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David Hopkins (OCED Conference, 2006) 

You need to sample the soup to see if it needs more salt or 

pepper!  

Formative Assessment is when you taste the soup as it cooks 

to determine whether you need to adjust your recipe! 



Reality Check 

• Do you use formative assessment in your 

teaching? How? 

• Could formative assessment make an impact on 

student learning? 



assessment 
for 

learning 

assessment 
of learning 

assessment 
as learning 

classroom 
assessment 

performance 
assessment Assessment 

is all about 
making 

judgement 
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Items students not 

achieving targets 
Reasons Follow-up 

Overall performance 

• Passing rate at 40% with highest 

score of  76 and the lowest score of  15 

out of  100 

• a challenging paper for most of  the students 

 

Focus grammar items 

• use of  interrogative pronouns ‘what’ 

and ‘which’  
 majority 

• unable to differentiate to find 

out time, persons and 

preferences in questions 

 to be worked out in co-

planning 

Generic grammar items 

• use of  subject/object pronouns 

• use of  tenses 

• use of  prepositions 

generally on 

par with only 

the less able 

students, 

mostly the 

SEN  

• mixed up the form of  the 

subject/object pronouns 

• concept of  using tenses to 

express time lapse being 

mixed up 

 SEN students should be 

given focus attention on 

pronouns first – from 1st 

person to third person 

singular 

Reading strategies 

• locate specific information  

• inference skills half  of  the 

students 

• unable to make connection 

between ideas  

• unable to use cohesive 

devices to infer meaning 

 use the reading text 

(course book) to teach 

inference skills and make 

connection between 

ideas explicitly 

Writing skills 

• give supporting details to elaborate 

the main ideas majority 

• directly describing what was 

in the picture without using 

Wh-Q to provide details 

beyond 

 show supporting details 

in the reading text clearly 

 peer correction with 

students on common 

errors 

Analysis of  P3 students’ performance 

Overall performance 

• Passing rate at 40% with highest 

score of  76 and the lowest score of  

15 out of  100 



Little Red Riding Hood (reading text) 

 Little Red Riding Hood is in the forest.  Her grandma is sick.  
She is going to grandma’s house and visit her.  She meets a big bad wolf 
on the road.   

 The wolf asked her, ‘Can I come with you to visit your grandma?’ 
‘Sure.  My family are waiting for me under the big tree over there.  Let’s 
go!’  Little Red Riding Hood waves hand to her parents. The wolf sees 
them. He asks,’ Do you have any brothers or sisters?’ ‘No, I have no 
brothers or sisters.  I am the only child in my family.  I live with my 
parents.’ 

 Little Red Riding go on to tell the wolf about her parents.  My 
mother is housewife.  She looks after Dad and me.  My father is a hunter.  
He catches animals with his big axe.  The wolf is afraid.  He runs away 
quickly.  

Longman Elect Book 2A Unit 6 



Questions 

locate information 

• Where does Little Red 
Riding Hood meet the wolf? 

• Where are Little Red Riding 
Hood’s parents? 

• What is the job of Little 
Red Riding Hood’s father? 

• Who takes care of Little 
Red Riding Hood? 

 

reference & inference 

• Why does Little Red Riding 
Hood go to grandma’s 
house? 

• How many people are there 
in Little Red Riding Hood’s 
family? 

• Why is Little Red Riding 
Hood the only child in the 
family? 

• What does the underline 
pronouns and adjectives 
refer to? 

 



Little Red Riding Hood (reading text) 

 Little Red Riding Hood is in the forest.  Her grandma is sick.  
She is going to grandma’s house and visit her.  She meets a big bad wolf 
on the road.   

 The wolf asked her, ‘Can I come with you to visit your grandma?’ 
‘Sure.  My family are waiting for me under the big tree over there.  Let’s 
go!’  Little Red Riding Hood waves hand to her parents. The wolf sees 
them. He asks,’ Do you have any brothers or sisters?’ ‘No, I have no 
brothers or sisters.  I am the only child in my family.  I live with my 
parents.’ 

