

[T &I Hin min

LOOd

About the Content
Specific question from the institute (if any) answered
The essay is personal —about YOU
Examples and evidences given for each point
Examples are personal and concrete
The introduction is personal, with a clear image about you and what you do
Demonstrate some research and understanding of the named tertiary institute, discipline, or
programme

About the Structure
Each paragraph, including the introduction (if any), have a clear idea
Each point/idea is validly supported by at least a piece of evidence
Each paragraph of the main body contains roughly the same length

About the Presentation
No cutesiness (i.e. following some standard recipe of writing)
Write in a positive, optimistic and energetic tone
No excuses made on your failures and challenges
Sentences used vary in length and structure
Active voice used, and unnecessary passive voice deleted
Use more verbs that illustrate your actions
Do not overuse adjectives and adverbs (a list of adjectives like “communicative”, “honest”,
“hardworking”, “enthusiastic”...without evidences from real-life experiences and actions)
Use a variety of vocabularies but NOT sound like a thesaurus
Names and abbreviations of activities, achievements or posts checked and correctly presented
You also find the self-account or essay interesting
The self-account ends with a last sentence that gives a sense of completeness
Grammar and spelling checked:
Subject-verb agreement
Use of pronouns
Punctuations
Tense consistency
Appropriate transitions

© EDB Chapter 4 -- 2
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D. About the

Parallel
Construction

Subject-verb
Agreement

Sentence
Fragment

Pronouns
Tenses

Word choice

Preposition
| Article

© EDB

Language

Example

1. We seldom get much
experience of practical work, field
study and design experiments
on our awn. (E.g. 5)

1. Ilove singing although
practices is as time-
consuming as any academic
work. (E.g. 8)

2. | believe that not every
question have a definite
answer. (E.g. 2)

. An idealist that success of
a personis not a

measurement of his wealth ...

(E.g.1)

‘2. | have joined the School

Ambassador for two years
which is expected to tend the
guests who visit my school.
(E.g. 6)

1. So the logical thinking of
mine has been developed.

~ (Eg.9) _

1. Since then, | develop a

curiosity in things and public

issues happening around me.

(Eg.2)

I have joined many outer

school competitions. (E.g.

9)

2. | know there have many
volunteers do better then me.
(E.g. 23)

1. Itis my first time to approach

science and discover my

interest of science. (E.g. 6)

Effort paid in Mathematics

would in return contribute

every aspect of science. (E.g.

8)

-
.

1. The new millennium would
still be the century of science
development. (E.g. 8)

2. We have limited chances to
interact with our nature
environment. (E.g. 5)

1. | aspire to explore the world

1. The new millennium would

Revised version

1. We seldom get much
experience of practical work, field
study and designing
experiments on our own. (E.g. 5)
1. | love singing although
practices are as time-
consuming as any academic
work. (E.g. 8)
2. | believe that not every
question has a definite
answer. (E.g. 2)
An idealist that believes
success of a person is not a
measurement of his wealth ...

(Eg. 1)

O

O

2. | have joined the School

Ambassador Scheme for
two years which helps guests
visit my school. (E.g. 6)

1. So my logical thinking has
been developed. (E.g. 9)

1. Since then, | have
developed a curiosity in
things and public issues
happening around me. (Eg.2)

1. | have joined many
competitions outside. (E.g.
9)

2. | know there are many
volunteers who do better
than me. (E.g. 23)

1. ltis my first time to approach
science and discover my
interest in science. (E.g. 6)

2. Effort paid in Mathematics
would in return contribute to
every aspect of science. (E.g.
8)

O

0

O]
still be the century of

scientific development.
(E.g. 8)

2. We have limited chances to
interact with our natural
environment. (E.g. 5)

1. | aspire to explore the world

O
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Types of Example Revised version Checking

Error Result

JUITI 1. Enjoying eachlessonof 1. Enjoying eachlessonof [
Active - integrated science, | filled integrated science, | was
structure ~ with confidence in performing  filled with confidence in 1 |
well in my first science form performing well in my first
test. (E.g. 6) - science form test. (E.g. 6) 4
E. An Reviewer Feedback Form

Name of Reviewer: Date of Review:

Is the story unique to the
writer? Which parts of the
writing impress and interest
you most?

Which parts of the writing you
find boring and amendments
would be recommended to}
make it a better piece?

Think of THREE adjectives to
describe the writer.

If there is a life theme
connecting various experiences
of the writer, what is it?

Describe the key message from
the writer in no more than two
sentences.

Major Strengths of the essay

Areas of Improvement
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Preparing for the Student Learning Profile

(from Career Mapping, used with permission)

Career development is a life-long process and your plans will probably
change as you gather more information. Exploring careers does not
mean that decisions have to be made and set in stone, but they should
be informed decisions/choices —i.e., decisions based on concrete and
realistic information.

A career portfolio is a collection of your academic and career-related
experiences (including career interest assessments, work-related
experiences) and personal achievements in academic aspect and Other
Learning Experiences (including voluntary services and various extra-
curricular activities). These kinds of information are what you probably
need in future.

© EDB Chapter4 -- 5
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4

My Career Profile (Individual Student Planning Portfolio Summary)
Refer to Career Mapping to complete the following SUMMARY OF PORTFOLIO.

Background Information

Mame: Date:
MName of School:

My Key Learning Styles and Strategies

My Holland Code: Results of other interest/aptitude [career assessments:
(if any)
| Three most interested activities (academic or non-
academic):
Three most interested further study//training Three most interested occupations related to my
programmes refated to my Holland Code Holland Code:

My career values (e.g. meaningful, highly rewarding): My goals on personal development:

‘

e ——— e ———
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KEY Other Learning Experiences that you may include in the Self

Account/Personal Statement/Admission Essay
(Moral and Civic Education, Career-related Experiences, Physical Development, Aesthetic Development,
Community Service)

@ Order can be based on importance, time sequence, or category of learning (choose the one that suits
you best)

Certificate/
Awards/
Achievement

What have you learnt?
(or ‘experience gained’?)

Name of Activity or

Components of OLE | Role to pla
Programme or Award P =

e —
© EDB Chapter 4 -- 7
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Career Planner

My further study/training goals My career goals
Primary goal: Primary goal:
Secondary goal: Secondary goal:
Contingency plan: Contingency plan:

My interests, skills and knowledge supporting my Additional skills and knowledge | need to support my
goals: goals:

e —
© EDB Chapter 4 -- 8



Preparing Students for Successful Transition in the New Academic Structure 6‘%

Writing Personal Statements with Reflections on Lived
Experiences

General Comments from university admission officers:

From Admission Officer 3:

Knowledge about Faculty/ School/ Programme: Students have to show their
sincerity by showcasing their knowledge about the Faculty/ School/ Programme that
they are applying for. However, students should refrain from flattering the readers by
exaggerating the accomplishments made by the Faculty/ School/ Programme.

Background which nurtures his/her interest in a specific programme/ area: It is
desirable for students to present a reasonable background which results in their
interest in a specific programme/ area, e.g. | worked as an intern in a business
company last year and since then | have discovered my interest in business.

Reasons for choosing a certain university (a specific programme) amongst other
programmes: By telling their stories, the applicants are also able to unroll their deeper
knowledge about the programme. e.g. | want to study BBA program of a specific
university because | am attracted by its focus on corporate social responsibility as well
as the plentiful value-added opportunities. By joining BBA of that specific university, it
is certain that | can develop myself as an ethical business leader.

Samples carefully and systematically written: The attached samples are carefully
and systematically written. In addition, a faculty member responded that students may
consider writing the self-introduction in both English and Chinese to suit

the expectations by various programmes.

From Admission Officer 4:

In general, in a personal statement, we try to find out something about the applicant's
personality, aspirations, and motivation/suitability for the program applied. A good
essay should tell a story and have a clear focus, reveal passion and expose personality,
show creativity and independent thinking so that after reading, a unique impression
about the applicant is formed. We do also form an impression of an applicant by
looking at whether there're careless errors and traits of sloppiness in the writing.

© EDB Chapter4-- 9



Preparing Students for Successful Transition in the New Academic Structure @é

A Reflective Account about “WHO AM 1?”
Example 1

lam...

A young adult with blossom of novel ideas about how a campaign or activity can be launched unlike what it
was done before.

An activator among my peers so that we work as a team to accomplish goals in our study and voluntary
works with a passion and thrust.

An athlete who endures the 1500-meter run every year in the school sports campaign, despite the fact that
he had never been among the top 20 of the winner list.

A book lover who has wide reading interest, from Chinese novels to popular readers on economics.

An optimist who believes that failures he encounters occasionally in study, and most recently, in the inter-
school finance competition, provide an opportunity to learn from mistakes and gain new strength in
knowledge and generic skills.

A teacher who cares about the progress made by his student — his younger brother who needs coaching and
a little push on his primary Mathematics.

A friend of the group of elderly who he delivers an one-and-a-half hour “Basic Computer Literacy” every
week in joint school-NGO school for the elderly.

A choir member who enjoys every practice he has with the other 100 concerted voices.

A dreamer who envisions my learning in university business school will prepare me for the challenging career
beyond Hong Kong.

A critic of unethical business practices that widen the gap between the rich and the poor in China and Hong
Kong.

An idealist that success of a person is not a measurement of his wealth but how the professional capacity
can promote the betterment of community and the needy through fair trade and involvement in community
services.

lam...
Simon Wong who has experienced a rewarding secondary school life and is looking forward to new
challenges in university.

Comment:
Admission officer 1: An interesting presentation can certainly impress the Admission
Officers.

Admission Officer 2:
Thisis an interesting self account presented in 3" person which presents the achievements
and participation of the student in different roles. The account is creative and projects the

© EDBL Chapter 4 -- 10
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dynamic and self-reflective character of the student. The account is supported with relevant '
details, and hence quite convincing.

Admission Officer 4:
The Example is basically alright, but contents could be made more precise and concise.

Connecting Live Experiences to Education Goals

On Social Science
Example 2

| love raising questions. How do we live in our society? How do we behave under the current social system? |
Why traditional culture is important to our modern life? These are the questions | have always asked and |
really enjoy finding out their answers. That’s why | am interested in Social Science and Sociology as well as its
rigorous and systemic way of studying the society.

| believe that not every question have a definite answer, especially those related to ethics, politics and
human behaviour. | have experienced this through participating in debates. Being a member of the Chinese
Debating Team, | have learnt how to collect useful information, how to analyze data, and in what way |
should present my materials and how they can be made persuasively. More importantly, | have been trained
to think systemically and respond logically. | am sure all these experience would be very helpful for being a
Social Science student.

