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The importance of talking  

in learning  
Bruner (1971)   

A primary instrument of thought   

An essential part of children’s ability to handle 

information and make sense of new ideas and 

concepts  

Vygotsky’s theory of learning (1978) 

child’s interaction with a more knowledgeable other 

a powerful cognitive tool for human development  
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In English Classrooms 

Transmission talk  

 requires minimal cognitive processing 

 memorize vocabulary and sentence structures  

Interpretative talk 

 recognizes the importance of students’ prior 

knowledge  

 encourages learners to engage with, interpret 

and actively evaluate information 

(Wells, 1992)  
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Case 1:Using interpretative talk to 

elicit prior knowledge and to make 

prediction in the Pre-listening stage 

(KS2) 

Ms Chang Kit Mei, Clara 

Ms  Kwong Suk Man Esther 

Our Lady of China Catholic Primary School 
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Listening Skills 
Distinguish between common words with 

a range of  vowel and consonant sounds 

 Identify emotional intent of the speakers 
(tone) 

 Interpret meaning of unfamiliar 
expressions 

Extract specific information 

 Infer information from spoken texts 

Making connection between ideas 

 Listen for gist / main ideas 

Micro-

listening 

skill 

Macro-

listening 

skill 
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Pre S1 and TSA 

Purpose of the test 

Duration of the test 

Design of the test 

Test Response 
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Other language features 

Vocabulary not difficult (compared with reading) 

 Longer text (Continuous) 

Much irrelevant information, all appear as 

distracters 

Focus listening skill (micro & macro listening 

skill) 
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Teaching Steps  (2 lessons) 

Pre-listening Stage 1. Lead-in  

 Tell Ss explicitly text 

type of the listening 

task (a story) 

 Brainstorm 

elements of a story 
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Characters: Ricky, Nicky, a pig, Mr  

& Mrs Brown 

 

When: morning/afternoon/evening ? 

Where: market/ restaurant 

 

Events: 

1. Ricky & Nicky were hungry. 

2. They went to the market to buy some 

      food. 

3.  They bought the pig. 

 

Teaching Steps (2 lessons) 
Pre-listening Stage 

2. Making connection  

 Connect Q1 to Q5 

 Extract important 

information from the Qs 

 

 

Pre-listening  

Stage 1 & 2 
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Teaching Steps (2 lessons) 

Pre-listening Stage 3. Engagement  

Ask Ss: What details are 

missing in the story? What 

questions do you want to 

ask? 

Brainstorm Ss questions 

they want to ask 

 

Pre-listening  

Stage 3 
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Teaching Steps (2 lessons) 
Pre-listening Stage 

4. Prediction 

Show the distractors 

Ask Ss to make up their own story 

Pair work: Tell partners their own story 
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Andrew 

Andrew’s Prediction 

Summary of Andrew’s prediction 

(not exact wording) 

Mr and Mrs Brown was Ricky and 

Nicky’s mum and dad. 

And they had a farm. Ricky and 

Nicky were brothers. 

Mr and Mrs Brown went to Ricky 

and Nicky’s school. The school 

had a parents’ day. 

Nicky and Ricky were hungry. 

They took Mr and Mrs Brown’s 

pig to eat. 

Mr and Mrs Brown went home 

and they were very angry. 

Andrew 
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 Able to include all characters in the prediction 

 Able to connect Question 1 to 3 and distractors like 

a farm, have two children, keep animals on the farm 

(mostly Q1’s distractor) 

 Not able to connect Question 4 & 5 and distractors 

like price of the pig, police, thieves with the rest of 

the story  

Analysis of Andrew’s Prediction 
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Bridget 

Bridget’s Prediction 
Summary of Bridget’s prediction 

(not exact wording) 

Mr and Mrs Brown went out to 

work. Ricky and Nicky were poor. 

They were hungry. They wanted 

to eat. They went to the market. 

They saw a pig. The pig sold for 

$400. They did  not have enough 

money. They stole the pig. The 

police caught them and gave the 

pig back to Mr and Mrs Brown. 
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 Able to include all characters in the prediction 

 Able to connect most of the questions (all 

except Q2) and distractors  

 Able to make up a story with a logical ending 

Analysis of Bridget’s Prediction 
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Teaching Steps (2 lessons) 
While-listening and Post-listening Stage 
1st time listening : prove and disprove prediction  

(No worksheets given,  listening done based on 
students’ written notes) 
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Pre-listening Activity (Past and Present) 

Past 

 Prediction 

 Whole class 

brainstorm ideas 

 No connection 

between prediction 

and listening 

 Less explicit teaching 

of listening skill  

Present 

 Prediction 

 Individual “think-

aloud” own prediction 

 Connection between 

prediction and 

listening 

 More explicit teaching 

of listening skill 
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Whole class’ Performance 
2nd time listening : Do MC Exercise 

1. Which of the following is TRUE about Mr 

and Mrs Brown? 

92% 

2. Which picture is correct? 92% 

3. Both Ricky and Nicky wanted to 

eat_________. 