 Little Red Riding go on to tell the wolf about her parents.  My 
mother is housewife.  She looks after Dad and me.  My father is a hunter.  
He catches animals with his big axe.  The wolf is afraid.  He runs away 
quickly.  



Little Red Riding Hood (reading text) 

 The wolf asked her, ‘Can I come with you to visit your grandma?’ ‘Sure.  My 

family are waiting for me under the big tree over there.  Let’s go!’  Little Red Riding Hood 

waves hand to her parents. The wolf sees them. He asks,’ Do you have any brothers or 

sisters?’ ‘No, I have no brothers or sisters.  I am the only child in my family.  I live with 

my parents.’ 

 Little Red Riding go on to tell the wolf about her parents.  My mother is 

housewife.  She looks after Dad and me.  My father is a hunter.  He catches animals with 

his big axe.  The wolf is afraid.  He runs away quickly.  

big bad wolf 

Little Red Riding Hood’s parents 

Little Red Riding Hood’s mother Little Red Riding Hood Little Red Riding Hood’s father 

big bad wolf 

Little Red Riding Hood 



Speakers 

Carmen HO (Curriculum Leader) 

KK KEUNG (English Panel Head) 



Parts of a sentence 

subject – person or thing that does something (Noun) 

I like apples. She likes oranges. 

verb – a word that tells what the subject does (Tenses) 

I like apples. She likes apples. 

object – person or thing that get the action of a verb 

I like apples. She likes oranges. 



Word order 

Subject + Verb + Object 

John reads books.  I play football. 

Subject + Verb 

Jenny reads.  They play.  

Subject + Verb + Adjective (tells more about the Noun) 

Tom and Mary are happy.  Mary is tired. 

Subject + Verb + Adverb (tells more about the Verb) 

They are here.  They are playing happily.  



How to expand a sentence 



Where? 

When? 

Who? 

What? 

Why? 

How? 

Start with … 



Run. action verb  



Run. 
Mary 
runs. 

action verb  

+ subject 



Run. 
Mary 
runs. 

Mary runs with 
Tom. 

action verb  

+ subject 

+ object  



Run. 
Mary 
runs. 

Mary runs with 
Tom. 

Mary runs with Tom 
in the garden.  

action verb  

+ subject 

+ object  

+ where? 



Run. 
Mary 
runs. 

Mary runs with 
Tom. 

Mary runs with Tom 
in the garden.  

Mary runs with Tom in 
the garden every day.  

action verb  

+ subject 

+ object  

+ where? 

+ when? 



Run. 
Mary 
runs. 

Mary runs with 
Tom. 

Mary runs with Tom 
in the garden.  

Mary runs with Tom in 
the garden every day.  

Mary runs quickly with Tom in 
the garden every day.  

action verb  

+ subject 

+ object  

+ where? 

+ when? 



Run. 
Mary 
runs. 

Mary runs with 
Tom. 

Mary runs with Tom 
in the garden.  

Mary runs with Tom in 
the garden every day.  

Mary runs quickly with Tom in 
the garden every day.  

Mary runs quickly with smart Tom in 
the garden every day.   

action verb  

+ subject 

+ object  

+ where? 

+ when? 



Mary runs quickly with smart Tom in the garden 

every day.  

subject 

verb 

adverb 

adjective 

place 

time 



Declarative (+ / -) sentence 

for example: 

 tells something 

 ends with a full stop (.) 

The weather is fine today.  

It is not raining now.  

Tom and Mary are going to school.  

Declarative Sentences 



Interrogative (?) sentence 

for example: 

 asks something 

 ends with a question mark (?) 

Is the weather fine today? 

Is it raining now? 

Are Tom and Mary going to school? 

Interrogative Sentences 



Exclamatory (!) sentence 

for example: 

 shouts at something 

 ends with an exclamation mark (!) 

Wow, the sun is shining brightly in the fine weather! 

Oh, it is raining again! 

Hurray, we do not have to go to school! 