As a sociable and active student, | enjoy dealing with people. | really think there is somehow a specialty of
knowledge about interactions with people. Perhaps communication is the key factor. Being elected by my
schoolmates as a member of the Student Union, | got a lot of chances to get along with different people by
taking up the role as External Vice Chairperson. According to my experience, arguments were from time to
time unavoidable when we conducted planning of various activities, but a good communication skill had
often helped us to come to a conclusion smoothly because it allowed sharing of ideas possible. I've also
learnt how to cooperate with others. Human beings is a group of connected individuals, we can never live on
our own.

Among various services in school, being the Chairperson of the Junior Police Call is a role | treasure most.
Though | was only a junior form student then, | got a lot of exposure about the Police Force and the crime
situation in Hong Kong. It was also the first time for me to realize my responsibility as a citizen. Since then, |
develop a curiosity in things and public issues happening around me. The government, political groups,
economy and the people’s livelihood are all areas of interest. | observe people from different cultures, | try
to understand why they do and the reason behind their actions and culture. These experiences attract me
further towards the field of Social Science.

With all these activities | have participated, | am now becoming more independent and mature. | am able to
make decisions in critical time and work effectively Moreover, | have acquired a valuable leadership skills
and it could surely help me in the future.

| believe that university education is not really about job training. It helps us develop intellectual ability and
expand our knowledge base. | hope that | can be one of the candidates you find suitable for your university.

Example 3

© EDB Chapter 4 -- 11
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Vv

fEeEaFEReRme 12] JEHVGR T BRIGKHME RERBLREBAARBBRE
B BATAREEHE  BRARARIT BRTEIUALBORENS ERNBHLELAE
B2HA -

LIRAET  REHR) G LAFHHH > EHEFHELRARABRSITENANHERY )
BNEELMUBREARHBAAENRSE  wFR FOARE  RALZHERART » BRAEBITHRAL
REE ARERGLE RN ¥R e LTEEHNBHA

Example 4

AEEFEHRXFARGHCEER -

RBARCELZORRANA N BHOELFLZELNESE - RYFHSTHEAMNCIESLY  #H
HABERARMITAE  AFARBENHOEF —THESE BRASATERLIAEFHEOESLY
8 - BITERT R AMAIARCESTESL AP ELET—HIAFAEE-

fFrmdh BARE —REHEROELHLGHYE  CREGFEETHHSAMOEL W - £
DBANKCELLZREHRTHRARLYE TAREAN > MANTHFLAUGRARS —MBARCES

2

% °

| BRBBARAANRCELZRAHCREL L GRE MAHS—HTENTATH - AU RAEZ
ARCELLETE ZMN LS ol -

Comparative Comments:

Admission Officer 1:

Example 2 is very much better in comparison. Having said that, it can be shortened a bit
and one suggestion — to bold the key position/responsibility the applicant has taken in
his/her secondary school

In Example 3, the applicant shall elaborate a little bit more on his/her interest in Social
Work. A generalized statement lacking breadth and depth.

In Example 4, the applicant can suggest one or two psychology books he/she has read
before, giving evidence in support of his/her interest in psychology.

Admission Officer 2:

Example 2 is a well-structured self account which is illustrated with relevant and interesting
examples. The specific details cited demonstrates that the writer has some understanding
of the discipline he/ she has selected. The account also shows how participation in
different activities has contributed to the growth and development of the student.

Example 3 and 4 have a similar structure as Example 2 but both lack relevant, specific
details. It is difficult to see from the vague statements that the writers have made that they
have carefully considered their programme choice.

e —
© EDB Chapter 4 -- 12
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4

On Science Programs

Example 5

Photo-taking is my favorite hobby. I could really feel the connection between the nature and me. My targets
can be animals and plants | met in parks and countryside. | took photos of them and paid attention to the
morphology of these wonderful creatures. Usually | cannot tell what species they are, but the mere interest
of taking a snapshot of them gives me a sense of satisfaction. If necessary, | may check their names
reference books.

When | studied Biology in senior secondary level, | was assigned to do a project on “biodiversity”. | spent
about four months in preparation and finally, my work was highly appreciated by the teacher. The
preparatory work was by no means easy, | read a lot about the issue, | studied proposals and critiques as
solutions of the threats, | organized all these facts and supplemented them with appealing graphics. The
project was a software that allows students and teachers to study biotechnology from various aspects. In
fact, a 1000-word written report was the basic requirement. | spent much more than required on this project
because | found my work meaningful. The experience fuels my determination to study Biology-related
disciplines in my tertiary education. Through researches and in-depth study, | hope that | can contribute to
creation of a better environment for us, and also for other species.

I think the creation of the universe is fantastic; it cannot be described by any expressions. Unfortunately, in
public examination we can only get in touch with textbooks, but have limited chances to interact with our
nature environment. We seldom get much experiences of practical work, field study and design experiments
on our own. | aspire to explore the world of knowledge in the university.

_Example 6

If 1 have chance to enter the University, | want to Chemistry or Biology. The reasons can be explained from '
different angles.

I still remember having the integrated science lessons when | was a S.1 student. It is my first time to
approach science and discover my interest of science. Enjoying each lesson of integrated science, | filled with
confidence of performing well in my first science form test. Unfortunately, | failed my science test, that
absolutely lower my self-esteem and makes me feel frustrated. After that, | am determined to reach the
higher level of science in order not to fail again. By going over the experiments | have done and the theories
such as particle theory and motion theory, the more | have observed and | started to believe that science is
different from other subjects such as Chinese and English. It trains our logical and critical thinking and it give
us some reasons behind all the phenomena of nature. Science is such a mysterious and challenging subject
that | have ever learnt. As a student of Chemistry and Biology, | hope | can use the knowledge | have learnt
on discovering more and more wonderful theories and rare species of animals or plants so as to help our
society get more improvements and understandings about nature. My mission is to investigate useful
materials from biology or chemistry in order to raise the society’s living standard and there is another crucial
mission for me to protect the natural environment so as to keep the ecosystem well and protect the wildlife.

In addition, | have joined the School Ambassador for two years which is expected to tend the guests who
visit my school. This activity seems irrelevant to science but it definitely teaches me what attitude | should
have towards science. As an ambassador of my burdened and therefore | will try to communicate with
various guests without being shy, although we might have communication problem with overseas visitors.

© EDB Chapter 4 -- 13
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The attitude I learnt from this duty teaches me to keep trying to find out the solution, when | encounter the
difficulties of science.

| realize the good attitude is always the main factor to reach the success and my attitude towards science
will be one of the driving forces for me to reach the higher level of science and make more welfares for the
society and nature.

Example 7

FONEPTRABREEREEIKANRL  MURHEERKELE TRENESE TSR TEROER
AL - TR KPRV E LSRR HEOEK -

H—ib ERVBETIHOEREREE HE GO ELRY > KMERKRTEFTHHF - £/
TRERKGRE - REH PO HREFRKMERGRE - SHAMEIOBE FakBR KR
S HKAORERAE - BT BREKFHF S K% RELTUES TE - afferRKs
AKET N EFTHERE > KO THRERA > KMRAKAN>MILIERTT -

HROAIE  ERMEARE  BIRGBALEFLCRT  ERMANFILLZAHES » Ria6bMF - @
B A ORE foETRRAMBTURZBFLETNF - WHERP > RPETRRTUE
BREARI > KTURFIZAARTAARR - MEROENRE  BHYRE -

BRAGFHEZPIZ &G 2 -

Comparative Comments:

© EDB Chapter 4 -- 14



Preparing Students for Successful Transition in the New Academic Structure @9

- N

On Mathematics and Engineering

Example 8

I like Mathematics since | was young. I've been joining HK Mathematics Olympics to help me familiarize
myself with it. Mathematics is the queen of science. Every science subject needs Mathematics to help in
different analysis.

The new millennium would still be the century of science development. Efforts paid in Mathematics would in
return contribute every aspect of science, space development, biotechnology, computer age —all these need
help from Mathematics.

| like thinking. Thinking can help me to explore more things in festivals and drama workshops help me know
how to stretch my mind. Thinking in different dimensions. Thinking in different aspects. One ability learnt
from drama activity is imagination. In my HKDSE study, imagination helped me to acquire complex
knowledge in science subjects. | believe imagination can also help my future study in science as well as
researching in any science aspects. (too vague and hard to comprehend)

I like reading in my leisure time. Any type of book could be a good way of helping my understanding and
creativity. Some books are about science; this gave me extra knowledge on science directly. Some are
storybooks, which could stimulate both my imagination and creativity.

I am able to be very patient to things | like. I’ve been in school choirs for six years. It's is because | love
singing, although practices is as time-consuming as any academic work. (Not really necessary to add this
paragraph)

I am not strong in leadership. I've joined different courses to try to improve it. | finally found myself not a
good leader. Rather, | found myself a good partner. (Not really necessary to say that. | would rephrase it by
saying: | am a good team player,)I’'ve learnt to be considerate and responsible. Therefore | tried to attend
Chemistry Olympiad as a partnership team. | am well acquired with the sense of cooperation and being
responsible. Project works were once my weakest field of work. In my junior form, I always get a low grade
in projects. However, being a drama club committee member in S.4 enabled me to learn more skills in doing
projects, as well as gaining confidence with my own work. And this would help me in any tertiary studies,
which require projects rather than homework.

May student in Hong Kong think aspect of studying pure science may not be as good as other subjects.
(Sorry, | can’t quite catch the meaning of this sentence)But | think studying Mathematics contributes the
career of global technology development and it is another reason why | want to choose Mathematics in
tertiary education.

Example 9
I am interested in engineering. Maybe my result is not very good in public exam (Not relevant as the student
has yet to take the HKDSE), but | have great interest in engineering and | know | will be an engineer in future.

| have studies Computer Studies, Physics and Pure Maths. So logical thinking mine has been developed
during form 4 to form 7 (6?) period. ....
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In my school, | have joined many outer school competitions such as Computer Program Design competition
and Thinking and Art subject. And | worked as a committeeman of one of Houses in my schoo!.

From all the above competitions, | have acquired the responsibility, leadership, solving the problems with a
clear mind independently and how to operate with others well and sportsmanship also. These provide my
confidence on studying engineering and getting a degree in it.

Comparative Comments:

Admission Officer 1:

Example 8 can be a good statement if the applicant can further elaborate the linkage
between Maths and every aspect of our daily lives. However, it contains a lot of vague
sentences which give negative impression to the Admission Officers that the applicant
doesn’t have a logical and organized thinking. There is no need to put everything in the
' statement, be focused and concise.

Example 9 is too short, too brief and lack of focus.

