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"Working in small groups increases each student's opportunity to interact with
materials and with other students while learning. Students have more chances to
speak in a small group than in a class discussion: and in that setting some students
are more comfortable speculating, questioning, and explaining concepts in order to

clarify their thinking" (California State Department of Education (19853), pp. 16-17).
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By the term explicit instruction, the Panel means that teachers provide clear models
for solving a problem type using an array of examples, that students receive extensive
practice in use of newly learned strategies and skills, that students are provided with
opportunities to think aloud (i.e., talk through the decisions they make and the steps
they take), and that students are provided with extensive feedback.
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can provide a useful insight for teachers into a child's thinking and understanding, an effective
mechanism for assessment for learning and, with sensitive handling, can enable children to learn
from mathematical mistakes viewing them as ‘learning agents' ~
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