Exclamatory Sentences 



Instructions / Commands 

for example: 

 give directions  

 ask people to do something 

Open your book. 

Close the window. 

Stand next to your friend. 

Instructions / Commands 



Speakers:  Della NG (Curriculum Leader) 

  Connie WONG (English Panel Head) 

  Lisa YEUNG (English Panel Head) 



Formative use of TSA results to 

identify students’ strengths and 

weaknesses with follow up work 

at KS1 



What reading strategies are expected from 
KS1 students? 

 identify key words 

 identify the connection between ideas with 

cohesive devices 

 apply reference skills to obtain information  

 predict content from book covers and 

contents page  

 interpret unfamiliar word 

 follow pronoun reference  



Identifying key words  
 
(Wednesday as a day) 
with straightforward 
contextual cues 
 



Identifying the 
connection between 
ideas  

linked by cohesive 
devices (and) 



Identify key words from 
book cover 

information provided on 
the book cover 

illustrated by = draws 
pictures  



Identifying unfamiliar 
words  
giants with contextual 
and pictorial cues 



Pronoun reference 

following pronoun of they in a poster 

Students in general (territory-wide) have 

problems in identifying the pronoun in a 

poster, particularly when it is not referring to 

people. 

Strategies to help students in regular 

teaching: 

• make it a regular practice with 

reading text, particularly in course 

book text 

 



My classmate 

Sam is my classmate. He sits next to me. He is 
tall and thin. His ears are small. Everyone 
likes him. 
 
    I like Sam because he is polite. He 
doesn’t shout at me. He says ‘good 
morning’ to me. He is nice too. He looks 
after me and talks to me. 
 
    Sam’s favourite subject is Computer 
Studies. He is good at using a computer. He 
goes to Cub Scouts every Saturday. 
 
    I am glad Sam is my classmate. 

     
 by Tom  

Pronoun reference 

Who are in the 
story? 
Sam and Tom 

He / him / his ears 
refers to Sam 

my classmates / 
me / I refers to 
Tom 



Notice / Poster 

Invitation Card  

Advertisement / Coupon  



 give us information about an event (usually 

on the top with big letters) that is going to 

happen 

 invite parents to come to school for End-of-

Year Student Activities 

 information usually have activities, date, 

time or place 

 to know more information, usually at the 

end of the notice by calling, emailing or 

visiting website 

Notice / Poster 



Invitation 
card 



Advertisement  

• persuasive text – wants you to 
do something like buying or 
eating 

• eye-catching words or phrases 
in the text: 
 sale / big sale 
 buy one get one free 
 spend over $_____, you will 

get _______ 
 half price on  __________ 
 discounts for someone like 

students, children or people 
over 50 years old   

 lucky draw 
 special price for _______ 
 free ______ 



Reference skills 

predicting story 

content from 

book cover 

 

Students could predict the content. This indicates 

that the strategy adopted to help students predict 

content works well.  

 

It is as follows: 

• find similarity between the book cover and the 

picture  

• use library books to predict content (guide 

students to get clues) 

• unwrapping gifts under a Christmas tree is 

probably in the story 



Pronoun reference 

following pronoun of it in 

the passage 

More training is needed to identify 

the pronoun reference in the text. 

 

It is as follows: 

• begin by associating pronouns 

with nouns in short passages 

• increase difficulty and gradually 

fade teacher support 



Formative use of student work to 

develop students’ writing skills 

(KS2) 



Formative use 
• Serve as practice for students  
• Check students’ understanding  
• Provide feedback to students  
• Guide teacher decision making about future 

instruction 
 

Formative 
assessment 

Help 
differentiate 
instruction 

Improve 
student 
achievement 



Longman Elect - P.5 

• Ch. 3: The New Cinderella (Part 1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Writing task: a blog entry about the Outstanding 
Causal Wear Competition 
 
 