Admission Officer 2:

In both Examples 8 and 9, the writers have made a series of statements which are not
supported by details or examples. There is also a lack of organization or central theme or
focus in these two self accounts. This gives the impression that the writers have not
seriously considered their programme choices.

Admission Officer 4:
Example 8: basically alright, but the contents could be made more precise and concise.

Example 10 is OK but it's like putting a bit of everything together and there's a lack of clear
focus/uniqueness that differentiates the applicant from others

On Business, Accounting and Financial Studies

Example 10

I am determined to apply for programs about Financial Studies in my tertiary education.

My friends always describe me as a self-motivated person. | always take the initiative in learning new things.
I enjoy reading different sorts of books which helped broaden my horizons and enrich my mind. | enjoy
reading fictions Tuesdays with Morrie which make me understand more about the meaning of life and the
importance of treasuring every moment to do the right things. Recently, after reading the book The World is
Flat, | have a better understanding about globalization and the rise of China and India. | also learnt various
business strategies such as outsourcing. Apart from that, | like reading newspapers, especially the editorials.
All these help enable me to understand deeply about social issues such as the financial tsunami and develop
a critical mind and analytical skills.

e e ——— T —— ]
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I am also enthusiastic about helping people. | love doing voluntary work. | participated in flag-selling and
rattle ticket selling for charities. As a committee member of the Academic Leaders, | was responsible to help
some lower form students with academic difficulties. | met the students every week and provided academic
advice. | also tried to improve their self-esteem and encourage them to study hard. Through the activities, |
became more patient and responsible.

My life in secondary school is heavily involved in extra-curricular activities. Being in charge of the Current
Affairs Club, | acquired important skills in organizing activities. | also gain much invaluable experience in
dealing with adversities and making final decisions. Besides, as the Secretary of Odyssey of Mind Club, | leant
how to work as a team and communicate with others to solve problems.

To strike a balance between work and play, | have developed various interests. | love singing and | was a
member of the School Choir in junior forms. Taking part in Hong Kong Schools Music Festival equipped me
with more confidence. Besides, | like playing chess which help me develop a logical mind. Swimming and
riding bicycles are also my hobbies. | will definitely seize the opportunities to take part in different extra-
curricular activities so as to learn outside the classroom.

I have a strong passion for jobs related to finance. | wish to work in an investment bank or a commercial
bank. My ultimate career goal is to join the HKMA or SFC as a regulator in order to help maintain the stability
of the financial market in Hong Kong and prevent the next financial crisis. As a Hong Kong citizen, | think it is
my responsibility to maintain Hong Kong’s status as an international financial centre, which in turn benefit
the whole country through economic activities. | believe that your programme provides what | need to
pursue my career and to contribute to society. | will cherish the opportunity of getting tertiary education and
participate fully in university life.

Example 11

RABAHGHR-TIZEOEM  MARHTUEB— AN LIERE - AFUARA LAFRT oMK €3
o @HHARRA B8N RAHHBERAESE - HATBRHI AR R -—ARMPFLIHE > Kb
HAEEERFE  EFRAMELEHTUBKANBEEHPOREZL > BHFHLALETRE L E
Eibigskra etk B @ 24 EFEA KB T MK -

EFRRBE - HACRAARARALR P AR @M ML M URS » eI 254 A fo R EAAL
N FLERETT > REHRERA - E2A @A 2400455 T THREEARE M e
AT A A 4ibietk B &4k 0 ATEERE  RMBER S > HREETEH  AAEFTRT R
th— TSR 0 R R R EEF SR -

Example 12

KEZZBS5HELEY  RBHRCROABIRETE -

B/ XBEATREHENMN ¥ e2MEA BRLAEY BRAEHORRTEYFBE > T
ARRXANTHE AR BGEFEMRMARTOREZ TG - —EA—EFROHHS - BE > 15 £
—#RH BRE—MEBLREOARE Tk - B TRE,)  RATHROH—EELR RT4
Pogf i B ESEE S LEKER -
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MERK 2V ES HMUWLETHARLE HAEARKREZ HERTY  FERLSEALTAH
FREHS X - ARBERAOEE  RATREBRHEETE 2 RLE > AR Y EZEHEH
AL AREASBR EEHR—F o

W5 HERTUARKEFOHREEL A AL —BR EBRLEBFEE RBRKTAAA
HoOUBRRTREACHFRES  RAFEALFH -8 ARES -

Comparative Comments:

Admission Officer 1:
Example 10 is a systematic writing, step-by-step and well organized, though some of the
descriptions about his/her personal interest can be shortened.

Example 11 has confused the study of Accounting with Book-keeping. It shows that the
applicant should do some research on his/her favourable subject discipline before writing
the statement.

Example 12 is a concise statement. Similarly, the applicant shall do some research on the
discipline of global economics which can help enrich the content of the statement.

Admission Officer 2:

In Example 10, the writer made an attempt to illustrate his/ her involvement in a range of
activities. However, it is difficult to see how these are related to the chosen discipline or
career plan. Also, it is difficult to see that he/ she has acquired a basic understanding of the
discipline.

Similarly, Example 12 seems quite superficial and it is difficult to see from the vague
statements that the writer has given serious thought to the chosen programme.

While Example 11 is quite short, the writer illustrates with an interesting example how he/
she comes to appreciate the importance of accounting. The self-account shows that the
writer has some level of understanding the profession.

Admission Officer 4:
Example 11 & 12 tell just one single point about why he/she interested in ACCT/ECON, but
we know nothing about the applicant after reading

On Legal Studies

Example 13

| believe | am possessed of the ability and interest of studying law.

Since S.4, a passion for law has grown in me and | started to visit the court. Nature of cases varies greatly,
from winding up petitions to murder cases. Nonetheless, | enjoy listening to various court hearings and this
confirmed my interest in law. One case which lasted for months impressed me the most. Ten barristers

e —
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participated in this case which was about illegal trafficking of tobacco. They presented the speech gracefully
and answered the judge’s questions without hesitations. | dreamed one day | can stand there and be a
prosecutor to fight for justice.

| have got the ability to study law in my university life. Throughout my secondary schooll years, | have
practiced public speaking and writing debate speech inside and outside classrooms. This year, | have joined
the youth Internet governance forum at which | prepared a speech to express my views on Internet privacy
in English. | presented my arguments in front of my peers and the guests from the USA. Now | am the
NetMission Ambassador representing the Hong Kong youth to exchange views on internet issues at overseas
forum. By this kind of training in these 6 years, | learned about the etiquette of speaking in debate and the
skills of agreeing and disproving. | am also able to think from different perspectives and sort out the useful
information in tons of documents. The above skills and experience definitely helps my future study in law.

If 1 have the honour to be admitted, | have great expectation to my life in studying here. Being a self-
motivated and diligent student, | believe one day | can have the chance to represent the university to join
various territory-wide and international mooting competitions to practice what | have learnt and to widen
my haorizon.

Comment:

On Art and Music
Example 14

BREREM > TERAABR - Y RAXA—ZREFTHERIAE  ERA BB EMAFLAGAHR
CHEEAHRERARIPERTHHALHARE > @R ALV REBAMNRA L LRAT
REFABD Y BAH CLERYETTROILY > HRAYATERXTRENPE

HEBORBREAREHOET  RAHL MK ARBKYE ¥ RPN SERNLH SN
WagbbAe » EARRGBART —BREBEF  LHFEHLYHBRIIRTEOERAEAROAE - £ 4
BEHY  BFERUACREOAL  TEARRGLENERT - bt O L) —RAERB KA
& + (Shall give the title of this event) » E@H AV HLERAL  EAL TR - TIFHA

AERERFHAOECR  AREHPTARARE - FHREAKTHANERALMWHEG 280 ®
HERRBRIAETTAEG R - BHLERKILRIG > X Frika)EMH - (Not relevant) £ F

AR RERE T EGHBAALLE KVEET RTHRKRACHAY  THLAF S RAY
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HRAOWR - BLTRREFHBAENTN  FRFERL ekt ac Bl FigELARST
FH e BUTES A RARM et h P AMEH -

LABEERS TP PRIV RITHAABLRBAOEEZ — - £H4FRP > £IL B TATFE
®RY - CERTFBAKEG LSRRI —BHY  FAUERT T KPS ERIA BAFELETESHE
FERR - PR REFHEREK B BERTOHREIF SARATARENTEN R
IS EELRNEAFIFHORENARETES > RABIHBH - ERENM > 28 To
TAAETRABRIEMELERRTIE - THARES  MASHRR B4 FESHIHSES L
i FRIGAFTAEAE - alKRY > LLBELEHALR  HRAINAZKEFRT K BEANPR
Bl RABALSERIMNESH T LB F AN -

SEH Mg TROME RUKATEERLERMENA S RHACHBRBARS  REBAANEE
HTHRET A& E—8) "HR ) HFFRB—REBOBRESEENH TR, HTRE, &
SRR BRAELHARRG  RRMAEHNERGRE  OREBY L  SREEAABEL
ERHMEENLIELSENEELIRXEGRG S -

BATHRRTIRG TLREMITE FREANBE EATHNARNBERHLEHER  421LEHY
BRA&EMBEERN > XILFH - AUABRARY > & —EFHLENHT EaRT °

Example 15

HRANHHELALARBNGES | HEBEEREEANEIE K@t oo - Bp{8 250 — kI 5| 93k
HoLETAHAETTTAR SRHLTLE THI RN -

AP IR REEBRRACH TSRS S T4HEH  BREFRTLATY  SHheHHH
Foo B BEARBE - A2 LEFR > RKLFIEE LRI AEGM « #AFRL > HACKkBH 4
B R EAGHHEI @ ERAAMERLIOTAIABRR RGN RAIEWRAELGEH » 5D
XK -#RF5%E RA T —LBHF LG,  HTRS FAAFETHAGACRWLEMARE £
R RORFREZFHTIOEEZ > FEEFHGF  RREAMEBTRTARTERCRESMAR » BAR
PIRAELAAR ] 6935 T A8 » BRI UKTE > BARBLYAAREE AMHEMNOETHRY - &
PAARFMALRRAAZTEYHRT T4 R ikt kiEH L4 - #Ak -

Foh BN REHSEZERE > CLAHTLATHA —HUBET -5 BAAR—HAFRAE
B ARARNAZRRCMFERER - CHARGFEERK LB TRES » S FH - £
FERELR -LELOFRAMOCELLEHAT -

PP ERK B BHAHETHEAL TRENRE R0 BUI A E > REXRN 428
BRESERRAMATEL > b RRFLRAREER TS @EFEAGERE > KERY
B REBRAFTYOHEE -

e . e e———.—_—_— ——————————————
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Comparative Comments :

Admission Officer 1:

| have asked a music colleague about his requirement. He told me that he would like to
assess the admissibility of an applicant based on his/her personal interest, skills and
aspiration in Music. The applicant is also advised to talk about his/her expectations on
university education. Example 15 is better in comparison but it fails to talk about his/her
expectations on university education and why he/she has decided to study Music in
university.