62% 

4. How much is a pig at the market? 

A. $400   B. $415    C. $430    D. $450 

46% 

5. What happened to the pig in the end? 85% 



19 

Interpretative talk before listening 

 Make use of text structure  & questions 

(stems & distractors) to activate individuals’ 

schema, predict and infer (thinking) 

 Teach prediction more explicitly 

 Encourage students to ‘think-aloud’ own 

prediction 

 Integrate speaking into the learning process 
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Teachers’ Reflection 

 Limit to narrative texts 

 Focus more on developing macro-listening 

skill than micro-listening skill 

 Develop students’ story-telling skill 

 Integrate study skill (note-taking) into the task 
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Case 2: Using interpretative talk 

(i.e. retelling) to clarify thinking 

and promote understanding in the 

post-reading stage (KS2) 

Ms CHOW Wing Sze, Winnie (Panel head) 

S.K.H. Tin Wan Chi Nam Primary School 
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Learning to Learn English Language 

Project (LLELP) 
Retelling strategy recommended in Level 4, 5 & 6 

    Primary 4 

 2nd Term  1 1 time  

 

Primary 5 

1st  Term  

2nd Term 

1 2 times  

   2 times  
      

Primary 6 

1st  Term  

2nd Term 

1   1 time  

     3 times  
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Brown and Cambourne’s  

Read and Retell model 
Stage 1: Prediction 

 

Stage 2: Read aloud & 

Teacher explanation 

Stage 3: Re-reading 

 

Stage 4: Re-telling 

 

Pre-reading stage 

While - reading stage 

Post - reading stage 
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Teaching Steps 

1. Lead-in 

 Introduce the theme: Video 

 

 Prediction 

 

 Explain what a biography is 

 

 

Pre-reading Stage 
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Teaching Steps 

2. Silent reading   

 1st Paragraph: 

    Read silently together with some explanation. 

 2nd and 3rd Paragraph:   

    Students read silently without explanation. 

 Reduce the text into manageable parts 

 

While-reading Stage 

Viideo 1 
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Teaching Steps 
3. Write down “Retelling” text 

Students are not allowed to 

refer to the original text 

Students may use mind 

map, write in point form or 

complete sentences 

 

Post-reading Stage 
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Teaching Steps 

4. Teaching & Learning Activity   

 Use comprehension questions to check 

students’ understanding, highlight focus and 

clarifying meaning 

OR 

Invite 1 S to retell in class, feedback on her 

retelling version 

Post-reading Stage 

Viideo 2 
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Teaching Steps 

5. Retelling in groups & Sharing and comparing 

Students work in groups, take turns to retell 

Partners compare what they heard with the 

original text, making appreciative/critical 

comments about other students’ retelling. 

 

Post-reading Stage 

Viideo 3 
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Compare the original text with  

the retelling version 
Original text (1st paragraph) 

One day, little Joanna watched a rescue scene on 
television. From that day on, she wanted to be a doctor. 
She loved to read, swim and play tennis. She got eight A’s 
on the HKCEE and studied at the Chinese University to be 
a doctor. Then she studied in the UK to become a chest 
and lung specialist. 

Retelling (written version) 

I remember a doctor Jorroy why she wanted to be a doctor. 

What is he hobby. I also knows she went to UK and study 

in Chinese Unitysity when she is young. 
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Retelling (spoken version) 

I remember Doctor Joanne watched the (rescue) scene on 

television so that he wanted to be a doctor when she grew 

up. She like swimming swims play tennis reading. She is 

study in UK. She is in Chinese University to be a doctor. 

Retelling (written version) 

I remember a doctor Jorroy why she wanted to be a doctor. 

What is he hobby. I also knows she went to UK and study 

in Chinese Unitysity when she is young. 

Compare the Retelling written version 

with spoken version 
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Why Retelling? 

Involve intensive reading, writing, talking and 

listening 

Multiple re-readings 

Sharing and comparing phases: require intense 

listening and assessment of how other students 

use language and interpret meaning 
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Why Retelling? 

 Students concentrate on meaning and 

comprehension of meaning 

Engage in cognitive activities like selection of 

information and rhetorical and stylistic devices, 

organisation and summarising of information and 

paragraphing 
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Using Textbook passages to do Retelling 

(P.5) 
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Teaching Steps  (2 lessons) 

Post-reading Stage 

1. Lead-in  

 Read aloud key words 

2. Whole class retell the story 

Show pictures extracted from the textbook 

Brainstorm whole class to retell the story 

orally  

T record retelling version on board 
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Teaching Steps  (2 lessons) 

Post-reading Stage 3. Read aloud   

Whole class re-read and 

read aloud “retelling” text 

Clean the white board (Ss 

can’t copy when they retell) 
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Teaching Steps  (2 lessons) 

Post-reading Stage 

4. Retelling in groups 

 Ss work in groups of 3-4 

1-2 pictures per student. Student take turns to 

retell the story in their own words (no need to 

write, can refer to the textbook) 

5. Group/Individual Retelling in class 
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Summing Up: 

Why interpretative talk? 
 Encourage Ss to ‘think-aloud’/ share their prediction 

(pre-listening task) and interpretation of the text (reading: 

select relevant & irrelevant part of the story) 

 Consolidate Ss’ learning in terms of knowledge (vocab 

& structure) and skill (story structure) 

 Integrative approach (from reading to speaking, from 

speaking to listening)  

 Prepare Ss for Pre S1 (listening tasks) and TSA 

(speaking tasks) 
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Thank you! 

 