Vocabulary 

• Body parts 

• Accessories 

• Objects 

• Clothing items 

Language focus 

• Use prepositional 
phrases, ‘in’ and ‘with’ 
to describe people 

• Use ‘who’ to add 
information to a noun 
phrase 



1. Authentic  

2. Related Students’ 
daily lives 

3. High motivation 

 



Choose the Outstanding 
Casual Wear Boy / Girl 

Vote and 
write 

down the 
reasons 



Time to Write 



Writing Conference  
Aim:  
1. To improve students’ writing skills through 

encouragement and constructive feedback 
 

2. To check student’s understanding so as to 
differentiate the teaching strategies  

Appreciating Proof-reading 



The Beautiful Dress Casual Day 
Tuesday, 4:00 p.m., 30th September, 2014 
  
 Dress Casual Day was organized by Community Chest. All the money collected 
from the donation will be given to Community Chest. Students wore beautiful clothes. I 
joined this event at school. We also had an outstanding casual wear competition in my 
class. 
  
 I have pretty long hair with a ponytail. I have big eyes. For the competition, I 
wore purple glasses. I was in the pink T-shirt and brown trousers. Also, I wore white 
sneakers. But I was not the smartest casual wear girl in my class. 
  
 The smartest casual wear girl was Moon. She is the most beautiful girl in my 
class. She is short and thin but she is cute and lovely. She is about ten years old, with a 
long face and pretty long straight hair. She has a small mouth and a big nose. Today, she 
wore a blue tank top and white shorts with some purple flowers. Her casual wear made her 
look very pretty. 
  
 The smartest casual wear boy was Matthew. He is a handsome boy. He is also 
the cleverest boy in my class. He is tall and thin. He is about ten years old, with a long face 
and short straight hair. He wears brown glasses. He has bright eyes. He has a very big 
mouth but a small nose. He wore a grey T-shirt and grey trousers with sharks on them for 
the competition. He looked very smart. 
  
 I liked the Dress Casual Day very much because I could dress casually.  I can also 
do charity work to help others. 
 

Appreciation of student work – Yuki Ho’s Blog 



The Beautiful Dress Casual Day 
Tuesday, 4:00 p.m., 30th September, 2014 
  
 Dress Casual Day was organized by Community Chest. All the money collected 
from the donation will be given to Community Chest. Students wore beautiful clothes. I 
joined this event in school. We also had an outstanding casual wear competition in my 
class. 
  
 I have pretty long hair with a ponytail. I have big eyes. For the competition, I 
wore purple glasses. I was in the pink T-shirt and brown trousers. Also, I wore white 
sneakers. But I was not the smartest casual wear girl in my class. 
  
 The smartest casual wear girl was Moon. She is the most beautiful girl in my 
class. She is short and thin but she is cute and lovely. She is about ten years old, with a 
long face and pretty long straight hair. She has a small mouth and a big nose. Today, she 
wore a blue tank top and white shorts with some purple flowers. Her casual wear made her 
look very pretty. 
  
 The smartest casual wear boy was Matthew. He is a handsome boy. He is also 
the cleverest boy in my class. He is tall and thin. He is about ten years old, with a long face 
and short straight hair. He wears brown glasses. He has bright eyes. He has a very big 
mouth but a small nose. He wore a grey T-shirt and grey trousers with sharks on them for 
the competition. He looked very smart. 
  
 I like the Dress Casual Day very much because I can dress casually in school.  I 
can also do charity work to help others. 

Appreciation of student work – Yuki Ho’s Blog 

1. Discuss and highlight the words / 
sentences that they like 

2. Explain 



The Beautiful Dress Casual Day 
Tuesday, 4:00 p.m., 30th September, 2014 
  
 Dress Casual Day was organized by Community Chest. All the money collected 
from the donation will be given to Community Chest. Students wore beautiful clothes. I 
joined this event in school. We also had an outstanding casual wear competition in my 
class. 
  
 I have pretty long hair with a ponytail. I have big eyes. For the competition, I 
wore purple glasses. I was in the pink T-shirt and brown trousers. Also, I wore white 
sneakers. But I was not the smartest casual wear girl in my class. 
  