Example 14 is giving too much attention on the marching band. Some are not relevant.

Admission Officer 2:

In both Examples 14 and 15, the writers clearly show how participation in different activities
has helped them develop and deepen their appreciation of art and music. In Example 14,
the writer organizes his/ her ideas logically and illustrates key points with relevant details
while in Example 15, the writer seems to appeal more to personal feelings. Both are
effective accounts for their chosen disciplines.

Example 16A
Version 1

| like arts and design; working in a field that is related to them was my hope since | was young.

In the past three years of NSS study, | have been trained to have an analytical and logical mind through
science subjects; as well as doing everything cautiously. On the other hand, | have studied History and
Design, and | started to gain interest in arts stream also.

Among the subjects in arts stream, | like design most. To be a designer, | know | have to be creative. Besides
reading some books related to design, | started to think creatively whenever | am going to solve any
problems or to make a product. A designer has to take care of needs of the customers; | also serve as a big
sister to teach the junior form students and serve in the voluntary group in order to train me to be patient.

Of course, this is not enough a student today in Hong Kong, a student nowadays needs to be all-rounded. |
took part in different activities during my NSS, such as the vice-chairperson of one of the Houses and
participation in various art competitions. They gain me some precious experiences, such as developing my
responsibility, communication skills and creativity. From this late July to August, | participated in voluntary
work for over 100 hours, spending time to lead the old people to play games. | understand that | must be
patient, calm and careful so that | will not ruin my work. | stay the same when | do experiments and
researches in the laboratory.

| played various kinds of sports too. As a school volleyball team member, | have been trained to have
leadership, confidence and patient, because lacking either one of them you may lose the match. | bring these
talents to my life and | believe that with them, { can learn more successfully.

I am sure that | am fitted in studying arts or design. | am sincerely looking forward to having an opportunity
to receive education in university.

© EDB Chapter 4 -- 21




Preparing Students for Successful Transition in the New Academic Structure e%

Example 16B
Version 2

Every young person has his dreams but most of these dreams do not come true. In my secondary education,
| have been striving persistently to explore my aspiration fields related to art and communication and to
equip myself for the profession through academic and non-academic involvement.

I am thankful to have ample opportunities for developing various kinds of interests and hobbies when | was
young. Though | was expected to excel in all of them, | was gradually aware of my earnest interest in Art and
Design. Engaging in drawing or producing a piece of creative artwork always gives me a sense of flow. |
enjoy the process of learning more than the outcomes. | became increasingly sensitive to art works
including the paintings in school and museums, modern architectures, and even window display designs in
shopping malls. My enthusiasm in Art and Design turned out to be my driving force to take an Applied
Learning Course in Fashion Design organized by a tertiary institute. | need to attend a three-hour lesson
every weekend. This two-year course gave me an authentic experience in design industry. | was able to
equip myself with the knowledge, skills and develop positive attitude towards the industry. | could meet and
learn from professionals. Most importantly, | was successfully selected to be one of the 20 candidates to
show our individual designs in the fashion show. It was an unforgettable experience widened my horizon
and atlowed me to apply various skills | learnt.

I enjoy meeting different people. We have a Chinese saying, “it is an art for us to communicate with
people”. Being the Vice House Captain, | needed to coordinate and motivate more than 200 students in our
house to take part in various inter-house activities. | also taught lower form students the skills in sports, and
debating. At the same time, | concerned about their study and gave advice whenever possible.

| was one of the core members of the voluntary service group in school since | was in S.3. The first time |
experienced the satisfaction of serving other people in need was to lead over 40 schoolmates to design a
birthday party for an elderly group. | could still remember the laughter and joy on that day. Since then, |
joined various community services for different people, from kids to elderly, from local people to non-
Chinese speaking communities, and from people in Hong Kong to new immigrants from mainland China.
Working closely with my volunteer group partners assures me that patience, trust and humbleness are
qualities we should have when serving others.

Life has been so fruitful in the past few years. There have been learning opportunities and challenges in my
study and other learning experiences. Nevertheless, | am sure that the attributes, including a sense of
responsibility, willingness to collaborate with people, and perseverance | demonstrated and developed
through them have laid the solid foundation for my pursuit in further study and career aspirations. | am
looking forward to a new journey of navigation.

Comparative Comments:

Admission Officer 1:
Obviously, Example 16B is better than 16A. 16B gives a more comprehensive picture with
sufficient emphasis on the applicant’s interest in VA.

Admission Officer 2:

Both of the writers for Example 16A and 16B seem to have focused on the quantitative
aspects of their participation and experience, rather than on the quality of their learning
from the activities. Instead of providing details on number of hours of participation, the
number of participants in the activities and so on, it may be more effective for the writers to
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discuss how the participation has helped them understand and appreciate their chosen
discipline.

Admission Officer 3 commenting on Example 14-16: For the four self-accounts of students
under "Connecting Life Experiences toEducation Goals - on Art and Music",two are related to music and
the other two are about design/fashion design. While 75% of secondary schools offer NSS Visual Arts as
an elective, and only a few offer Music, the distribution of self-account subject 1s out of proportion. Better
if a student self-account on visual arts can be included instead.

Out of the two Examples 16 A and 16B, 16B would certainly get the assessor's attention more than 16A.
Nevertheless both cxamples appear fairly traditional and obviously follow a taught template: opening
remark, personal development towards the subject, short elaboration on personal skills (in particular
communication and some leadership), spare-time activities that underpin personal skills, closing remarks.
Example 16B utilizes the template more skillfully, but espccially in a comparative situation (as an
admission situation would be) the identical setup becomes quite obvious, and then reflects back on the
writers. Especially for studies in the Visual Arts, Fine Arts or Design, the assessor would appreciate a less
assimilated, more creative, even potentially provocative even provocative approach. In both examples, an
independent mind, certain edginess in attitude, even a convincing emotional urgency are missing.

On Architecture and Civil Engineering
Example 17

BRE REATLARBDBIRTH— MBS 42 LRBENIHTFHRE B2 ZERRKOHMK U
AW RASIEEHER > RERBfb—H o F/ 5% 22QEFBICRAHLEARE
48 SRHBEA TSR PLBE > BAMMAGEL4REBAL  FTAEZNREHR
B REERN  CBAPAENRETLEELRIL  MAARSEZFDRHGBEAMO TH » 145
BHUHRLAPRAEHREL LHEI THERAARRGHELRIA T E A B2 AL BEBAANS
Zo BT EMRAMER RN TH  KmA BEARE -

Bt ZERENBIREEL  BRARELZ  ATTRAMNBEL —RAH - LREH - HEAHR
HEFYRLESNEEHES FANTE LA G EAREHECELELESN -

RE RRCHEIFFRITHSBEHER  ATTRE  RLREEwFHELEL -

Example 18

BALERANRERTREL  £5 T4 > #iEH T Phy, Chem foBio: FEHE M2 - A EHELRE
Ao HERFNFHERG  HEREF LR IRAHEESELK -

RRAFP—F—REBI NP REPTFERT - o5 EEHE TERMERME PIREAMBE > £
MREY BIAEARARE HEMTEREANRBN  EHEPTLRPEAHOEADIK -

A BEATRACUAALRIEABRGIR - FTLARES &S - LA HRARE[EEHS
—FREABERRGES  FEAPL —RAACSHRE KA EHREALT LT LN TH
BAARTRLAEG  RATHATHER AU RRCHAEIRALRIRLS—F -
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2

Comparative Comments:

Admission Officer 1:

The two statements are not very attractive. The statement should mention some great
architectural buildings in Hong Kong (e.g. HK Airport) or overseas that have impressed the
applicant. Preferably, he/she can talk about his/her most admired architect, for example Sir
Normal Foster, etc.

Mentioning of the tragedy at To Kwa Wan is a good example

Admission Officer 2:

In both Example 17 and 18, the writers have attempted to explain their interests in the
chosen disciplines, and to show that they have the ability or skills in undertaking a course of
study in the disciplines. The two short accounts are fine but would perhaps bengfit from
more details demonstrating a deeper understanding of the disciplines.

On Health and Medical Studies
Example 19

BOER HRETHEETRBBAHFEIOA - b BFLREANARETOHEEL ¥ &BAAA K
e

hEF o REARBRAE  AAUBFE AR BTELMESFREBRLE - 2559 —% 0 RAK
B RAELSTMKBZRERRE AR PHFYTER - HAESTE R ABRAEAKBHERMRBAR
MESEMEFEINIATERL M@ EiHF ERALRABRTEHE LG > ZobRhEY
ExA—MmEL -

LHREMRK ROERPARCTEEE - -k Adsugid > RAERL@OAA S ARYS £
RELATEES BRUZ AR BRERAF NREAL BB L BHEREERY > REAZELR S
LAERE LR T c B FALRABBEALE BRALEIATTERYE  BHEAETH LAIMEEA
BER - RAMSHRELE - KBEAD > UBREAADIHEBE LD HREATEREREER
2 R el A BAKCEN - M —EEHE ALYERERY —R > EABZARHER
Ky BT R

R HARANBEFHRLRAT S FS > THREITLREABNTHOES > EX/Fo5A
RS EBEIHAOELE  ERBRRCT K Bk RIALLIHKGE & Fae il sbinion - 2
BHEC - BBRLNO TR LB MTES -

Comment:

Admission Officer 1:
Can write something about the personal touch with the patients. This kind of personal
touch is very crucial throughout the process of recovery or for those terminally ill patients.

Example 20

BALRARELEZ2 I OERURT —MBEB - HoXXTROEH  FREBAGELER LR
HIf+oAEL RECAHIBEZHMEEMAMZEOE  HMEAGRARBHANTH » 4l
RpiLE > FEOERVKE -

e —
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MICHAEL JACKSON T #k &t A RHETEABRHE L L L - BHGEER RASEN » KitEg
TR  FBEHETWAFBREAR BB EFEE > FIFEE LI EHEM  BHRETAL
R LRXHAEZH—HEE -

A —ERA A R AEAMARIEHGERRTS - A ¢ 6k RO E L RAE - 4 AR
BTk BOTH AGRTAEMAOARLLS - HAMBRBRGARLERORT 8
FORBREY DR EARTROBEE  BRRE—CZH ARFBRIAE  BHRET -

Comment:

Admission Officer 1:

The role of a forensic medical expert is more than standing on the witness stand in a
riminal trial. It has a bigger role to play. May give the Admission Officer an impression
‘hat the applicant has not done a good research on his/her choice of profession.

