Topic A05: ICT Applications in Accounting                                                                  Topic Overview P.1

	Topic Overview

	Topic
	BAFS Elective Part – Accounting Module – Financial Accounting
A05: ICT Applications in Accounting

	Level
	S5 / S6

	Duration
	3 lessons (40 minutes per lesson) 


Learning Objectives:
1. To understand the advantages and disadvantages of using computerised accounting systems;
2. To understand possible solutions to minimise the disadvantages;
3. To understand the impacts on different implementation methods of computerised accounting systems; and
4. To understand how Accounting Information System (AIS) assists management decision-making.
Overview of Contents:

Lesson 1
Advantages and Disadvantages of AIS - Part 1
Lesson 2
Advantages and Disadvantages of AIS - Part 2
Lesson 3
How AIS Assists Management Decision-making?
Resources:

· Topic Overview, Teaching Plan and Answers to Student Worksheet
· PowerPoint Presentation

· Student Worksheet
Suggested Activities:
· Case Studies

· Group Discussion

· Role play

· Decision-making Game

	Lesson 1

	Theme
	Advantages and Disadvantages AIS - Part 1

	Duration
	40 minutes


Expected Learning Outcomes:

Upon completion of this lesson, students will be able to identify the advantages and disadvantages of using a computerised accounting system.
Teaching Sequence and Time Allocation:

	Activities
	Reference
	Time

Allocation

	Part I: Introduction

	· Teacher begins lesson by emphasising the business trend of using computerised accounting information system (AIS).
	PPT#1-3

	2 minutes

	Part II: Content 

	· A Case Study
· Teacher briefs students on the case before starting the role play.

· Activity 1: Role play 
· Students are divided into five groups, each group represents one party.
· Groups will discuss and identify the advantages and disadvantages of using the computerised AIS from their roles’ viewpoints. 
· Each group nominates one representative to role play.
· Teacher chairs the meeting.
· Each representative presents an opinion.
· Teacher concludes meeting.
	PPT #4-5
Student Worksheet p.1

PPT #6-7

Student Worksheet pp.2-6
PPT #8-13
	5 minutes

15 minutes

10 minutes

	Part III: Conclusion

	· Teacher reviews the key points and briefs students to prepare them for the next lesson.
	PPT #14-28

	8 minutes




Preparation for the next lesson:

Students will collect data concerning the impact of using different implementation methods of the computerised accounting systems and possible solutions to minimise the disadvantages.
	Lesson 2

	Theme
	Advantages and Disadvantages AIS - Part 2

	Duration
	40 minutes


Expected Learning Outcomes:

Upon completion of this lesson, students will be able to:

1. Find out possible solutions in minimising the disadvantages; and
2. Distinguish the impacts on different implementation methods of a computerised accounting system.
Teaching Sequence and Time Allocation:

	Activities
	Reference
	Time

Allocation

	Part I: Introduction

	· Teacher begins by recalling the case and key points of last lesson. 
	PPT #29-31
	3 minutes

	Part II: Content
	
	

	· Activity 2: Group Discussion
· Students are divided into five groups.
· Groups will discuss and identify solutions to minimise problems with the computerised AIS.
· Each group presents their findings.
· Teacher reviews the key points and ask students to vote on group findings.
	PPT #32
Student Worksheet pp.7-8
PPT #33-41
	15 minutes

4 minutes

	· Activity 3: Role play 
· Students remain in the same groups from Activity 2. 

· Groups will identify the advantages of the election method on their role, and the disadvantages of the other two methods.

· Each group nominates one representative to role play.

· Teacher chairs the meeting.

· Each representative presents an opinion.
· Teacher concludes meeting. 
	PPT#42-43 
Student Worksheet P.9-13
PPT#44-45
	10 minutes

5 minutes

	Part III: Conclusion

	· Teacher reviews the key points and briefs students in preparation for the next lesson.
	PPT #46-53


	3 minutes



Preparation for the next lesson:

Students are required to review the following accounting ratios:

· Gross Profit Ratio;
· Net Profit Ratio;
· Current Ratio;
· Quick Ratio; and
· Sales to Capital Employed.
For the group discussion in lesson 3 Students will make investment decisions using the AIS reports and analysis.
	Lesson 3

	Theme
	How AIS Assists the Management Decision-making?