 The smartest casual wear girl was Moon. She is the most beautiful girl in my 
class. She is short and thin but she is cute and lovely. She is about ten years old, with a 
long face and pretty long straight hair. She has a small mouth and a big nose. Today, she 
wore a blue tank top and white shorts with some purple flowers. Her casual wear made her 
look very pretty. 
  
 The smartest casual wear boy was Matthew. He is a handsome boy. He is also 
the cleverest boy in my class. He is tall and thin. He is about ten years old, with a long face 
and short straight hair. He wears brown glasses. He has bright eyes. He has a very big 
mouth but a small nose. He wore a grey T-shirt and grey trousers with sharks on them for 
the competition. He looked very smart. 
  
 I like the Dress Casual Day very much because I can dress casually in school.  I 
can also do charity work to help others. 

Appreciation of student work – Yuki Ho’s Blog 

Sentence Pattern 

Tense 

Language 



The Beautiful Dress Casual Day 
Tuesday, 4:00 p.m., 30th September, 2014 
  
 Dress Casual Day was organized by Community Chest. All the money collected 
from the donation will be given to Community Chest. Students wore beautiful clothes. I 
joined this event in school. We also had an outstanding casual wear competition in my 
class. 
  
 I have pretty long hair with a ponytail. I have big eyes. For the competition, I 
wore purple glasses. I was in the pink T-shirt and brown trousers. Also, I wore white 
sneakers. But I was not the smartest casual wear girl in my class. 
  
 The smartest casual wear girl was Moon. She is the most beautiful girl in my 
class. She is short and thin but she is cute and lovely. She is about ten years old, with a 
long face and pretty long straight hair. She has a small mouth and a big nose. Today, she 
wore a blue tank top and white shorts with some purple flowers. Her casual wear made her 
look very pretty. 
  
 The smartest casual wear boy was Matthew. He is a handsome boy. He is also 
the cleverest boy in my class. He is tall and thin. He is about ten years old, with a long face 
and short straight hair. He wears brown glasses. He has bright eyes. He has a very big 
mouth but a small nose. He wore a grey T-shirt and grey trousers with sharks on them for 
the competition. He looked very smart. 
  
 I like the Dress Casual Day very much because I can dress casually in school.  I 
can also do charity work to help others. 

Appreciation of student work – Yuki Ho’s Blog 



Use of tenses  

 consistent use of past tense for past events and present tense 
for general truths or everyday habits 

 subject-verb agreement 

Sentence patterns 

 use of connectors like ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘because’ to link up 
ideas 

 simple sentence structures 

 apply the learnt preposition of ‘in’ and ‘with’ to write 
sentences about clothing 



The Beautiful Dress Casual Day 
Tuesday, 4:00 p.m., 30th September, 2014 
  
 Dress Casual Day was organized by Community Chest. All the money collected from the 
donation will be given to Community Chest. Students wore beautiful clothes. I joined this event at 
school. We also had an outstanding casual wear competition in my class. 
  
 I have pretty long hair with a ponytail. I have big eyes. For the competition, I wore purple 
glasses. I was in the pink T-shirt and brown trousers. Also, I wore white sneakers. But I was not the 
smartest casual wear girl in my class. 
  
 The smartest casual wear girl was Moon. She is the most beautiful girl in my class. She is 
short and thin but she is cute and lovely. She is about ten years old, with a long face and pretty long 
straight hair. She has a small mouth and a big nose. Today, she wore a blue tank top and white shorts 
with some purple flowers. Her casual wear made her look very pretty. 
  
 The smartest casual wear boy was Matthew. He is a handsome boy. He is also the cleverest 
boy in my class. He is tall and thin. He is about ten years old, with a long face and short straight hair. 
He wears brown glasses. He has bright eyes. He has a very big mouth but a small nose. He wore a grey 
T-shirt and grey trousers with sharks on them for the competition. He looked very smart. 
  
 I liked the Dress Casual Day very much because I could dress casually.  I can also do 
charity work to help others. 
 