Example 21

RGOS RS SR TRRBEEHM T CFALBRRATFTHEARAMETHTRLHR 2 T8

EFehsis s BREXZHAROMNKLZE > RE—0 OB FTFEGARAS G TE > BB EK

8o e TEI Kk, MLﬁﬂ¢£ﬁmmﬁkr¥ BB b mz k(B AR AR M

B EUETHAREME  KMHE TE e Bt U VB HTELEFHM - KRz BT RAE
HERE P RE > BiERA

ERMAFTZORAE  TRAOHEHGRNREEGCHEEBZY  RERGTHANHREES
AMFRFARE A G - GRASHERAEZRPFHERM > TR TERBRMGH LAHRGEHE
K& HRRINALATHAES - Rt BAXK - LHEOFTHLRRTELEHEAERTA LG
T2 RRBAFEABHOBEHRAEEMEME T « BB PSRN T REGEEBRITY

ny ©

FRAL REBAANRAZRBELEROPTELHE IRE  — T RARFIAZBRARENS  HFRE
B F—F@AHLHEETEF PR B—C2h BREAZE > Biire . —H I Eeda-

Example 21 (a)

RRBLHRBH - CHRANFLFRABEALGO—HFAHMN -

BRFBRENBEFRAOFE A —REALELKBETAEFYS > SAHENEZRLZ X AE - &K
HMETRELTHE  RE203 YK - FABCELIGLE—BT  BRESZEEBMALEHM T
AT PREFMTHRBALZAENEREST K2R —4£8:. AHERKTELEBAR R
FHEAT PR TRBE A FEARRI+HREfKK -

BEFREEL RS ERAMROHFHE  BAPEIBFERGERE WRBEEMKRATTER
AR AR B A RRTHBRIR: Roe! K- TFEFROBIKE—4E  RALRLe I
FoRAR c BARHL T RARBFOER  SBAMSHRER LSRN ER  BRLSBACEN X
el SRRBBEBAORE BFZTULTRAGEL R R LS X588 -
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Example 21 (b)

BAH—ALMRIGHD—ERBOEH -

REERALED  CRFA LR ABYE RO AR TR ERGALFTRE CEETRHR KA
ZEYMEEHERE —RBERAFTSCHEURTAAERY T - FaEERAR -

B+ HAMALRITHBSE M E LM T EFERYTABEEMABR  THFHBREyE
AN B R BRREITSA  BHBRAFTAT T GRY BEESHHIVITUEE 3%
e

BSOS RRIAERTE  EEAZTRR  HA2EANNE:  £5HE LAY
8> Ba ik dm AEBBORBBTFLR  BRERAFUTC
AARERZY TR AERAZGE > MAXGHEARNAL  IHRLAGRBEEZEENMOAE
EFE—Bugit CRLOEALRER  HoROLE  ARBNHEEHGHBRBART &
AW FERFFREENREEREZ  AAET— T ENNBATEOHA-

Comparative Comments:

.| Admission Officer 1:

All these examples have one thing in common — driven by an inspiring person experience.
In addition to this experience, the applicant should write a paragraph or two on his/her
expectations on medical study, from various perspectives, social, moral, etc.

Don’t know the reasons why these statements were all written in Chinese.

Admission Officer 2:

In all five examples, the writers have cited specific personal experiences which inspire an
interest in specific medical disciplines. While some experiences are more dramatic than
the others, they are quite convincing as the writers provide relevant, interesting details to
illustrate how the experiences have shaped their thinking.
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Impacts of Versatile Experiences
On Voluntary Services

Example 22

| have devoted myself to service the needy and the poor in my secondary school life. One of the most
rewarding experiences is a trip to Guangxi impoverished villages. During the trip, | acquired many brand new
experiences in my life such as planting on the field, teaching primary students and getting a taste of the
Mainland high school student life. Also, | was much touched by their persistence in learning despite the poor
living conditions. | have determined to help the underprivileged with my profession in the future. Other than
this, | was appointed to organize two service trips in charities. Throughout the years of my social service for
different groups of people, | become more sociable and acquired brilliant interpersonal skills and
communication skills in 3 languages. Mastering the languages, | am made perfect for tertiary education
school place over other candidates. Moreover, | have grown to be more mature in dealing with both
individual and team work.

Last year, the Global Elites programme in July and August co-operated by the University of Hong Kong,
Chinese University and U-Rounders opened my horizon to the world affairs. During the virtual G-20 Summit,
our team representing the USA prepared a resolution on our views to various global issues ranging from
medical insurance, financial tsunami to green policy. Through vigorous discussion, my critical thinking,
leadership skill and communication skill were polished and fully utilized. A passion of knowing about and
analyzing social issues has also grown in me when we listened to the lectures by prestigious speakers like Mr
Joseph Wong Wing Ping and Ms Claudia Mo. This has proved that | am a self-motivated and inquisitive
student.

Should I be given the chance, | will certainly endeavour to prove my eligibility in tertiary education.

Example 23

In the several months of my volunteer services outside school, | know | have spent a lot of my free time but |
think the time that | spent is really so worthwhile. In this period of time, | really learn much: | know that,
share the happiness with others, is much happier than one happy! | know rather spend the time to serve the
people in need than use the time to play the computer games! Being a volunteer is really worthwhile! In
addition, in this all services, | found that | have improve lot include my attitude of people and things, | have
learn to us another angle to think a thing. I'll continue my work as a voluntary even after | graduate from
secondary school.

Comparative Comments:

Admission Officer 1:

Example 22 is better with substantial evidence in support of his/her voluntary experience.
The applicant has demonstrated his/her ability to learn from reflection, showing he/she is a
learning student.

Example 23 is too general, not evidence-based and fails to show that the applicant has
learnt anything from his/her past voluntary experience.

Admission Officer 2:

Although these two examples show that the students involved have participated in voluntary
services, very little specific detail is provided on how the experiences have helped them in
their personal growth. The statements made remain vague and general and therefore not
very convincing.
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Admission Officer 4:
Example 22: The details and individual examples are good.

Example 23:

- The Example is basically alright, but the contents could be made more precise and
concise.

- Too general, English needs to be polished.

On Various Leadership Training and Experiential Learning

Example

am writing to provide additional information with regard to the awards | have obtained and the duties |
1ave performed in my secondary school years.

3eing a Scout for more than seven years, | have always adopted the Scout Motto “Be Prepared” to be my
zuide. “Being prepared” does not only mean just being ready for emergencies but also ready in mind and
Jody to meet any challenges. Through joining trainings such as expedition, camping and pioneering, in all of
~vhich | am required to exert myself to accomplish different tasks, | have acquired independence,
communication and networking skills.

3esides, elected to be the Internal Vice-president of the Student Association, | needed to perform well under
oressure both as a team player and a team leader and organize different sorts of student activities, which
rave undoubtedly enhanced my leadership, critical thinking and life-long learning skills.

have also joined various exchange programmes and activities, both indoors and outdoors, to enrich myself.

Zoncerning the indoor activities, | have been playing the piano and the violin for several years and | passed
he examination of Grade 8 Piano as well as Grade 4 Violin of the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of
Music. For the outdoor activities, | have been joining the Scout footdrill competition which requires
-ooperation and self-confidence since 2006 and | have represented my school football team to play a part
‘or two years. | also took part in the 14th Nippon Jamboree and some exchange camping trips to Taiwan and
Macau through which | have exposed myself to the foreign culture — an invaluable element which | had
1ever encountered in Hong Kong before.

enjoy exploring more advanced and professional knowledge in different areas. | strongly believe the above-
mentioned experiences and characteristics can really benefit me. | hope all this evidence can really prove my
apability and enthusiasm for my further studies in the tertiary education.

Example

As an S.6 student, all | wish is to get a seat in a university. Over the past few years, | have participated in a
oroad range of activities and taken an active role to complete every task.

starting from S.3, | have joined the Hong Kong Award for Young People (the AYP). Beginning from the Bronze
-evel, | have devoted a lot of effort to complete all the sections, including Service, Skills, Physical Recreation,
:xpedition and Residential Project, and gained the Gold Award in 2010. | have thoroughly developed myself
hrough participating in this programme. Throughout the years, | served the needy, learned music skills,
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acquired a fit body, overcame high peaks and worked with counterparts towards a shared goal. Among those '
sections, the Expedition, which requires participants to live in the countryside for a few days, is the most
challenging. It is my toughness that has helped me to accomplish it even though | was injured, sick and
frustrated during the journey. | am sure my perseverance will keep me not to give up easily in the university,
where harsh life is everywhere. After joining the AYP, | have grown to become more mature in dealing both
individual and team work.

During the summer vacation in 2010, | was chosen to be one of the delegates in the International Youth
Exchange Programme to share ideas and experience with foreign teenagers. Before joining the programme, |
have shown my good academic background and enthusiasm in voluntary service for being selected to the
interview. My knowledge about Chinese culture and Hong Kong issues was also shown in the interview and
enabled me to become the youth delegate of the year. The programme was packed with various interviews
and excursions to museums, which has stepped up my international exposure and strengthened my
leadership skills. | am sure that the experiences are precious for my university life and can help me be well-
equipped for the course that | choose. Also, during the programme, | was immersed in the English world and
had to talk to UK delegates all the time. This greatly improved my language skills, which are crucial in the
university life. It is the programme that has helped me blossom.

| have also joined various kinds of activities, both indoors and outdoors, to enrich myself. For the outdoor
activities, | am now a certificated canoeing player and have been in the athletics team joining inter-school
competitions since | was in S 2. Concerning the indoor activities, | have been playing the guitar for several
years and passed the examination of Grade 5 Guitar and Grade 5 Theory of the Associated Board of the
Royal Schools of Music. I am sure | can adapt to the diverse learning environment in the university easily.

The tertiary education is my best choice to further improve myself and surely will further develop my
interpersonal skills and encourage me to pursue my interests. | also believe that | have been well-prepared
for the life ahead.

Example 26

WM SPALEBELR ORREEFIHENF  ERAEL S ST akk -

BMAMEHGF—ER K4 - RDABLI T2 T 0T H R MR B ABITK S ORFBFT
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Comparative Comments:
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On A Variety of OLEs

Example 27

'Try not to become a man of success but a man of value,’ said by Albert Einsten, the well-known physicist
and philosopher. We have to learn how to be a better person except for our basic knowledge on our
academic subject. Being the cleverest person in the world is no better than being the valued person. My
OLEs has influenced me in many ways which are conducive to my whole-person development. | have learnt
to be a man of value.