	Duration
	40 minutes


Prior knowledge required: Ratio analysis 
Expected Learning Outcomes:

Upon completion of this lesson, students will be able to:

1. Describe the ICT applications in accounting

2. Explain how AIS assists management decision-making

Teaching Sequence and Time Allocation:

	Activities
	Reference
	Time

Allocation

	Part I: Introduction

	· Teacher begins by recalling the last lesson case work. The Olympics faced another problem on how AIS assists management decision-making.

· Teacher illustrates ICT applications in accounting.
	PPT #54-61
	10 minutes

	Part II: Content

	· Case Study
· Teacher briefs students on the case.

· Activity 4: Group Discussion

· Students are divided into five groups.

· Groups will discuss and comment on the company’s performance based on the ratios provided.

· Teacher checks answer with the class.

· Activity 5: Decision-making Game

· Students remain in the five groups.

· Students will make two decisions:

· Analysis NOT using AIS reports. 
· Analysis USING AIS reports.
· Students compare their investment decision results to illustrate the importance of AIS reports and analysis in decision making.
	PPT #62
PPT #63-66
Student Worksheet pp.14-15
PPT #67-72
Student Worksheet pp.16-17

	10 minutes

17 minutes



	Part III: Conclusion

	· Teacher concludes by highlighting the key points.
	PPT #73
	3 minutes


Answer for Activity 2

	Disadvantages
	Suggested Solutions

	Work flow is controlled by the system.


	1. System requirements must be clearly investigated and defined before system selection process; choose a system best fit for the current company work flow; 
2. Thorough system analysis for possible unexpected events before system selection process, and

3. Develop possible manual override procedures to handle unexpected events.


	System breakdowns will affect company operations

	1. Arrange regular system maintenance ;
2. Use fault-tolerant / fault-safe systems;
3. Install suitable anti-virus software to avoid breakdowns due to viruses;
4. Check for and install security updates regularly; and
5. Do not allow staff to install unauthorised backup system software.


	Hackers may breach the system to steal valuable information


	1. Install suitable anti-virus software to handle virus attacks;
2. Regularly check for and install security updates; 
3. Do not allow staff to install unauthorised software; and
4. Train staff to eliminate possible security pitfalls.


	Employees may be fired due to a lack of required technology skills 

	1. Train unskilled workers to competently operate the system; and
2. Schedule regular training to keep workers abreast of latest technology changes.



	Additional financial support is required to install and maintain the system


	1. Select a proper system to increase the efficiency in order to compensate for additional costs; and
2. Hidden profits may also compensate for additional costs: company image, increased efficiency, rapid response to external events, improved clarity of current financial situation, accurate cost estimation, etc.



	Special skills required to operate the system


	1. Ask system supplier to provide system operations training; 
2. Ask system supplier to provide thorough documentation; 
3. Arrange in-house training to instruct staff on system operation; and
4. Auditor will seek assistance from system experts about how to conduct auditing with the system.



Mark Sheet:

(Tick 1 box for 1 mark)


[image: image1]
Advantages (1 mark for each point, maximum 4 marks)    Sub-total


	

	

	

	

	


Disadvantages (1 mark for each point, maximum 4 marks) 
	

	

	

	

	


Presentation skill (Maximum 2 marks)

	

	

	
	
	


	
	
	
	Total
	



[image: image2]
Advantages (1 mark for each point, maximum 4 marks)    Sub-total


	

	

	

	

	


Disadvantages (1 mark for each point, maximum 4 marks) 
	

	

	

	

	


Presentation skill (Maximum 2 marks)

	

	

	
	
	


	
	
	
	Total
	



[image: image3]
Advantages (1 mark for each point, maximum 4 marks)    Sub-total


	

	

	

	

	


Disadvantages (1 mark for each point, maximum 4 marks) 
	

	

	

	

	


Presentation skill (Maximum 2 marks)

	

	

	
	
	


	
	
	
	Total
	


Manager of Super Systems Limited








Manager of IT Department








Manager of Professional Limited














PAGE  
BAFS Learning and Teaching Example
As at April 2009