Appreciation of student work – Yuki Ho’s Blog 

 

Language 

 appropriate use of adjectives to describe different likes of 
clothing and the looks of the winners 

 paragraphing – organize ideas clearly  

 reflective ending – what the event brings about – charity work 
to help others 

 



Follow-up on students’ common mistakes on spelling, verbs, 
articles and Chinglish 



Follow-up on students’ common mistakes on spelling, verbs, 
articles and Chinglish 



Formative use 
• Serve as practice for students  

• Check students’ understanding  

• Provide feedback to students  

• Guide teacher decision making about future 
instruction 

 

 

 

 
From the writing 

conference 

Make some adaptation on the 
instruction when co-planning 



Edmond HO 
Curriculum Leader 
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Assessment for 
Learning 

Assessment of 
Learning 

Assessment as 
Learning 

Teacher’s role facilitator accountant mentor 

Purpose 
• help students 

work towards 
the targets 

• collect data 
and report on 
student 
performance  

• help students 
reflect on their 
own learning 

Strategies 

• use assessment 
data to inform 
student 
learning 

• classroom 
assessment –
feedback 

• analysis of 
student 
performance 
in assessment 

• self-directed 
learning 

• learning log 
/journal  

Assessment  for / of / as  Learning 



Exploring Classroom Assessment to improve 
student engagement and classroom learning 

Classroom assessment is a kind of formative 

assessment practice, calling for deep changes both in 

teachers’ perceptions of their role in relation to their 

students and in the classroom practice.  

Black et al. (2003) 



Classroom 
Assessment 

Class visit 

Questioning 
techniques 

Differentiated 
instructions 

Students’ 
Feedback 
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Questioning Techniques 

 wait time: opportunity to think before 

answering 

 hands down: select students to answer 

 wrong answer: use to develop understanding, 

particularly when teaching grammar 

 open questions: opportunities for students to 

discuss 

 



Aspect / Area Performance Indicator 
Organisation of 
learning 

pre-requisites for learning are taken care of 
preparation with inspiring elements 
substantial learning content is meticulously prepared 

Teaching 
strategies 

balance between teacher-led and student-centred activities 
logical linkage between different learning activities 
effective communication skills e.g. paralinguistic features, gestures, 
judicious use of mother-tongue, if necessary 

Learning 
environment 

positive and purposeful atmosphere 
students on task 
language-rich resources available and well-used 

Learning process equal opportunities for student participation 
an awareness of using English for communication 
confidence in learning e.g. participate in learning activities, enjoy 
reading, respond to questioning 
demonstrate sensitivity towards language use 

Classroom 
interaction  

flexible use of pair work and group work 
use appropriate expression to converse about feelings and ideas 
express opinions and present information 
clarify information and seek correction 
work cooperatively with peers 

Questioning 
techniques 

ask a range of questions to checking understanding, e.g. from close-
ended to open-ended, from easy to difficult 
give prompts and rephrase questions to help students think  
give appropriate wait time, if possible 

Feedback and 
follow up 

assess students’ understanding to find out how to move them on 
through student feedback 
recap learning content and revisit difficult area 

class visit 
prompts 

ELT focus 



What have been done? 

• Class visits with support officer were conducted 
at all levels, including the more able and less 
able class in May by English Panel Heads and 
Curriculum Co-ordinator 

• Post visit discussions were conducted with the 
teachers to help them make reflection on how 
students were learning 

 



Key Stage 1 

Sufficient language input prior to learning task is 
necessary to engage KS1 students 

Use of blackboard with neat and tidy arrangements 
to recap and consolidate the learning content could 
enhance learning, for SEN students in particular 

Use of reward system might need further 
deliberation  

Evidence-informed practices 



Evidence-informed practices 

Key Stage 2 

Enabling skills such as note-taking could help 
students build a good vocabulary repertoire and 
sentence patterns 

Peer correction is a good start for editing and 
revising writing 

Reading strategies such as using contextual clues to 
identify specific information should be given more 
attention 
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