In S.4, | had my first night in a tent was joining the whole-person develop camp organized by the SAHK. |
would never forget this camping. Everyone in my form went to the campsite in Tai Po. We were divided in
groups with mates from different classes. There were series of tasks we need to complete together in the
first day. Honestly, we were not acquainted at all. We still needed to try to know each other. Every group
needs a leader. The responsibility of the leader was to lead the group and distribute the work between
members. Although there were some of the members were not motivated at first, eventually we corporate
well together to complete the tasks. Everyone enjoyed the night. We were given raw ingredients and simple
tools to cook for ourselves on that night. The worst dish was the egg in an orange but | loved it. | was
ordered to be in charge of this dish. | was hopeless at first because | did not remember the cooking steps at
all. Therefore, with help of my mate | dug out pulp first and use the oranges as the containers to cook the
eggs. | was so excited to see the golden yellow eggs in the oranges were done. | would never forget the facial
expression of my group leader when | let him to have the first try. | bet he almost vomited right away. For all
that, we had an amazing night to cook together. Our group members had been responsible for their works.
We had learnt to cherish food and the importance of teamwork. | had been a lot familiar with my group
mates after that night.

Another interesting experience would be our school anniversary inter-form musical. | have always been
interested in drama and theatre studies. Certainly, | signed up for it and for sake | passed the audition to be
in it. | realized musical was a lot more complicated than what | knew before. It had combined singing,
dancing and acting. There were around 40 of our schoolmates participated. | was frustrated and
disappointed at first because everyone was not prepared at all and they did not treat musical seriously.
Apart from it, | lost my confidence in the beginning of training. | sung as bad as a goose. | was almost shaking
in front of my singing teacher. Another weakness would be dancing. | needed more time than the others to
follow up. | wanted to dance with energy. Acting would be the least thing | was confident about. | took
musical as a challenge.

Fortunately, things had gone better and smooth along with the rehearsals. The teachers were professional
and enthusiastic. Dancing was the most difficult but everyone enjoyed this part the most. We had paid lot
efforts in dancing. | had been obedient and followed the instructions strictly. Everyone was cheered and
contented when we finished every lesson and knew that we had improved. We might not be the leading
actor, but | understood that every part made a whole. Even in the society nowadays. It felt so great to
produce a musical together with your mates.

Also, | had joined the community service and tried my best to help people in need. 'Good afternoon. This is
Bunny Hear's Hotline...' This was how | began every time when | picked up the phone while volunteering in
Harmony Home. | had joined the Bunny Hear's Hotline as the volunteer to talk with children. The aim of this
hotline was to prevent family abuse cases and helped the children.

I was trained before officially on duty for answering the line. | was sluggish before. However when it was my
turn to on duty, it was seriously not a piece of cake. | had to deal with children and solve their problems.
Nevertheless, the part of my job that | enjoyed the most was when they shared their happiness with me. |
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iked the innocence of children and how cute they could be. There were sometimes | might not know how to
‘espond but the instructor was so kind to help us. Being a volunteer in Bunny Hear's Line was rewarding and
meant a lot to me.

fes. | want to be a man of value. Time flies and life is too short, | want my life to be meaningful and fruitful. |
am anticipating in the near future how | can maintain my virtues and correct my mistakes. No doubt that |
1ad learnt to be independent and responsible. Most importantly, | know who | am and | will be better.

Example 28
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Comparative Comments:

Admission Officer 1:

The two statements contain a lot of details, especially 27. It looks like a composition essay
but not a statement aiming to impress the Admission Officer. Too long and lacking focus.
Remember that each Admission Officer may task with traversing as many as hundreds of
statements and so, it is not recommended to write a long statement.

Above all, the two statements are too lengthy and clumsy. Not impressive at all.

Admission Officer 2:

Examples 27 and 28 are fine as a record of the students’ own learning and feelings. But if
the two examples are also used as self accounts or personal statements to support
application for further studies or for jobs then there are perhaps too many irrelevant details.
Also, careful proof-reading is needed if the accounts are written to be read by someone
else and not just as a personal record.

Admission Officer 4:

Example 27: By writing about the student's extracurricular activities and life experiences,
the article gives us some good ideas on the personality and character of the student, as
well as his/her writing skills, which facilitate the admission assessment.

Example 28: More concise personal statement is preferred, e.g. explaining why the
applicants are interested in and applying for the program, indicating their
strengths/experiences that are relevant to the application. It is better to focus on the
particular excellence about him/herself, i.e. tell why he/she is better than other applicants
(the special things about him/herself).
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OLEs enlisted as Self-Account/Personal Statement

Example 29

8 A P45/ B A%
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Example 30
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- Comparative Comments:

Admission Officer 1:
Admission Officers may like this presentation mode — simple, direct and to-the-point. Abled
to reflect on each participated activity. | like this more than lengthy presentation.

Admission Officer 2:

In Example 29, the student focuses on a activity and reflects on the learning and insights
gained from his/ her participation. He/ she shows quite clearly what he/she has learned
from the activity and how it is related to his/ her future career/ academic plans.

In Example 30, the student has outlined participation in a wide range of activities, and has
included self reflection on each activity. However, no attempt is made to provide an
account of how these activities have helped the student in his/ her overall development.

Admission Officer 4:
Example 29:
The Example isbasically alright, but the contents could be made more precise and concise.

Example 30: The writing is quite fluent, though there are some grammatical mistakes/wrong
spellings in part (3). Self-reflections were demonstrated.
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Authentic Examples from Case Studies in Chapter 4

'Example from Case Study 1 (Harold’s SLP Self-Account)
Learning in classroom is not the only way for leamning; I believe learning through extra-curricular
activities makes me learn much more.

I joined the school Robotics Team since [ was Form 2. In Form 1, I was already fascinated by the
robots built by higher form students. I studied the mechanisms in the robot when [ had time. I also
read different programming books in order to understand the programs written by higher form
students. Therefore, when the team coach invited me to join the team when [ was in form 2, I
accept the invitation immediately.

People always think that the robotics team member only leamn mechanical skills, and maybe some
programming skills. That is far from truth. In the robotics team, I leamnt a lot, mechanical skills and
programming skills is just the tip of the iceberg comparing to what I learned.

Knowledge is one of the important gains I get. I participated in a lot of different competitions;
some of the competitions require not only skills in robot construction, but also skills in research.
During the years, I did research in Nano technologies, renewable energy sources, human control on
climate, automatic guided vehicles... These researches require high level knowledge in Biology,
Physics, Chemistry, Control Engineering, Geography and also other aspects. I needed to read
thesis, books, reports, and also interviewing different professors and researchers in order to find the
information needed.

Another important gain is having many friends. Inside the team, I leamed what friendship really is.
We laugh together, solve problems together and play together. We care for each other and support
each other. One of my best memories in the team happened on my birthday. [ am not a really
socialistic person. Therefore in my point of view, birthday is not a really important date to me. I
can live peacefully without any birthday celebrations. As I just don’t care about my birthday, I had
nobody celebrating for my birthday (except celebrations at home with my family) from forml to
form 5. Even now [ don’t know how my teammates knew my birthday date. On the birthday during
my form 6 school life, I was thinking that birthday was going to be just like the other birthdays I
had. When [ was doing my own business in the room, a teammate asked me to go down stairs to the
playground. He said there were some problems about the robot which will be used in performance
tomorrow. So I went down and what I saw amazed me and it etched in my memory . My
teammates lit up seventeen candles on seventeen small cakes. When they sang the birthday song, I
was really touched. “That is what friends are for,” I thought in that moment.

Another thing I gained is experiences. My school’s robotics team compete in a lot of different
competitions, we also won a lot of these competitions and are often given the chance of
representing Hong Kong to compete is international championships. I went to Atlanta, Shanghai
and Tokyo to compete in competitions. These were precious experiences. These experiences are
eye openers to me. It gives me better understanding to different parts in the world; it also let me
know more about others cultures. For example, I know that Mocha and doughnut sold in Starbucks
in Atlanta is the one of the most delicious items I had ever tastes; I know that people in mainland
does not like to queue up; I know that most people in Japan does not know English, therefore next
time when I visit Japan, [ might leamm a few Japanese beforehand. These experiences can only be
gained by visiting places and trying to live like local people. It is precious and it helps me every
day.
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The next important gain is teamwork. “Robotics Team” ends with the word “Team”. We are a tea
and I am one of the teammates. To cooperate with other team members is a really difficult task,
everyone has their own idea and we often cannot meet to an agreement easily. This requires
understanding of each others, and communications. The best solution to a problem is often the
combination of all ideas given by each of us. In the team, I experience the difficulties in working
with others. There is often people who have a complete different approach in solving a problem,
their solution may have its own weakness but also its own strengths. Being in the team taught me
how to cooperate with different people and how to combine different ideas.

2

Being in the team makes me know more about myself. A team needs division of labor as everyone
has their own skills, their own knowledge. By dividing the work, the team can work better and have
more efficiency. For me, my main work is researching and programming. When I work with my
teammates, I discovered my strengths. I have strong analytical power, good presentation skills and
a lot of background knowledge in different area, these makes me a researcher in the team. I also
have good programming skills, good logical thinking and critical, multi-angled thinking, these
makes me an ideal programmer. During my work with teammates, I also discover my weaknesses. |
am not very familiar with different parts; I also do not have a good “3D-sense”, which is very
important to robot builders. Therefore I am not responsible in building the robot as others are better
in this field.

Being in the team let me learn some important values. During competitions, I learn how to be
honest, fair to everyone, also how to respect other teams. During preparations of different
competitions, I learn how to discipline and how to concentrate on one thing but not being
sidetracked. I also learn how to be optimistic and have fun during tense competitions while not
loosing attention to other things.

Being in the team let me know how to share with others. Now I am in form 6 and I am going to
leave the school soon. Other than being teammate, I am also a mentor of the team. New team
members know nothing about robot. They do not know the traditions of the team, nor the flaws in
the rules. They also do not have enough knowledge to complete the competition tasks. Therefore,
being a senior member of the team, I teach these new members all I know, from scientific facts to
skills to critical thinking. Being a teacher is not an easy task, these junior members is just like me
when I was in form 2. By teaching all I knew to new members, the team can be as good as ever.
Lastly, I would like to mention the greatest lost I had. Preparing for competitions is the most
important task which the team does it every day. It is very time-consuming. After some
calculations, I find that each year I spend at least a thousand hours to prepare for competitions. This
consumes my time for studying, my time for doing revisions. Although it helps me to develop skills
in planning, it still use up a lot of time. If I did not accept the invitation from the team coach when I
was in form 2, I think that I would certainly have very good academic results. But in my point of
view, although knowledge from books and teachers are important, they still cannot match with
what I gained in the team during the years. If [ reject the invitation, I think that I will be a “high in
score but low in ability” student now. I would not regret joining the Robotics Team.

Example from Case Study 1 (Harold’s Additional Information for JUPAS Application) _
Since Form 2, I joined the robotics team of my school. After 5 years of being a team member, I had
learnt a lot of things. The team built my personalities and let me understand myself.

Being a team member, I acquired a lot of different knowledge. Knowledge about robotics, such as
robot modeling and programming, is one of the things that a learnt. During researches in preparing
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for competitions, [ also study topics such as Nano technology, renewable power sources in great
depth. By reading books, searching on the intemet, asking professors, I learn about these untaught
topics. This actually let me to learn the skill of self-learning.

Being in the team also let me know more about myself. During working with teammates, I see what
my strengths and my weaknesses are. For example, [ am good at analyzing data, logical thinking,
and understanding abstract concepts. These make me a good researcher and a good programmer.
On the other side, I am not good at imagining virtue 3D structures, which make me not good at
robot building. Being in the team let me had mental growth by letting me know more about myself.
Lastly, I experience a lot in the team. I had represent Hong Kong to compete in global competitions
for three times already. I went to Atlanta, Shanghai and Tokyo to participate the competitions. This
gave me experience of travelling, also letting be to experience cultures in different places in the
world. It also enhances my oral skills in Putonghua and English as I practice speaking these two
languages a lot in the three places.

Joining the robotics team alters my life. It gave me confidence and it opens my eye. If I reject the
invitation of joining the team when [ was in form 2, my life and my personalities may be altered by
a hundred and eighty degrees. I would never regret joining the Robotics Team.

Example from Case Study 2: Chan Siu Lai’s Self-Account in SLP
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Example from Case Study 2: Chan Siu Lai’s Additional Information for JUPAS application

Like many other students, all I wish to do is to get admitted by my most favourite university
programme after my Secondary Six studies. In the last six years, [ have swived for my best to have
my dream come true and prepare myself to become a university student.

I am particularly keen on art, so I have joined many related activities in my secondary school life,
ceramics, craftworks, sketching and painting, to name but a few. Also, I have acquired quite
outstanding performances in this area. Not only did I once join the Handbook Cover-page Design
Competition at school, but also I have participated in many other internal school competitions, such
as the Inter-class Broad Design Competition, School Uniform Design competition as well as an
external school competition, which is the Secondary School Sketching Competition 2010. These are
invaluable experiences for me as they all have enhanced my personal growth and self-understanding.
I have noted and confirmed in these competitions my advantage in art and design works. In the
Handbook Cover-page Design Competition, I was awarded a merit. This is strong evidence that I can
stand out from the others in this area.

Besides art and design, I am interested in participating in such other activities as the Social Service
Group and the School Choir. In these groups, I usually took the role of being a loyal and reliable
team member. For example, I have considerable experiences in helping committee members of the
former group in planning activities. I was usually invited to give suggestions and asked to live up to
the plan after the leaders had made decisions. I believe that my deployment in the various services
and activities was due to my trustworthiness. Moreover, because I could act independently, I could
concentrate on my tasks very well and finish my job efficiently.

I am highly aware of the condition of our society and I hope that one day, I can make use of my
talents in art to improve our quality of life of the larger society. Last but not least, I believe the
character traits I mentioned above can prove that I am a suitable candidate to be admitted to
university and can have the ability to realize my dream.
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Example from Case Study 3: Bobo’s Self-Account in SLP

In my secondary school life, two important persons influence my thinking and planning of my
career very much.

Mr Chun is one of my role models in life. He works in the Boys and Girls Clubs Association (BGCA).
He is a social worker. | still remember his friendly face which made every one felt comfortable.
Because of his encouragement and enthusiasm, | was convinced to take part in the activities there.
Before | participated in the activities in BGCA in my estate, | was a timid and unconfident girl. | had
no direction. | was poor and helped by social worker when | was small. | only understand that | was
regarded inferior in society and of course, | did not think that | have any strength. It was Mr Chun
who always encouraged me and inviting me to participate in the band of centre. After that, | was
engaged to music. Participating in the band in BGCA is a turning point in my life. Not only did |
have a chance to learn music, but | was also trained to be enduring and condident.

I learnt to practice playing the musical instrument and singing in the band. | like music very much.
Music can help me relax and escape from the hectic and busy study life. Sometimes, | can feel that
| can do something related to music in my career. Awards in competitions ensure me that | have
the talent in music. Moreover, playing music in band earned me friendship and people skills.
Whenever | have any problems, | make use of my time in playing music to release my pressure. |
can also have a group of friends who share the same interest as me and whom | can talk my
problems and seek advice from.

Most importantly, | learnt to be humble and hardworking in practicing playing the guitar because |
know that being success should go through the process of tough training and practicing. In BGCA,
our band was always given a lot of chances to join in music contests and performances for needy.
To perform well, we spent a lot of time for preparation and rehearsals. The experiences made me
understand that “practice makes perfect”. My awards these few years in the singing contest in
school confirm me that | should be serious in the thing | am doing just like my study. Playing the
music is like studying. If | do not play effort and am careless, | cannot learn well. Therefore, | pay
attention in the lesson and learn by heart. | am sure this attitude will make me learn well in school.

Moreover, playing good music in a band requires all members to work closely and harmonically.
We have to understand each other well and work cooperatively. As we all understand that
arguments are commonly found in team work. Whenever we have different opinions, we should be
comprised, think positively, learn to be patient and accept differences, otherwise, we cannot work
together and play good music to audience.

Another person | admire is my Mathematics teacher, Mr Ngan. He is also in charge of the guitar
club in school. | am inspired and touched by his enthusiasm, good working attitude and care to
students. He is a person with his own charm that influences students to learn and | hope that | can
be like him as an influential person in future.

In junior forms, | found that Mathematics is a hard subject to study. | almost failed all mathematics
examinations. | could not understand those difficult theories nor remember complicated formulas.
| started being afraid of it. Lucky though, | can have Mr Ngan to be my math teachers in these two
years. His teaching is fascinating. He always uses interesting life examples to explain difficult
mathematics problems. This makes me and my classmates understand easily. His lessons are never

I ——————
© EDB Chapter4 -- 40



Preparing Students for Successful Transition in the New Academic Structure @9

boring. Now, | like calculating and am always ready to take up challenges to do difficult
mathematics problems. | improve in this subject a lot. | also learn to be willing to take risks to
meet challenges.

I know Mr Ngan best only | joint in the guitar club. [ discover that not only is Mr Ngan good at
math, he is also a music talent. He plays the guitar well. in fact, Mr Ngan is a kind hearted teacher
though he looks stern and cool. Most importantly, when he teaches us playing the guitar, he also
shares with us the life experiences, such as choosing subjects and how he got into university. |
learn a lot from him and feel that if a person has passion on doing a thing, he or she can work well.

Example from Case Study 3: Bobo’s Additional Information for JUPAS application (around 300 words)

The grievances of citizens towards the recent government budget introduced by our Financial
Secretary John Tsang Chun-wah has revealed a lot of social problems. | have mixed feelings as | was
once in the underprivileged group in society and received assistance from social workers. Being
inspired by two important persons in my secondary school life, | determine to study an area to
prepare myself to work for and with people.

The first one is Mr Chun who works in Boys and Girls Clubs Association (BGCA). He invited me to
participate in the voluntary work in his centre in my Form 3. At that time | was chosen to play a
musical instrument in the band of the centre. Participating in the band enabled me to understand
myself more and made me learn correct attitude towards playing music and study. The band in
BGCA was given a lot of chances to participate in different competitions and performances for the
needy. Performing experiences, like singing and playing the guitar to the sick children in hospital
made me feel contented and great. | also deeply understand that “practice makes perfect” as our
successful performance and success in competitions had to gone through a series of tough training,
practising, rehearsals and also cooperation among team players. The experience makes me
understand that | have to pay effort and be serious if | want to study well. Moreover, | learn to be
cooperative, patient and accept differences. | am sure these are important qualities required to be
a university student and a successful person in the working world.

Another important person who influences me is my Mathematics teacher who is also responsible
for the school guitar club. His talent and enthusiasm in teaching, serious attitude towards work and
sincere care to students make me understand that teaching is a career which is not only to teach
students knowledge, but can also influence students thinking and even their entire life. | therefore
determine to contribute myself to teaching or a career relating to helping people in future.
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Example from Case Study 3: Teacher’s Reference for Bobo’s Application to Study Overseas

Dear Sir/Madam,
I would like to recommend Miss Bobo Lau for admission to your university for the following reasons.

During the past six years in our school, Miss Lau not only worked hard consistently but she has also made a
great contribution to the general services and student life within the school. She is an outgoing and active
girl. She actively joined many school activities, like, Guitar Club, inter-house singing contest, Taekwondo
and inter-house drama competition. She always took important roles in school, such as being the chairlady
of the Guitar Club, the committee member of the Photography Club, the English club, the Economics Club
and the Red House in 2009-2010. She is an extremely gifted musician. Her guitar playing has given her
many precious experiences. In 2009 and 2010, she won the school music contests for her guitar playing.
She was also invited to play guitar for sick children in hospital as a voluntary worker by Boys & Girls
Clubs Association in 2008 to 2010. Besides, Miss Lau passed the Grade 6 guitar in 2010 and grade S music
theory in 2009 of the Associated Board of the Royal School of Music.

Bobo is a very trustworthy and mature person who receives high regards both from her teachers and
fellow classmates. Her enthusiastic and initiative in arranging the Musical events in her voluntary
work enriched her experience in organising ability and musical development. She is always very keen
to improve in all areas.

I therefore believe that she will benefit a great deal from studying at university and will be able to
make a positive contribution to both the university and to society in the future.

Thank you so much for your consideration.

e e e
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Writing Recommendations for Students

RECOMMENDATION LETTER STRATEGIES FOR STUDENTS:
1. Choose your teacher wisely
B Admissions officers want letters from important subjects such as math, science, and English,
NOT physical education, art, or drama. Choose a teacher who has taught you during the
year the application is made.

2. Ask your teacher if the letter will be positive
B Make sure you know that the letter will be a positive one by asking directly. If you feel the
teacher is hesitant in any way, then back out of the request. The worst thing you can do is
insist that the teacher write you a letter, only to end up with a lukewarm or negative letter.
A lukewarm letter may not damage your application, but a negative letter will.

3. Give plenty of time
W Give your teacher/counselor at least one month to write your letter. You know how many
students they have, so be considerate and give them plenty of time. To give your letter
writer enough time, it means that you need to start preparing your application well in
advance. If you are very well prepared, you can ask for a letter before summer vacation
begins. That way, your teacher/counselor has the summer to write your letter.

4. Get someone who knows you personally
B Ask a teacher who has taught you recently. This teacher should know you well as a person,
not just your performance in class. You should not ask a teacher who has given you an A
but does not know you well. Remember that the “A” is already reflected on your transcript.
You are looking for a teacher who can help make you an individual rather than pieces of
information on paper.

S. Get someone who will write specifically about you
B Provide a background summary sheet for easy reference. Personalize the sheet to include
experiences you had in class (discussions, activities, projects, etc.). Include what you
learned in the class. The sheet should include your college plans, extracurricular activities,
GPA, test scores, intellectual interests, hobbies, and other information that makes you
different from others.
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RECOMMENDATION LETTER STRATEGIES FOR TEACHERS: UNDERSTANDING AUDIENCE:
RECOMMENDATION LETTERS AND THEIR STRUCTURE

Audience:
1. Who reads these recommendation letters?
2. How important are recommendation letters in a student’s application?
3. What do readers look for in recommendation letters?

Recommendation Letter Structure:

Date
Salutation
Introduction:
Name of student you are recommending
How you know the student
Why you think the student is worthy of admission
Body:
Specific qualities and characteristics of student
Include anecdotes and details
Relate these qualities and characteristics to what
the university may be looking for
Conclusion: ~ Restate strengths
Include contact information and title
Sign the letter
Content:

1. Introduce the school, especially about the academic performance in general, so as to allow the
audience to understand the relative standard of graduates and the student recommended.

2. Introduce how the referee get know to the student and elaborate performance of the student in
the subject which is relevant to his/her potential field of study. Your content reveals whether
you really know the student well and support his/her application.

3. Support “big words” with evidences or recall specific instances that reveal the uniqueness of the
student.

4. Focus more on the student’s intellectual capacity and strengths instead of describing now “nice”
the student is.
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Excerpt

[ am writing to recommend _ foravacancy in Y. s currently my student in Liberal Studies
with an Individual Enquiry Study working on the “Youth Culture on Facebook”. I have worked
with her and find her responsible and highly capable. She is an energetic, enthusiastic, and creative
scholar, and I know that she can instill enthusiasm in the students she works with.

s enthusiasm for leaming is impressive and in some cases extracurricular: she is self-taught in
A, B, and C. An important fact is that she was admitted to the DDD Youth Leadership program in
social public policy after achieving competitive scores on the school internal exams.

[ highly recommend her. If you would like to discuss this recommendation further, please let me
know.

Comments:

Recommendation Letter Excerpt B:
To Whom It May Concemn:

This is to support Ms. _, who has just finished the first year of coursework in ABC, to apply for
the XYZ. Currently she is preparing her research proposal. As I know she was majored in German
and English in her undergraduate studies. She is a responsible and I believe she is-conipetent in the
mentioned position at XYZ.

Comments:
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Recommendation Letter Excerpt C:

Dear XXX:

I am pleased to write this recommendation letter in support of Ms. , an extraordinary students in
my class and an exceptional candidate among your prospective pool of candidates.

I am an English teacher at AAA and teach BBB. Ms. is one of the students in my class, and I
would like to say she is one of the best students I have ever met in AAA.

Ms.  has greatly impressed me with her intellect and diligence. Her self-introduction on the first
day of class was interesting and attractive. In comparison with her classmates, she clearly exhibits
much more advanced English skills in writing, pronunciation and fluency in speaking. Besides, she
also shows valuable qualities of clear thinking, enthusiasm, and self-confidence.

During the classes of this semester, Ms.  has distinguished herself as an outstanding student in
English. In class, she is always active, expressing ideas and sharing opinions with others. Moreover,
when encountering problems and uncertainties concerning the English usage, unlike most other
students, she will bring up the questions and try to share and discuss in class.

Additionally, Ms. ___is warm-hearted and helpful person who is eager to help and contribute. She
has been an excellent assistant in my class who has been helping me to distribute class materials
and deliver class messages.

Comments:

Recommendation Letter Excerpt D:

To Whom It May Concemn:

I am writing in support of Ms.  who has applied for XXX. Ms. ___ was a student in three
courses [ taught. So I had a chance to observe her academic performance over one and half years.

Ms.  was one of the top two or three students in my classes, probably the best. She commands
the English and Chinese languages exceptionally well. Her work often strikes my colleagues and
myself by exquisite quality and fine style. She writes essays clearly and thoughtfully. Not only is
she highly able to conduct studies meticulously on her own, but constantly she plays a constructive
and cooperative role when doing teamwork. Her class presentations are always well prepared and
convincingly delivered. She reads widely, and is broadly interested.

In addition, Ms. has been actively engaged in extra-curricular activities. She won, of a good
number of achievements, the first prize in the W contest when she was a sophomore. Her long
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stories are published in the first and second issues of T magazine. She also plays viola in the
orchestra.

Ms.  hasa passion for letters. I strongly believe that Ms. | if she is given the chance, will be
strong
Comments:

Recommendation Letter Excerpt E:

Dear Committee:

It is with great pleasure that | recommend Ms. __ for this prestigious scholarship. I have known
Ms.  since AAA when she performed with distinction in my Use of English classes at X. Her
academic record is exceptional and her work ethic unquestionable. Ms. __is a uniquely talented
individual and a caring human being and well deserves this Y scholarship.

Ms.  iscurrently a student at Q. She is well suited for this degree as she has consistently
demonstrated her dedication to honing her craft of teaching. She also has the right kind of
personality to become an effective English language instructor in a voluntary service group for the
elderly and ethnic groups in our community. Thoughtful, patient, and diligent, I recommended that
B recruit her to serve as a coordinator of the English Ambassador Program which initiates whole-
school English language promotion events and cultural exchange programs with international
studies from Z university. Surpassing even the highest of expectations, Ms.  has helped to foster
the language exchange opportunities between X and Z.

Such are the experiences that will assist Ms. __in her pursuit of her degree in E. Specifically, her
combined academic and extra-curricular experiences will allow her to design and develop teaching
and learning materials appropriate for diversified groups in school and local community. This focus
is precisely why Ms. _ should be awarded a scholarship. I have no doubt that she will make
significant contributions to improving English education upon her graduation. Should you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me at...

Comments:

R —
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-Recommendation Letter Excerpt F: Susan who excelled irrespective of adversities

[ am writing in support of Susan who has applied for the Quantitative Finance Program in your
prestigious university. Our school, with majority of students having high calibre, uses to have
around 85% of graduates successfully admitted by university degree programs. A general
description of our school’s public examination results can be found at ZZZ.

Susan has caught our attention since she was admitted as our Form 1 student. Her academic
potential is most remarkable though she was a Band-two student according to the admission
record. She excels in all subjects. What’s most impressive to us is her keenness and enthusiasm in
pursuing knowledge, especially on science and mathematics. She enjoys the challenges from
difficult problem-solving tasks, as what her Math teacher commented. She is eager to ask teachers
sensible questions and work independently on extra workload, such as the determination to take
an extra subject (Economics) in the HKCEE without formal coaching from school teacher. Susan’s
result in HKCEE is the strongest proof of her effort and intellectual capacity. However, all these
achievements made become much more precious when we consider her background.

Susan was an immigrant from the Mainland and was admitted as a P.3 student in an age of 12. She
started learning ABC in P.3, and with a consistent effort to attend tutorial classes for over a year
and to complete additional drilling exercises, she managed to be ranked the top 50% in her school.
She overcame the challenge of learning English language and integrating into the local culture, as
well as the threatening financial situation of her family, despite the fact that humiliation from
people around was not rare incidences. Yet people’s harshness was transformed into the driving
force for her determination to strive for excellence in later years.

What Susan has demonstrated is an exceptional quality we envision in young people — boldness to
face adversities with a high EQ. ...

Comments:
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Recommendation Letter Excerpt G: The versatile Sunny

Sunny is a talented musician. He won prizes in Vocal Solo of the Annual School Music and Speech
Festival in three consecutive years. At school, he was a committed Chair part-leader, leading 100
members, and a Brass Band member. Throughout these years, he took up the training role. His
commitment and enthusiasm had helped develop skills of the members and team spirit in our
school chair.

Sunny is a talented sportsman. He was the Best Sportsman in our School Sports Days. Besides, he is
now a team member of the “Union Team” of China Hong Kong Volleyball Association. These
achievements are results of tough training, strong sense of determination and endurance.

Sunny is a talented leader. He was a responsible office bearer of the Student Union when he was in
S.4. He managed to coordinate inter-house and inter-school competitions and organized activities
for over 1000 students in the school. His performance was outstanding. This experience forms a
strong basis for his role as a House Captain in S.6. He is a person-centred leader. Not only did he try
to train lower form students with skills in sports and play, he also showed genuine care and gave
advice when they had personal problems. Most of the house members became so supportive and
cooperative that they finally won the first runner up in the keen year-round inter-house challenge.

Sunny, with such a profound record in extra-curricular activities and admirable personality, will be
an excellent candidate for your school.

Comments:

Recommendation Letter Excerpt H: May — good enough but not standing out

I am writing to facilitate your understanding towards my student, Miss May Lee, who | appreciate
very much. | taught May Biology and had been her Class Teacher for two years. | have been
impressed by her cheerful and outgoing personality. She was an active member of the Class
Association who always demonstrated an eagerness to build up class spirit by coordinating various
class activities. She was a Vice Captain of the badminton team during 2006-2007 and a Vice Captain
of Virtue House during 2007-2007. Not only she demonstrated a spirit of sportsmanship in the
former activity, her leadership had also been proven. Organizing and motivating over 250 students
in the school to take part in the inter-house competitions were never an easy task. However, the
outstanding performance of her house is a solid proof of her capability. She has also taken part in
doing voluntary work in community centers. She is the kind of people who is always ready to give a
helping hand to people in need.
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Considering her academic performance, she was an active learner. She did not excel in every
subject she took, but she was keen to seek improvement with her determination and actions. She is
clever, and at the same time she sets clear goals for herself. Understanding the importance of
having a satisfactory English proficiency, she has tried to improve her English standard through
-various means. In the school year 2001-2002, she was offered “The Best Reader” in class in the
English Reading Scheme due to her brilliant record in extensive reading.

A student who understands her own strengths, weaknesses, and is willing to pay effort to strive for
improvement, is the self-initiated learner who would succeed in her further study and even her
career in the long run. Without hesitation, | highly recommend May for your institution.

Comments:
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